
Family Update: Friday 16th July  

Dear Families, 

What a year! Many, many thanks to all families for your support and understanding this year. We hope everyone 

manages to have a good rest with family and friends and we look forward to welcoming back all our pupils in September. 

In the meantime, we leave you with some information which we hope you find helpful at this time. 

May God bless you all. 

 

Pupil Organisation: September 2021 

School Opening: September 2021: The school opens for Year 7 and Year 12 on Tuesday 7th September. The 

school fully re-opens for all year groups on Wednesday 8th September. The school site is open for all pupils from 

8:30am. The teaching day begins with tutor time at 8.55am and we would ask that all pupils arrive on site, with adequate 

time to make sure they are present in their classroom at 8.55am.   

Equipment: Pupils are asked to bring this equipment every day: Pencil Case, 2 blue or black pens, green pen, 

highlighter, 2 pencils, pencil sharpener, rubber, 30cm ruler, protractor, glue stick and a set of coloured pencils. 

Calculator: We recommend the Casio fx-83GTX for all pupils from the start of Year 7 to Year 11.  The calculator 

retails at approximately £14, however, in early September the school will take orders for new Year 7s and anyone 

else who still needs a calculator, and we should be able to reduce the cost through a bulk order, to about £9.  Details 

will be sent to parents in September. 

Uniform:  We have worked very hard over the academic year to ensure that our uniform is worn correctly so that 

it instils pride, supports positive behaviour and encourages identity with, and support for, our school ethos. We are 

grateful for the support of parents over the course of the year, and in particular the support on wearing knee-

length skirts. We believe that all our efforts with uniform help set the appropriate tone and contribute to the ethos 

of the school. The Uniform Policy for 2021/22 is now on the school website. The policy for 2021/22 clarifies some 

queries around shoes, socks, and leggings for PE.  

Other: As a reminder all forms of jewellery, false and acrylic nails and nail varnish are not permitted in school. We 

also remind all our pupils that extreme haircuts and coloured / two toned hair dyes are not permitted.   

Insight App: The Insight App is the main source of daily communication with the school: it includes details of 

homework, merits, timetable, letters and personal information.  Next academic year we are going to roll out use of 

the App to pupils which will allow pupils to directly see their merits, letters, homework and other relevant information. 

https://insight.st-leonards.durham.sch.uk/login.aspx.  Parents/carers of Year 6 pupils will be able to access the app in 

September when usernames and passwords are created. Planners will also be provided to pupils in September, but the 

aim is to phase out the use of planners over the course of the year as all the features of the planner can be utilised on 

Insight. 

Break / Lunch: The school returns to a 5-lesson day timetable in September with all pupils taking break and lunch at 

the same time.  New menus for September will be completed over the holidays and sent out shortly before the re-

opening of school. 

Lunch Card System: All Year 7 pupils will be given a lunch card on their first day.  It is very important that pupils 

have sufficient money on their dining cards to purchase their food and drink.  Pupils entitled to free school meals will 

automatically be credited each day but may top up more if they wish. 

Please register for your card now by clicking here https://login.schoolgateway.com/  Click LOGIN and then select 

PARENT.  If you have older pupils in the school then your son/daughter will appear in your current settings.  If you 

do not currently have an account, click NEW USER to register. 

https://www.st-leonards.durham.sch.uk/uniform/
https://insight.st-leonards.durham.sch.uk/login.aspx
https://login.schoolgateway.com/


Pupils will only be allowed to purchase food and drink when they have credit on their cards and pupils would only be 

allowed to purchase food without credit if parents have alerted us to exceptional circumstances in advance.  Pupils 

are asked to look after their cards carefully; the cost of a replacement card is £2. 

End of the School Day: The school day finishes at 3:15pm for all pupils. 

Absence: All absences should be reported using the Insight App. 

