
Dear Families  
  
COVID-19 Update to Families – Friday 1st May 2020, Feast of St Joseph the Worker  
  
Pope Francis celebrated Mass today for all workers, as the Church celebrates the feast of St Joseph 

the Worker, and reflects on the importance of dignity and justice in the world of work. At the start of 

Mass, Pope Francis prayed for workers around the globe. 
  
“Today, on the feast of St. Joseph the Worker and the day dedicated to workers, let us pray for all workers, so 

that no one might be without work and all might be paid a just wage. May they benefit from the dignity of work 

and the beauty of rest.” 
  
TODAY IN SCHOOL  
  
Mr Gray began today’s assembly with a little quiz. What would your answers be? 
  

• Hamsters can run up to 5 and half miles at night on their wheels. True or False 

• The world record for the fastest time to solve a Rubik's cube one handed is 18 seconds. 

True or False 

• Who has the most Instagram followers – The Rock or Kim Kardashian?  

• Cows can make 21 pints of milk in one day - True/False?   

• Usain Bolt has 6 Olympic Gold medals - Higher / Lower? 

• Sea Otters hold hands when they sleep to keep them from drifting apart - True/False?   

  
Answers in Monday’s email.  
  
Mr Gray went on to talk to the pupils about the importance of staying in contact with people and the 

different ways we have found to do that. However, he suggested to the pupils that there is great power 

in receiving a card and/or a letter and shared an image of the thousands of cards received by Captain 

(now Colonel) Tom. Perhaps we can all consider a person to whom we might write or send a card.    
  
WORKING WITH THE HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENTS  
  
Today the pupils worked with the History & Geography departments. Pupils spent the morning creating 

their own flags to represent what is important to them, they also spent time identifying places where 

they have lived on Google Earth. After time being spent on their online work, pupils accepted the 

afternoon challenge, building helmets. The idea was to demonstrate the significance of helmets to 

soldiers. Pupils had to create their own helmet to protect a water balloon as they drop it onto the 

floor. If the helmet failed, the water balloon popped. If the helmet protected the water balloon, then 

pupils were able to choose between Mr Gray, Mr Smith or Mr Curry as to who should get soaked. 
  
VE DAY – Friday 8th May 2020 
  
When VE Day dawns on 8th May 2020 it will be 75 years since the guns fell silent at the end of the 

Second World War in Europe. Nearly six years of carnage and destruction had come to an end and 

millions of people took to the streets and pubs to celebrate peace, mourn their loved – ones and to 

hope for the future, but not forgetting those still in conflict until 15th August when it was announced 

that Japan had surrendered unconditionally to the Allies, effectively ending World War II. It will be an 

opportunity for us all to remember the enormous sacrifices that were made at home and abroad and 

to joyously celebrate as people did 75 years ago, the arrival of peace in Europe. 
  
Obviously because of the terrible impact of the current Coronavirus emergency we will not be allowed 

to commemorate this historic day as a whole school community. However, there are some suggested 



activities on the school website for organising a 'stay at home' street party. These include making your 

own bunting, organising a sing-a-long or even making your own ginger beer. Remember, if you do 

something fun on the day, please take a picture and we can then post it onto the history department’s 

Twitter account, @STLDHistory. 
  
PRAYER REQUESTS 
  
Thank you for the prayer requests that we are beginning to receive. This week we have been asked to 

pray for all of the children and young people who we support in school, who we care for at home and 

for those in the wider community, who are struggling to cope at this time as a result of mental health 

issues, anxiety and for those with special educational needs. Please include these prayer intentions with 

your own.   
  
ONLINE WORK 
  
The next folder of work has been published on the school website.  We have made some changes to 

the way in which work has been set.  The work now includes ‘core’ and ‘extension’ work.  This will 

keep pupils focused on the most essential work as ‘the core’ and if pupils are really interested and have 

time to extend their learning, they can complete the extension tasks. 
  
YEAR 10 TEAMS 
  
We really hope these lessons go well next week, please do feedback via the admin email any queries 

or questions you may have about the lessons.  Although pupils cannot at this stage ask questions 

verbally within the lesson, they can submit questions to the teacher in the chat facility of the lesson 

before, during or after the lesson.  We have worked hard to anticipate any technical issues and thank 

you for your patience if there are any issues next week; if there are any issues, we will seek to resolve 

them as soon as possible.  Sometimes classes have been combined so pupils will not always be with 

their normal teacher, but when they hand in work it will go to their normal class teacher. 
  
CAREERS 
  
A reminder that the school’s weekly careers bulletin continues to be published on our school 

website every week.  It is packed with links, advice and guidance for pupils and students of all ages. 
  
LOWER SCHOOL CHOIR 
  
We are very excited to announce that we will be creating a virtual recording of The Gael. This was 

the piece that the lower school choir were going to perform at our Easter concert. Students can find 

instructions on what they need to do in the Year 7/Year 8 / Music/Lower School Choir Folder.  
  
VE DAY BANK HOLIDAY – Friday 8th May 2020  
  
Friday 8th May 2020 is a Bank Holiday to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second 

World War in Europe (Victory in Europe Day). If you wish to send your son(s)/daughter(s) into school 

next Friday, please confirm this by emailing admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk by 12noon on Tuesday 

5th May 2020 so that we can make the required arrangements.  
  
ATTENDANCE REMINDER 
  
If your son/daughter will be attending school, please let us know. We should be grateful if you would 

confirm by 6pm the day before, if your son/daughter will attend school on the following day. 
  
SIXTH FORM NEWSLETTER 
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Please find attached this week’s Sixth Form Newsletter.  
  
PRAYER 
  
A prayer for today’s Feast Day.  
  

 Lord God, You have created all things,  
and imposed on man the necessity of work.  
Grant that, following St Joseph’s example,  

and under his protection,  
we may accomplish the works You give us  

and obtain the rewards You promise.  
This we ask through our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 
  
The peace and joy of the Risen Christ!  
  
“In the risen Jesus, life conquered death. This Paschal faith nourishes our hope. It is the hope of a better time, 

in which we can be better, finally freed from evil and from this pandemic. It is a hope: hope does not disappoint; 

it is not an illusion, it is a hope.” Pope Francis  
  

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us  
 

 

 


