
Dear Families  

  
COVID-19 Update to Families – Wednesday 22nd April 2020 

 

Today 22nd April 2020 is the 50th ‘Earth Day’ and the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical letter 

on the environment, Laudato Si.  In her assembly this morning Mrs Grainger reminded us that both 

anniversaries call us to focus our attention and care on our common home, the earth, and to make 

meaningful and sustainable responses to her suffering. Mrs Grainger shared with us the theme for Earth 

Day 2020 - ‘Climate Action’.   

 

The Climate crisis, which we now face, is characterised by a dramatic rise in global temperatures, rising 

and warming seas, droughts, famines, and the forced migration of many people who already live on the 

margins of society. Today we have two crises: One is the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic. The other 

is a slowly building disaster for our climate. We can, will and must solve both challenges. The world 

was not prepared for the novel coronavirus. But we still have time to prepare — in every part of the 

world — for the climate crisis. The coronavirus pandemic does not shut us down. Instead, it reminds 

us of what’s at stake in our fight for the planet. If we don’t demand change to transform our planet and 

meet our climate crisis, our current state will become the new normal — a world where pandemics 

and extreme weather events span the globe, leaving already marginalised and vulnerable communities 

even more at risk. 

 

In Laudato Si, Pope Francis writes, ‘ 

 

‘This sister (Earth) now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use 

and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. We have come to see ourselves as her lords and 

masters, entitled to plunder her at will. The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected in 

the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms of life. This is why the earth 

herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she “groans in 

travail” (Rom 8:22). We have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies 

are made up of her elements, we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from her waters.’ 

 

The anniversaries of Earth Day and Laudato Si summon us to gather, reflect, and recommit ourselves 

to the Care of Earth, our Common Home.   

 

A question for us all to consider: How will our individual and collective choices and actions communicate our 

recognition of God, whose Ancient Love gave birth to the Universe and to Earth, our beloved home?  

 

WORKING WITH ENGLISH DEPARTMENT  

 

Today’s activities were led by the English Department and focused on building Drama skills. Pupils 

spent the morning developing their listening skills through a variety of team building exercises. They 

also learned about the importance of mime and gestures through watching a Charlie Chaplin silent 

movie. In the afternoon, pupils used the yard as their stage to work on and deliver their own 

interpretation of fairy tales such as Jack and the Beanstalk and Little Red-Riding Hood. Staff and pupils 

enjoyed lots of top-notch drama in the sunshine! 

 

 EDUCATIONAL VISITS UPDATE 

 

Parents/carers with sons/daughters who were due to travel on one of the school’s overseas trips this 

summer will, no doubt, have questions about the status of these trips. Please be assured that we are 

in regular contact with the tour providers and are working to provide a definitive response to your 

questions/queries. It remains highly unlikely that any international trip will go ahead given the current 

crisis. However, until further clarification is received from the Department for Education and/or the 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office regarding travel, final decisions about these trips cannot be made. 



Each trip is subject to the Terms & Conditions agreed with the tour operator. Thank you for your 

continued patience and understanding. We will provide parents/carers with further updates as soon as 

more information is available. At this time, no further payments for any educational visit should be 

made.   

 

NOT EVERYTING IS CANCELLED 

 

At a time when so many things are necessarily cancelled, many may have seen this reflection that 

reminds us that not everything is cancelled.  

 

Sunshine is not cancelled.  

Spring is not cancelled. 

Love is not cancelled. 

Relationships are not cancelled. 

Reading is not cancelled. 

Naps are not cancelled. 

Devotion is not cancelled. 

Music is not cancelled. 

Dancing is not cancelled. 

Imagination is not cancelled. 

Kindness is not cancelled. 

Conversations are not cancelled. 

Prayer is not cancelled. 

Hope is not cancelled. 

 

PRAYER  

 

This prayer for our earth was published in Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’. It is for all who 

believe in God who is the all-powerful Creator. 
 

All powerful God, 

you are present in the universe 

and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, 

that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with your peace, that we may live 

as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

O God of the poor, 

help us to rescue the abandoned 

and forgotten of this earth, 

so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, 

that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 

that we may sow beauty, 

not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts 

of those who look only for gain 

at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 

to be filled with awe and contemplation, 

to recognize that we are profoundly united 



with every creature 

as we journey towards your infinite light. 

We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle, 

for justice, love and peace. 

Amen. 

 
 

The peace and joy of the Risen Christ!  
  
“In the risen Jesus, life conquered death. This Paschal faith nourishes our hope. It is the hope of a better 

time, in which we can be better, finally freed from evil and from this pandemic. It is a hope: hope does not 

disappoint; it is not an illusion, it is a hope.” Pope Francis  
  

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 
 
 