PE Uniform: PE kit can be bought on the Price and Buckland website. Our advice to new parents is simply to purchase 

the 2 compulsory items to begin with: the polo shirt and the shorts or skirt.  There are many other items available to 

purchase, e.g. tracksuit bottoms, skort and leggings from Price and Buckland.  However, rather than purchasing all of 

these items it is more sensible for pupils to start with the 2 compulsory items and as the year progresses and pupils 

settle into PE and any extra-curricular activities, they may take part in, pupils will get an understanding of any additional 

items that they may wish to wear.  This year, as part of our Covid-19 adaptions we have allowed girls to wear leggings 

in PE.  We wish to continue to offer this, as an extra non-compulsory item, but would ask that leggings for September 

2021 are purchased through Price and Buckland, to be in keeping with the overall policy of the school. 

First PE Lesson: there are no PE lessons on Tuesday 7th September, so Year 7 do not need to bring a kit in on their 

first day. On Wednesday 8th Wednesday the following classes have PE and will need their PE kit: 7L, 7E, 7R &  7A / 

8O, 8N, 8D & 8S / 9D & 9S. By the Wednesday all pupils will have their timetables and will be able to see when the 

days they need to bring PE kit into school. 

Uniform Donations: Many thanks to the families who have donated unwanted items of uniform to the school, 

including PE kits. We are most grateful for any such donations. If any families wish to donate any more items, please 

drop off at the main school reception. 

Setting Arrangements from September 2021: With the end of the bubble system next academic year pupils will 

return to setting in certain subjects.  In Year 8, 9 and 10 setting takes place in English, Maths, Science, RE, French and 

German. Sets are determined by a range of internal and external data. The external data is taken from nationally 

standardised external tests taken at the end of Key Stage 2, internal data gathered from end of year assessments and 

other assessments and from externally validated cognitive tests that pupils take in Year 7. We must stress that the 

academic intake of pupils at St Leonard’s is significantly above national average and the academic differences between 

the sets is very slight. In very simple term the academic rigour and material that is delivered to the top set is also 

delivered to other sets and being placed in any set never limits what pupils can achieve. The setting arrangements 

therefore reflect this and in Year 8 and 9 pupils are set across 4 groups: 1a, 1b, 2a and 2b. In Year 10 and 11 pupils 

are set across 5 groups: 1a, 1b, 2a, 2b and 3.  Year 7 will initially be taught in form classes and moved into sets in 

English, Maths, RE and Science after they have taken cognitive tests in the first term.  

  



Sixth Form 

Sixth Form Interviews Students who have applied to study in our Sixth Form will receive information about their 

interview to finalise choices for Sixth Form in a letter which will be sent out before the end of term. The interviews 

will take place on either Thursday 12th or Friday 13th August on Microsoft Teams; an invitation will be sent out through 

Teams from your interviewer. For the interview it would be helpful to have the letter to hand as it has 

the option blocks on, together with details of the revised Sixth Form Dress Code. Students will also have the chance 

to order ties during the interview and payment will be via SchoolComms. If you have any questions, please 

email sixthform@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk. We are very much looking forward to welcoming you to our Sixth Form 

and having you back in school after such a successful Bridging Week.  

Year 12: The first day of school for Year 12 is Tuesday 7th September and we ask all students to be in school 

at 8.45am to help with organisation of new tutor groups. The day will begin with a welcome assembly and a 

chance for students to think about the challenges of life in the Sixth Form and reflect on ideas presented in 

Bridging Week. Students will then spend the rest of the first lesson with their tutor group and then will go 

to timetabled lessons from period 2 onwards. 

Year 13: Year 13 will return with all other year groups on Wednesday 8th March.  

Attendance: In September we will return to the expectation that students are in for tutor time when they have any 

lesson in the morning (periods 1,2 or 3) and will arrive during lunchtime if they have a lesson in the afternoon (periods 

4 or 5). This rule was quite rightly relaxed this year because of Covid-19, but students will now have the opportunity 

to use the Sixth Form Library during periods when they do not have a lesson. 

