
Dear Families   
   

COVID-19 Update to Families – Friday 24th April 2020  
  

At the beginning of Mass today, the Holy Father, Pope Francis prayed for teachers and students during 

the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. “We pray today for teachers who have to work so hard to provide lessons 

via the internet and other digital ways, and we also pray for students who have to take exams in a way they 

are not used to. Let us accompany them with prayer.” In his homily, Pope Francis reflected on the Gospel 

reading about the loaves and the fishes (John 6:1-15) focusing on the sentence, “He said this only to 

put Philip to the test; he himself knew exactly what he was going to do.” The Gospel, noted the Pope, 

“is full of these gestures of Jesus to make His disciples grow to become pastors of the people of God.” 

One of the things Jesus loved most, he underlined, “was to be with the crowd because this too is a 

symbol of the universality of redemption. And one of the things the Apostles didn't like most was the 

crowd because they liked to be close to the Lord, to hear everything the Lord said.” Despite having 

their day of rest ruined, commented Pope Francis, the disciples listen to Jesus and talk amongst each 

other. In this way, said the Pope, “the Lord sought closeness with the people and sought to form the 

hearts of the pastors to the closeness with the people of God to serve them.” The Pope then brought 

up the example when Jesus was with the children. There, Jesus wanted the disciples to understand that 

He didn’t mind being disturbed; he wanted the little children to come to him, the Pope said.   
  

TODAY IN SCHOOL   
  

Mrs Storey began today is an inspirational and motivational assembly. She shared the story of Nick 

Vujicic, a man born with no hands and no feet, but a man who lives a life full of determination to face 

his fears and overcome adversity. His story is a challenge to all of us to realise that we can overcome 

the challenges that we are facing at this time. His story is one that can help us to realise that we are 

stronger than we realise, that with adversity comes courage and with difficult comes strength.    
    
WORKING WITH THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT  

  
Pupils started the day by creating mazes, requiring perseverance especially for those who were 

ambitious with the size of their original rectangle. They used rulers and had to follow specific 

instructions which they did well. After that, pupils split into two groups, one with Mr Old investigating 

both line and rotational symmetry. The pupils investigated just how prevalent symmetry is in the flags 

of the world and in company logos that we see every day. Pupils had a challenge of trawling the internet 

to find logos, flags, emblems and other things that satisfied certain criteria of line and rotational 

symmetry. The longest word we found with one line of symmetry was COOKBOOK!  Mr Thompson’s 

group considered their knowledge of mathematical words, and how to describe precisely mathematical 

words such as “symmetry”, “parallel”, “perpendicular”, “polygon”, “right angle” and “sphere” to each 

other.  Mr Thompson set a boys versus girls challenge where he described mathematical words and 

each team had to correctly guess the word from his descriptions.  In a close contest, the boys just 

defeated the girls! Pupils also had a go at creating their own mathematical word searches and some 

even requested individual tuition on areas of maths of which they were keen to develop their 

knowledge. As well as counting the days, it is clear that the pupils are making the days count.    
  

WHY I LOVE SHAKESPEARE   
  

Yesterday, the English Department celebrated Shakespeare’s birthday in style, via the wonders of 

@stldenglish on Twitter. So many pupils, past and present, joined in to reminisce about their 

Shakespeare lessons with the English Department, and the lessons for life, as well as for GCSE and A 

level, they learned by studying our greatest writer, poet and dramatist. It was also clear, what a solace 

some of Shakespeare’s lines are providing for our pupils at the moment, such as: ‘But if the while I think 

on thee, dear friend, all losses are restored and sorrows end.’ Sonnet 30 'Friends thou hast, and their adoption 



tried grapple them unto thy soul with hoops of steel.' Hamlet. The contributions from the English 

Department, to the annual question we ask are:  
  
Mrs Smith: ‘I love Shakespeare because his plays are a kaleidoscope. A most apt line for now is from Celia in 

'As You Like It' : 'Was is not is'’  
  
Mrs Clements loves Shakespeare because: ‘whatever new insights psychology reveals about human 

nature he has already uncovered them. I love his metaphors, humour and the colours he gives 

language.’  
  
Mr McConnell loves Shakespeare because: ‘he truly understood people. His characters and their 

motives still resonate with modern audiences and we find ourselves recognising and empathising with 

them, whether it is love, poor choices, difficult family relationships, jealousy, anger, regret, ambition 

or being misunderstood...the list is endless!’  
  
Mrs GB loves Shakespeare because: ‘he shows us the wonder and the pain of what it means to be 

human; and he also shows us the remedies 'one touch of nature makes the whole world kin'. Troilus 

and Cressida’  
  
Mr Hughes loves Shakespearean Comedy: ‘for the (mainly) happy resolutions to the chaos/complexity 

presented (looking forward to 'Twelfth Night') and I love Tragedy for the inexorable slide to disaster - 

recognise your own fatal flaws. Still working on Histories!’  
  
