
Dear Families  

  
COVID-19 Update to Families – Thursday 30th April 2020 

 

Pope Francis dedicated his morning Mass today to those who have died because of the Covid-19 

pandemic. He prayed especially for those who have died ‘anonymously’ and have been buried in 

common graves. The Holy Father took a verse from the Gospel as the starting point for his homily: 

‘No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draw him.’ Our job, the Pope said, is to bear 

witness. In missionary work, it is not enough simply to teach or instruct people about the truths of the 

faith. In order to be a true proclamation, we must bear witness in our own lives, and allow the Father 

to draw people to Christ. Our witness opens the door to people’s hearts, leads them to welcome the 

message and the mystery of Jesus. Prayer then opens the Father's heart, so that He Himself will draw 

people to Jesus. Pope Francis concluded his homily saying, ‘Let us ask the Lord for the grace to live our 

work with witness and prayer, so that He, the Father, might draw people to Jesus.’ 

 

TODAY IN SCHOOL 

 

Mrs Bell began today in school with an assembly on ‘bouncebackability’. She encouraged the pupils to 

think about resilience, about never giving up. She shared with pupils the story of Robert the Bruce and 

the Spider. The famous legend is that when his spirits were at a particularly low point Robert took 

refuge in a cave. There, he watched as a spider tried over and over again to build her web before 

eventually succeeding. This is said to have inspired Robert to carry on fighting the English. This is 

resilience. This is ‘boucebackability’. Never giving up.     

 

WORKING WITH THE PE DEPARTMENT  

 

Pupils spent the morning completing their individual online tasks. After lunch, pupil were given 

opportunities to play table tennis, badminton, cricket and basketball. It was great to see the pupils 

enjoy expending some energy, and working as part of a team. 

 

GLASS HALF FULL OR GLASS HALF EMPTY?  

 

What can we learn from the great poets? Is the glass half full or is the glass half empty? We asked 

Mrs Grehan-Bradley to share some poems with us. Mrs Grehan-Bradley writes:  

 
‘As we leave what will have been for so many people, a very difficult month, it is interesting to compare the 

attitude to the month of April of two of our greatest poets: Geoffrey Chaucer writing in the 14th Century and 

TS Eliot writing in the early 20th Century. Chaucer describes the showers as ‘soote’ (‘sweet’) and invigorating 

for plants and people. Eliot, in his landmark modernist poem, presents the opposite. All he sees is sterility and 

cruelty. Literature is showing us that there is always another way of looking at something.’ 

 

Opening Lines of  

‘The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales’  

by Chaucer 1387 

Opening lines of ‘The Waste Land’  

by TS Eliot 1922 

Whan that Aprill with his shoures soote 
The droghte of March hath perced to the roote, 
And bathed every veyne in swich licour 
Of which vertu engendred is the flour; 
Whan Zephirus eek with his sweete breeth 
Inspired hath in every holt and heeth 
The tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne 
Hath in the Ram his halve cours yronne, 
And smale fowles maken melodye, 
That slepen al the nyght with open ye 

April is the cruellest month, breeding 
  

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 
  

Memory and desire, stirring 
  

Dull roots with spring rain. 
  

Winter kept us warm, covering 
  



(So priketh hem nature in hir corages), 
Thanne longen folk to goon on pilgrimages. 

 

Earth in forgetful snow, feeding 
  

A little life with dried tubers. 

 

NATIONAL AUTISTIC SOCIETY  

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) has reached every aspect of our daily lives and poses a challenge to us as 

individuals, families and organisations. The National Autistic Society has been working to disseminate 

government guidance in particular attention to autistic people and the concerns they face because of 

this public health pandemic. The Society has created a hub on their website with information and 

resources about coronavirus to help those parents/carers of children and young people with an 

autistic spectrum condition to manage and adapt to changing circumstances. 

 

https://nas-email.org.uk/YA3-6UFDH-8DKG8FZE1F/cr.aspx 
 

YEAR 10 TEAMS TEACHING 

 

A separate email has been sent on Teams to draw all the guidance together for Year 10.  Teaching is 

scheduled to start on Monday 4th May. 

 

GCSE AND A LEVEL RESULTS DAYS 

 

JCQ have announced today that the results days for GCSE and A Level will remain as previously 

planned: 

 

• Thursday 13 August for AS, A-level, EPQ and AEA Mathematics results  

• Thursday 20 August for GCSE results 

 

ONE POINT SERVICE 

 

The Durham County One Point Service is offering online support sessions for parents. Flyer attached. 

 

VE DAY BANK HOLIDAY – Friday 8th May 2020  

 

Friday 8th May 2020 is a Bank Holiday to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second 

World War in Europe (Victory in Europe Day). If you wish to send your son(s)/daughter(s) into school 

next Friday, please confirm this by emailing admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk by 12noon on Tuesday 

5th May 2020 so that we can make the required arrangements.  

 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER 

 

If your son/daughter will be attending school, please let us know. We should be grateful if you would 

confirm by 6pm the day before, if your son/daughter will attend school on the following day. 

 

PRAYER 

 

In these times of anxiety and uncertainty, perhaps we can all pray for resilience, for strength and for 

peace.  

 

O Lord, 
 

You are the light that guides my feet. 
You are the map that gives me direction. 
You are the peace that makes me strong. 
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You are the leader whom I faithfully follow. 
 

May your light illuminate my life 
And your guidance bring direction. 
May I find inspiration in your word 

And peace in my heart as I follow you. 
 

Amen. 
 

The peace and joy of the Risen Christ!  

  
“In the risen Jesus, life conquered death. This Paschal faith nourishes our hope. It is the hope of a better time, 

in which we can be better, finally freed from evil and from this pandemic. It is a hope: hope does not disappoint; 

it is not an illusion, it is a hope.” Pope Francis  

  
Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 