Teams: new MS Teams will be created over the summer holidays ready for September. If students have any 

material on their current teams they wish to keep it will need to be downloaded by 10th August. 

Head Boy / Head Girl: Congratulations to Kiera Stobie and Dominic Garrity on their election as Head Girl and 

Boy, which was announced in Year 12 assembly this morning. The result was produced with a combined total of staff 

and students votes and both the Head Girl (within 4) and Head Boy (within 8) counts were very close. I am pleased 

to say that the other candidates, Grace Barrass, Carolina Cortes-Vilaplana, Aneurin Guy and Ben Flynn have agreed 

to be Deputy Head Girls and Boys to form our student leadership team for next year. 

Sixth Form Dress Code: Having now had the chance to speak to both Year 11 during Bridging Week and Year 12, 

who returned to school this week after exams, we have now finalised the Sixth Form Dress Code for September.  As 

you will see from the document the Dress Code has been developed through a working party of staff and students 

and using feedback from both current Year 12 students and Year 11 students who are joining our Sixth Form in 

September.  As part of the interview process in August new Year 12 students will be able to order ties.  Year 13 will 

have the opportunity on return to order ties and can still wear the current tie if they wish. 

Testing: Students will be offered two on-site Covid-19 tests on their return in September.  As Sixth Form students 

are aged over 16 they are able to provide their own consent.  

 

 

End of Year 

Reports: Reports and end of year cards have been posted to all families and will be arriving over the next few days. 

Home to School Transport: Thanks to families for feedback. We can now confirm the daily rate is set at £4.50. 

Teams: new MS Teams will be created over the summer holidays ready for September. If pupils have any 

material on their current teams they wish to keep it will need to be downloaded by 10th August. 

 

mailto:sixthform@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk
http://www.st-leonards.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/2021-Sixth-Form-Dress-Code.pdf


Covid-19: September 2021 Arrangements 

Covid-19 Adaptions: The DfE have determined that the bubble system will end this academic year and from 

September pupils will only have to self-isolate if they test positive for Covid-19. The new guidance states that even if 

a family member tests positive or a pupil at school tests positive no action is needed by close contacts. As the bubble 

system ends it means that the school can plan for pupils to move around the building as they normally would, ensuring 

that they have full access to all specialist rooms across the school. The DfE have also said that on return pupils will be 

asked to take 2 lateral flow tests.  We still need to determine the best way to do this, but at this stage we know that 

it does not need to be done in the staggered manner that was used in March of this year. 

Lanyards: As the school will not be operating the bubble system from September 2021 pupils will no longer be 

required to wear lanyards.  However, please do not discard lunch cards though, puipls will use the same lunch card 

next year.  The cost of a replacement card is £2. 

Face Coverings: The legal requirement to wear face covering on public transport will not be in place on our return 

in September.  However, please be aware the travel companies may require pupils to wear face coverings.  Before 

term starts in September, we will write to parents with any updates in this area.  Currently, there is also no 

requirement to wear masks within school, however, please be advised that the school will also keep this situation 

under review.   

Testing: Pupils have been issued with sufficient lateral flow tests to test for covid during the school holidays.  We ask 

that all pupils test themselves the day before they return to school.  When pupils return in September, as part of 

government guidelines, they will be issued consent forms to self-test in school using lateral flow kits.  Although all 

pupils will be tested twice during the first 2 weeks of term parents may still chose to conduct home tests just prior to 

the start of term.  If a pupil tests positive on a lateral flow test at home they should isolate until the PCR test result is 

completed.  If the PCR test is negative then the pupil can return to school, otherwise the pupil will have to self-isolate.   

Reporting of Absence / Covid-19: As a positive case of Covid-19 no longer requires a bubble to self-isolate the 

dedicated Covid-19 email has been removed.  All absences, Covid-19 or otherwise, should be reported through the 

Insight App. 

 

 

Prayer 

 