Miss D loves Shakespeare because: ‘of witticisms such as "I do desire we become better strangers".’  
  
Mrs Jackson loves Shakespeare because: ‘he has a line in a play that can articulate exactly whatever 

feeling we may be experiencing, at any time.’  
  
Mrs Grant loves Shakespeare because: ‘he created such dramatic characters and gives such an insight 

into feelings and motives.’  
  
Miss McKay loves Shakespeare because: ‘his words can be like riddles, making the reading even more 

rewarding!’  
  
Miss Brignall loves Shakespeare because: ‘he challenges so many different stereotypes throughout his 

plays. The messages in his plays are timeless and are still very relevant in today’s society!’  
  
Why do you love Shakespeare? Perhaps you could write and tell us.    

  
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY – The Scottish Play (Macbeth)  

  
The Royal Shakespeare Company’s production of Macbeth will be streamed on YouTube from 11am 

- 12pm, pupils, students, schools and parents are able to go behind the scenes and see how RSC actors 

approach the text of Macbeth with the RSC’s free online live lesson. Recorded in 2018 alongside their 

most recent production of Macbeth, this Live Lesson focuses on the character of Lady Macbeth. Niamh 

Cusack as Lady Macbeth works with Assistant Director Peter Bradley on key speeches from Act 1, 

Scene 5 and help to unlock the language, offering a greater understanding of the plot, and character 

choices in Macbeth. The Live Lesson is suitable for KS2 - KS4.   
  
The RSC has created some great resources to help you prepare for the Live Lesson, including a 

context film about the play during Shakespeare's time, a video breaking down the plot of Macbeth 

and a resource pack filled with activities.  
  

http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTg0XzM5NzUyXzk1MDQ0XzcwOTA&l=0ea664ed-a884-ea11-bf4f-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MM-EDULiveLessonRegistered&utm_content=version_A
http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTg0XzM5NzUyXzk1MDQ0XzcwOTA&l=0fa664ed-a884-ea11-bf4f-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MM-EDULiveLessonRegistered&utm_content=version_A
http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTg0XzM5NzUyXzk1MDQ0XzcwOTA&l=10a664ed-a884-ea11-bf4f-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MM-EDULiveLessonRegistered&utm_content=version_A
http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTg0XzM5NzUyXzk1MDQ0XzcwOTA&l=11a664ed-a884-ea11-bf4f-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MM-EDULiveLessonRegistered&utm_content=version_A


If you should like to learn more about Macbeth or being actor at the RSC, tweet your questions using 

the hashtag #RSCMacbeth by 12pm on 28 April.   
  
After the Live Lesson, @RSC_Education will tweet the actors' answers, so be sure to check 

#RSCMacbeth in the afternoon.  
  

Access the Macbeth Live Lesson via this link at 11am on 28 April    
  

‘Year 10 and Year 11 pupils should make a special effort and take advantage of this opportunity. 

‘Methought I heard a voice cry, ‘Sleep no more!’ Indeed, Year 10 and Year 11 Sleep no more! Watch 

Macbeth!’    
  

EDUCATIONAL VISITS UPDATE (information from 22nd April 2020)  
   

Parents/carers with sons/daughters who were due to travel on one of the school’s overseas trips this 

summer will, no doubt, have questions about the status of these trips. Please be assured that we are 

in regular contact with the tour providers and are working to provide a definitive response to your 

questions/queries. It remains highly unlikely that any international trip will go ahead given the current 

crisis. However, until further clarification is received from the Department for Education and/or the 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office regarding travel, final decisions about these trips cannot be made. 

Each trip is subject to the Terms & Conditions agreed with the tour operator. Thank you for your 

continued patience and understanding. We will provide parents/carers with further updates as soon as 

more information is available. At this time, no further payments for any educational visit should be 

made.  
  

EDUCATIONAL VISITS: Germany July 2020  
  

The planned trip to Germany for July 2020 has now been officially cancelled. Any money paid will be 

refunded including the deposit. Please note that money will be refunded via School Comms. The initial 

£50 deposit will be refunded through SchoolComms as soon as the tour operator refunds the school, 

other payments will be processed in the next few working days. Thank you for your patience.   
  
Please note that this information only applies to the Germany trip. Further information will be sent 

out regarding other trips as soon as it becomes available.    
  
OXFORD UNIVERSITY DIGITAL RESOURCE HUB  
  
Oxford University has compiled the best of its digital resources to support learning and exploration. 

They can help parents and teachers to feed the curiosity of growing minds and inspire them to think 

broadly. These resources can also enable older students to explore their passions and interests further, 

and to discover more about Oxford. There are resources available for pupils of all ages, for 

parents/carers and teachers. Please use the link below to access these excellent resources:   
  

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/increasing-access/ug-digital-resources  
  
READING YEARS 7-13  
  
The online work folders now contain reading and activity lists for all seven year groups.    
  
