
BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN BUSINESS   

The Edexcel Level 3 BTEC National Diploma in Business is designed to give learners the 

knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to prepare them for employment. The 

course is the equivalent of studying three A levels and upon completion would receive grades 

ranging from Pass (CCC) to Merit (BBB) to Distinction (AAA).  

Examining Board    Specification 

Edexcel     To follow BTEC National Diploma (Route B) 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN BUSINESS 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to this course.  
 
BTEC Extended Diploma 

This equates to 3 A Levels and will require 15 hours per week lesson time.  There are 13 

units in total, 7 which are mandatory of which 4 of these are externally assessed and 6 

optional units of work to achieve your qualification.   

The BTEC Extended Diploma Course: 7 mandatory units: 

Unit 1 Exploring Business  

This unit of work is internally assessed and throughout this unit you will gain an overview of 

the key ingredients for business success, how businesses are organised, how they 

communicate, the characteristics of the environment in which they operate, and how this 

shapes them and their activities. 

 

Unit 2 Developing a Marketing Campaign 

For this unit you will gain an overview of the key ingredients for business success, how 

businesses are organised, how they communicate, the characteristics of the environment in 

which they operate, and how this shapes them and their activities.  This unit of work is 

externally assessed by the exam board and is to be completed under supervised conditions 

for 3 hours timetabled by the exam board.  The marks available for this unit of work are 70 

and it will be completed using a computer and submitted electronically. 

 

Unit 3 Personal and Business Finance  

This unit will provide a foundation for a number of other finance and business units and will 

help you to analyse profitability, liquidity and business efficiency.  This unit of work is 

externally assessed and is 2 hours in length. The marks available for this unit are 80.  

 

Unit 4 Managing an Event 

This unit of work is internally assessed and throughout this unit you will investigate a 

number of successful events, both large and small, and use this research to assess the 

feasibility of events to plan and run yourself. 

 

Unit 5 International Business  

This unit of work is internally assessed and throughout this unit you will explore the 

benefits and issues associated with international business activities. You will investigate the 

economic environment and cultural factors in international markets and the influence they 

have on how business is conducted.  

 



Unit 6 Principles of Management  

For this unit you will examine how businesses adapt their approaches to management in 

response to challenges in their environment.  This unit of work is externally assessed and is 

3 hours in length and is to be completed under supervised conditions for 3 hours 

timetabled by the exam board.  The marks available for this unit are 88.  

 

Unit 7 Business Decision Making 

For this unit you will consider business situations/scenarios where you are required to 

select and use appropriate evidence from several sources to support your arguments.  This 

unit of work is externally assessed and is 3 hours in length and is to be completed under 

supervised conditions for 3 hours timetabled by the exam board.  The marks available for 

this unit are 70. 

 
The optional units (units will be chosen from the following based on the needs of the students 

taking the course) some of these include: 

 Recruitment and Selection Process  Investigating Customer Service  Team Building in 

Business  

 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

The course was first introduced in 2016 and Year 13 students have found the course 

challenging and interesting due to the variety and range of assignments available for study. 

Teachers bring the course to life by arranging for visits to local businesses and for visiting 

speakers to come into school and talk to students about real business contexts. On the whole 

students enjoy the course and find topic areas interesting. There are areas of the course that 

are challenging and students will need to be prepared to work to develop their understanding. 

Students do tend to enjoy aspects such as marketing and the study in human resources. It is 

important that students come to the course with the intention of developing a critical 

approach and an independence of thought. The course involves the completion of 

coursework units which are internally assessed and the assessment is then verified by the 

exam board. Therefore the ability to work to set deadlines is crucial to succeed in this subject. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

Although this course will be a full-time course and studied on its own Business Studies fits 

well with almost all other subjects and there are some areas of cross-over where topics are 

covered in other subjects e.g. motivation in P.E. and Psychology and Business location in 

Geography so if you have interests in these areas it helps.   

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Students who study Business in the Sixth Form and beyond will have a huge range of 

occupations from which to choose. In the past we have had students go on to take courses 

in Business Management, Marketing, Human Resources, Languages, Event Management and 

Public Relations to name just a few. There is a wide range of degree courses that include 

some element of Business Studies.  
 

 
 

 

 


