
GCSE Pupils: March – July 2021 

We want to share with you the stages that will bring your GCSE course and assessment to a close.  We hope the information below 

is helpful to you.  You will see from the explanations that more information will follow, but in essence each Subject will draw up and 

then share with you details of assessments that will be used to help determine your overall GCSE grade.   

Half-Term 4 

Action Date Explanation 

Whole school and 
departmental 

planning 

W/B  
1st March  

All members of the Leadership Team and all Heads of Department read the DfE guidance, then met and 
discussed the most appropriate and supportive way to conduct summary assessments and determine 

GCSE grades.  A standard approach was agreed.  

Completing Course 

 

W/B 

8th March 

As you return to school each Subject is completing the final pieces of the course over the next 2-3 

weeks. 

Departmental 
Assessment 

Overview 

W/B  
8th March  

Each Subject is drawing up a full overview of the course, including all assessments undertaken, and planned 
assessments that will take place over the coming weeks.   

Assessment 

Standard 

W/B  

8th March 

For each assessment to be accurate it is important that they follow the same process.  Therefore, each 

assessment will cover the content and skills of the course, take place in controlled conditions and be 

subject to a moderation process including standard assessment, mark scheme and quality assurance from 

Heads of Department and Senior Leaders. 

Sharing Overview Friday 12th 

March 

We are sharing this overview with all pupils and families. 

Gathering Pupil 
Views 

Wednesday 
17th March 

We will use time in long tutor to gather pupil views. 

Completing Course Friday  

26th March 

By this time all Subjects will have completed the delivery of the course.  

Review Exam 
Board guidance and 

publish assessment 

schedule 

W/B  
29th March 

Extra guidance will be released by the exam boards this week.  Once we have seen this guidance, and 
reflected on pupil feedback, we will update details of summary assessments in each subject, so pupils 

know how the school will determine grades for each subject. 

Assessment 
Preparation 

W/B  
29th March 

In class we will start preparing pupils for any summary assessments.  Any assessments that take place will 
be within class with your usual teacher present.   

Non-exam 

Assessment 

Thursday  

1st April 

All NEA work will be completed by this date. 

Easter Holidays 

Easter Work  5th April 

onwards 

Pupils will have revision material to use alongside the outlined summary assessment over the Easter 

holidays. 

Half Term 5 

Assessment 
Preparation 

W/B 19th 
April 

Pupils return to school and classes will prepare for summary assessments. 

Special 

Considerations 

Wednesday 

21st April 

We will ask pupils and families to submit details of any special considerations, e.g., if anyone has 

suffered a recent bereavement or significant illness. 

Summary 
Assessments 

 

W/B  
26th April 

onwards 

The bulk of summary assessments will take place over these 4 weeks. Each department will have published 
a schedule of content for each assessment.  Assessments will take place within the 2 hour lessons with 

teacher input before so that we give maximum support to all pupils.  The DfE guidance states that marks 

can be shared, but not grades at this stage. 

Organisation W/B  
26th April 

onwards 

The plan nationally is to moderate schools.  As part of this it is important our processes are of the highest 

standard and support the final grade we submit. Therefore, our focus this time, from a departmental and 

leadership perspective is to have systems in place to the highest possible standard.  In a similar way it is 

important that the pupils’ folders are kept to a very high standard: neat, well-organised and reflect the 

grade submitted. 

Sixth Form 

Preparation 

W/B  

24th May 

In this week we will pass on key messages that will help pupils make the best possible start, both 

academically and pastorally, to Sixth Form study and prepare for the important Bridging Week. 

Celebrations W/B  

24th May 

We will use this final week of the half-term to celebrate the completion of your time in St Leonard’s, 

We will also use this week if any pupils need to catch up or complete any outstanding work.  For those 

pupils who have completed everything, this will be their last week in school. 
May Half-Term Holiday 

Half Term 6 

Final Checks W/B 7th June If any pupil has missed an assessment, we would use this time to complete any outstanding work. 

Submission of 

Grades 

Friday  

18th June 

All subject grades are also moderated by the leadership team, before being signed off by the Headteacher 

and submitted to the exam board by 18th June 2021. 

Sixth Form 

Preparation:  

Bridging Week 

21st – 30th 

June 

This is an opportunity to make an excellent start to Sixth Form study, introducing students to A Level 

courses, ‘super-curricular’ work, and routes of progression to University. 

GCSE Results Day Thursday  
12th August 

We will publish details about collection of GCSE results prior to Results Day.  In 2020 we offered pupils 
the opportunity to either collect in person or to receive the results electronically and similar 

arrangements will be in place this year.     

We hope that the rigour of our process will ensure that all pupils receive the grade that reflects their 

excellent work this year.  Should there be any appeals, this process will start from Results Day and details 
will be shared once exam boards have determined how the process will work. 

  



 


