
Dear Families  

  

COVID-19 Update to Families – Monday 20th April 2020 

  

Happy Easter to all families. A very warm ‘welcome back’ after the holidays to everyone. As we start 

this third term can we once again thank all families for your support and understanding. As a staff, we 

gathered online, this morning. We spent a short in prayer, led by Fr Andy reflecting on God’s 

forgiveness, love and peace and remembering those in our community who have passed away over the 

break.  

  

We also shared three simple priorities for this term;  

  

1. School Running: keep the school running as normal as possible at this time 

2. Online Communication: keep on developing and improving how we communicate 

between ourselves and with home  

3. Future Planning: getting ahead for next year in all ways; curriculum, teaching and learning 

and basically in all areas!  

  

Pope Francis celebrated Holy Mass yesterday on the Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday, 

inviting us to accept Jesus’s mercy as the Apostle Thomas did, and to show that mercy to those around 

us. The Holy Father explained how Thomas helps us to understand how precious we are to the Lord 

in our vulnerability, like beautiful, fragile, but precious crystals. If we are like that crystal, Jesus’s “light 

of mercy will shine in us and through us in the world”. This light will help us wait for other people, as 

Jesus waited for Thomas, so no one is “left behind” as the entire world recovers from the Covid-19 

crisis. 

  

We really look forward this term to working with and for families. May God bless you all. 

  

WEEKLY READING 

  

Families may like to read a weekly reflection from Fr Ronald Rolheiser OMI. www.ronrolheiser.com 

  

TODAY IN SCHOOL 

  

Mr Johnson talked to the pupils and staff today about the importance of looking after your mental 

health. He reminded us about the different initiatives that are being promoted during the lockdown. 

Mr Johnson told us that it’s not always easy to remain optimistic, especially when the news seems 

bleak, but that it is important to listen to the positive messages too – of which there have been many. 

99-year-old Captain Thomas Moore has raised £25 million (and still rising!) for the NHS by walking 

100 laps of his garden. One World: Together at home, Rainbows at home, Jordan Henderson has 

contacted his fellow Premier League captains to organise a coronavirus fund that will raise millions of 

pounds for the NHS. The Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra, Joe Wicks and the Body Coach amongst 

others.  

  

• Talk about how you feel. This may be difficult if you are self-isolating, but you can use the 

telephone, internet and social media. 

• Listen to others. This will help to comfort them. 

• Focus on the things that you can change, not on the things you can’t. 

• Look after yourself - physically, emotionally and spiritually. Plan to do things that you enjoy 

at regular intervals during the day – a TV programme, a phone call, a book or a game. You 

could make a list of things to do and stick to it each day. 

• Look after others. Even if only in small ways, do what you can: a smile, a kind word, 

writing a letter or an email. 

http://www.ronrolheiser.com/


• Pray. Light a candle with parents/carers, and pray for hope, faith and strength to keep loving 

and caring for each other during this time of struggle. 

  

WORKING WITH THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

  

Today in school, pupils have been working with the Science Department. The pupils have worked 

through the online resources for Science and we had a competition to design the best paper aeroplane 

- designed, tested and redesigned then tested for speed and distance. The pupils were able to talk 

about the designs and why certain paper aeroplanes were better than others.  

  

ONLINE WORK 

  

Years 7-10 and 12: There is work set for the next two weeks on the school website, this work is 

clearly marked in a new folder and the work from before Easter has been retained if pupils need to 

refer back to the work.  Please be aware that at this stage we do not have the facility for pupils in 

Years 7-10 to send work into school.  Please do not email work to school at this stage. 

  

Year 12: All Year 12 students were emailed instructions about how to access Teams and how to 

submit work on Teams before Easter.  This week it is our aim that every class will have some provision 

on Teams in an interactive session with their teacher.  If any Year 12 students have any technical 

difficulties with Teams, please email the school as soon as possible and we will endeavour to provide 

support.  Please note lesson times are set in BST, which might mean that you need to update the clock 

on your Teams: How to change default timezone in Office365/Exchange 

  

Year 11: Bridging Work for A Levels and BTECs has been available for two weeks.  We appreciate 

that it is difficult for students to begin the course without any teacher input and Year 11s must not be 

discouraged if they find the work too difficult.  If there are any pressing questions on this work, please 

direct them to school through the admin email account. 

  

Year 11 Re-sits: There have been several queries about re-sits.  Although we do not know the date 

of re-sits several pupils have asked about how they could prepare for re-sits.  The work that was set 

before Easter brought the work for GCSEs to a close.  We will keep that work online and if pupils 

want to prepare for any possible re-sits the best practice would be to use these resources (which have 

a lot of past papers) alongside their exercise books and files from this year.   

  

Year 13: There is general guidance on the school website for preparation for University and 

Apprenticeships.  The Sixth Form Twitter page contains lots of very useful updates, including guidance 

from UCAS. 

  

THE OAK ACADEMY 

  

This morning the government launched ‘The Oak Academy’, an online resource with lessons for Years 

7-10.  Our Heads of Department will review this material this week and incorporate, where 

appropriate these lessons into our online lessons/work. 

  

YEAR 10 AND YEAR 12 MOCK EXAMS 

  

Several parents have asked about mock exams for Year 10 and Year 12, which would normally have 

taken place in June and July.  At this stage the school is not in a position to know if schools will be 

open by that stage, even if the school is open the school would not rush into mock exams.  When 

school re-opens the focus will be very much on establishing classroom routines and decisions about 

mock exams would not be taken immediately.  Any decision about mock exams would ensure that 

pupils had adequate time and support in preparation for these exams, which would have to include 

substantial teacher guidance and support in school. 

https://support.office.com/en-us/article/change-your-display-language-and-time-zone-in-office-365-for-business-6f238bff-5252-441e-b32b-655d5d85d15b


  

COPING CALENDAR: Keep calm. Stay Wise. Be Kind. 

  

Please find attached a copy of Action for Happiness’ Coping Calendar (www.actionforhappiness.org). 

As we enter the second stage of the lockdown, you may find this to be a useful tool.  

  

2.6 CHALLENGE 

  

A Year 13 student, Gaynor Savage, is taking part in the 2.6 challenge. It is a challenge designed to 

fundraise for various charities to help them continue their work during the Coronavirus pandemic. She 

is running 2.6km each day for 7 days (26th April - 2nd May) and donating all the proceeds to CAFOD 

and their Coronavirus Appeal.   Here is the link to her page if you want to support her: My 2.6 

Challenge in Support of CAFOD 

  

PRAYER  

  

Mr Johnson shared this prayer with us today 

  

Loving God, we pray today for those who are confronted by the sadness, ambiguity and confusion of mental 

illness, and for those upon whom they depend for attention and compassionate care.  

Look with mercy on all whose afflictions bring them weakness, distress, confusion or isolation. Provide for 

them homes of dignity and peace; give to them understanding helpers and the willingness to accept help.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

  

The peace and joy of the Risen Christ!  

  

“In the risen Jesus, life conquered death. This Paschal faith nourishes our hope. It is the hope of a better time, 

in which we can be better, finally freed from evil and from this pandemic. It is a hope: hope does not disappoint; 

it is not an illusion, it is a hope.” Pope Francis  

  

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 

http://www.actionforhappiness.org/
http://www.justgiving.com/my-2-6-challenge-dc1384df-a7f0-4106-b892-c80637745b52
http://www.justgiving.com/my-2-6-challenge-dc1384df-a7f0-4106-b892-c80637745b52