YEAR 10 TEACHING LESSONS ON MICROSOFT TEAMS  
  
Classes for Year 10 will start week beginning 4th May.  It is planned that all subjects will have one lesson 

a week, these lessons will complement the work that is set via the school website.  These lessons will 

be hosted on Microsoft Teams: the pupils will be able to listen to the teacher and see the resources 

http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTg0XzM5NzUyXzk1MDQ0XzcwOTA&l=5cb7c621-ab84-ea11-bf4f-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MM-EDULiveLessonRegistered&utm_content=version_A
http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTg0XzM5NzUyXzk1MDQ0XzcwOTA&l=0ea664ed-a884-ea11-bf4f-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MM-EDULiveLessonRegistered&utm_content=version_A
http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTg0XzM5NzUyXzk1MDQ0XzcwOTA&l=0ea664ed-a884-ea11-bf4f-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MM-EDULiveLessonRegistered&utm_content=version_A
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/increasing-access/ug-digital-resources


from the teacher, but given the large number of pupils in Year 10 classes, pupils will not be able to 

make verbal contributions to the lesson.  If pupils have any queries though they will be able to raise 

these using the online chat facility within Teams.  Next week a timetable will be published to parents 

and pupils and guidance given for pupils to access Microsoft Teams. To login pupils will need to use 

their school username and password.  
  
YEAR 10 PE  
  
The work that has been submitted for Year 10 PE coursework will be transferred to Teams next week.  

Once this has been initiated pupils will be able to receive teacher feedback on their work.  In the 

meantime, the PE Department would like to acknowledge and thank the pupils in Year 10 for the 

excellent work they have submitted to date.  
  
YEARS 7-9  
  
The school is looking to explore the use of Microsoft Teams for submission of work for pupils in Years 

7, 8 and 9 after the Year 10 teaching is launched on Teams.  If pupils and parents want to celebrate 

some of the work that they are currently completing we would encourage parents to submit the work 

the department’s twitter page, e.g. @STLDMusic, @STLDHistory etc.  
  

YEAR 11 BRIDGING WORK  
  
There has been a very positive response to the Bridging Work put in place for Year 11.  We appreciate 

that many students will find it hard to access this work at first, please do not be put off by this.  There 

is always a significant step up when you take A level, and this is even more pronounced when the work 

is taught remotely.  Please don’t be put off by this and just try your best with the work.  After May 

half-term we hope to launch some initial teaching sessions for students in Year 11 to help prepare 

them for Sixth Form.  
  
MASSES FOR THE SICK AND THEIR FAMILIES, NHS FRONT-LINE WORKERS AND 

THOSE WORKING IN SOCIAL CARE   
  

The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales recognise that this time of the COVID-19 pandemic is 

affecting every person in our countries. Those who are sick, and their families, are suffering many 

hardships of isolation from contact with those they love. Our front-line workers in hospitals and in 

care homes all over our lands are giving exceptional service to those who are vulnerable at this time. 

In order to show a spiritual solidarity with all those who are involved in the ways described above, 

each week from next Thursday, a Catholic Bishop will celebrate Mass in their Cathedral which will be 

live-streamed for people to join.  
  
This will take place every Thursday at 7pm.    
30 April: Bishop Richard Moth  
Our Lady and St Philip Howard, Arundel  
YouTube Channel  
  
7 May: Bishop Marcus Stock  
St Anne’s Cathedral, Leeds  
YouTube Channel  
  
14 May: Bishop Robert Byrne CO  
St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle  
YouTube Channel  
  

https://arundelcathedral.uk/
https://arundelcathedral.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7I-pXF8v-VZfzO01zrnerQ
https://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/cathedral/
https://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/cathedral/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-xVdN6rMCG0sSgxk8Rulow
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.uk/
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw


21 May: Bishop Mark Davies  
Our Lady Help of Christians and Saint Peter of Alcantara, Shrewsbury  
  
28 May: Bishop Terence Drainey  
St Mary’s Cathedral, Middlesbrough  
YouTube Channel  
  
PRAYER  
  
Mrs Storey shared this prayer with the staff and pupils today. Perhaps you can make it your prayer too.   
  

Oh Lord, help me to be on guard so that  
 I can stand firm in my faith.   

I know that standing firm requires me   
to be determined and motivated,   

so, Lord I pray for Your help in this area of my life.   
I also pray that throughout my trials,   

I remain courageous and strong because   
You are always with me and will never leave me.   

Lord I love You with all my heart   
and I thank You for giving me the victory   

that I have received, in Jesus Name  
   

Amen.  
  
The peace and joy of the Risen Christ!   
   
“In the risen Jesus, life conquered death. This Paschal faith nourishes our hope. It is the hope of a better 

time, in which we can be better, finally freed from evil and from this pandemic. It is a hope: hope does 

not disappoint; it is not an illusion, it is a hope.” Pope Francis   
   

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.   

St Leonard. Pray for us  
 

http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/live-masses
http://middlesbroughrccathedral.org/
http://middlesbroughrccathedral.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrHHOTloR8TPdwQEC8IlPVw

