
Easter Tuesday – 14th April 2020 

 

We wish all our parents, carers, pupils and wider families a very happy and holy Easter.   

 

The Church celebrates the feast of Easter for 50 days until the feast of Pentecost.  The theme of Easter 

hope takes on a new significance this year and, in his Easter Sunday Urbi et Orbi message, Pope Francis 

reflected on this theme.  The Latin title refers to the ‘City’ (of Rome) and the ‘World’.  In his message 

the Pope challenged us to banish indifference, self-centredness and division and spread, at this time, 

the ‘contagion of hope’.  He concluded his message with this blessing: “May Christ, who has already 

defeated death and opened for us the way to eternal salvation, dispel the darkness of our suffering 

humanity and lead us into the light of His glorious day. A day that knows no end.’  The full text of the 

address is here. 

 
WORKING WITH THE BUSINESS DEPARTMENT 

  
Mr Coon began today’s assembly with a reflection on the Pope’s Easter message.  Pope Francis has 

called Christians to be "messengers of life in times of death."  The Gospel stories use the powerful 

image of the empty robes in the tomb that signify the resurrection: ‘He is not here for he has risen’ 

(Matthew 28:6).  Although it may feel like we are still in the tomb this Easter, joy and hope can spring 

from unexpected sources. While in isolation Mr Coon and his son saw children making chalk-drawings 

in the street on the themes of rainbows, love for the NHS, friendship and hope in difficult times.  Today, 

the pupils used chalk to draw their images of life, hope and joy on the school yard.  The Business 

Department led lessons today looking at the characteristics that make a good leader and looking at 

the role the government plays, currently and in more normal times.  Pupils also designed their ideal 

town, thinking through the goods, services and facilities they would prioritise. 

  

A Prayer of Hope from today’s assembly 

 

We are not people of fear:  
we are people of courage.  
We are not people who protect our own safety:  
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.  
We are not people of greed:  
we are people of generosity.  
We are your people God,  
giving and loving,  
wherever we are,  
whatever it costs  
For as long as it takes  
wherever you call us. 

Amen 

 

 
MEDIC MENTORS 

 

A student in Year 12 has recently volunteered as a ‘Medic Mentor’ to raise money for the Royal Medical 

Benevolent Fund (an organisation that supports doctors with physical, emotional and psychological 

needs). She comments: ‘I think that this is a great way to show our gratitude and respect for all the 

amazing doctors that make up the frontline’.  For further information on her work and the work of 

the charity, please visit their website.   

 
LOCAL PARISH COMMUNITY 

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html
https://medicmentor.co.uk/how-to-become-a-doctor-covid-19-mission/


The local parish websites are a rich source of prayers, readings and reflections, including personal 

reflections from local priests and members of the parish community.  Hearing the voices of our local 

community online is a powerful way for our communities to strengthen their bonds at this current 

time.  Some parishes also advertise ways in which people can volunteer in the current situation.  Below 

are links to some of the local parish communities that have an on-line presence.   

 
St John Boste Parish – West Durham  
 
St Bede - Sacriston 
 
St Joseph – Birtley 
 
St Cuthbert – Chester-le-Street 
  
Durham Martyrs  
 
St Cuthbert - Durham 
 
 
EASTER TUESDAY GOSPEL 

 

‘I have seen the Lord and he has spoken to me.’ 

 

Mary stayed outside near the tomb, weeping. Then, still weeping, she stooped to look inside, and saw 

two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been, one at the head, the other at the feet. 

They said, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ ‘They have taken my Lord away’ she replied, ‘and I don’t 

know where they have put him.’ As she said this she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, though 

she did not recognise him. Jesus said, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?’ 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have taken him away, tell me where you have 

put him, and I will go and remove him.’ Jesus said, ‘Mary!’ She knew him then and said to him in Hebrew, 

‘Rabbuni!’ – which means Master. Jesus said to her, ‘Do not cling to me, because I have not yet ascended 

to the Father. But go and find the brothers and tell them: I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 

to my God and your God.’ So, Mary of Magdala went and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord 

and that he had said these things to her. 

 

REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL: KNOWN BY GOD  

  

In Romeo and Juliet, Juliet poses the famous question, “What’s in a name?”  In today’s Gospel we might 

well ask a similar question.  Mary, having known Jesus for years, is unable to recognise his resurrected 

form until he calls her name, Mary!  What’s going on here?  What’s in a name that with only one word 

its speaker is suddenly and mysteriously made known?  Maybe St. John is telling us that when Jesus 

speaks our name – in a smile, in a word, in an embrace, in any and every experience of grace – he is 

not just stringing one or a few syllables together: he is telling us something about himself, that in him 

we are truly known.  When we recognise this we, like Mary, come to know him more fully, even as 

we are fully known (cf. 1 Cor. 13:12). 

  

—Erin Kast, SJ, is a Jesuit scholastic of the Midwest Province studying philosophy at Loyola University Chicago. 

 
 
PRAYER 

  

  

Reader:          This is the Good News –  

   the grave is empty, 

https://wdrcp.wordpress.com/
https://stbedescatholicchurch.co.uk/
http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/Parish-of-St-Bede-St-Cuthbert-375047405964616/
https://www.durhammartyrs.co.uk/
http://www.stcuthberts-durham.org.uk/
https://jesuitsmidwest.org/
https://www.luc.edu/


   Christ is risen. 

ALL:                Alleluia!  

  

Reader:          This is the Good News -  

  the light shines in the darkness 

  and the darkness can never put it out. 

ALL:                Alleluia!  

  

Reader:          This is the Good News –  

                         once we were no people, 

                         now we are God’s people 

ALL:               Alleluia!  

  

Reader:          Christ is our peace, 

                         the indestructible peace 

                         the peace we share with each other. 

ALL:               Alleluia!  

  

Reader:             Christ is Risen! 

ALL:               He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
The peace and joy of the Risen Christ!  

  

“In the risen Jesus, life conquered death. This Paschal faith nourishes our hope. It is the hope of a better time, 

in which we can be better, finally freed from evil and from this pandemic. It is a hope: hope does not disappoint; 

it is not an illusion; it is a hope.” Pope Francis  

  

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 


