
INFORMATION FROM EMAIL SENT: Thursday 26th March 2020 

 

Dear Families 

 

COVID-19 Update to Parents – Thursday 26th March 2020  

 

Salut! Salve! Hallo! ¿Qué tal? Cześć. Yes, today the Languages department were working with our 

pupils. On this beautiful spring day, Mrs McKelvie shared with pupils and staff a prayer and reflection 

about gratitude. We were encouraged to think about the little things for which we are grateful. A 

sunny day, a gentle breeze a beautiful garden. She shared with a revised version of the poem shared 

on Monday. This time, a reflection for our pupils with some things they may miss and may be looking 

forward to once again.  

 
"When this is over, may we never again take for granted 

A fist pump with a friend 
A trip to the sweet shop 

A crowded cinema 
Friday night sleepovers 

The taste of communion 
The packed school bus  

A milkshake with a friend 
Maths class Monday period 5 

Getting changed for PE 
The Metro Centre on a Saturday afternoon 
The park in Chester on a Sunday morning 

Rowing down a river in a team of 4 
When this ends,  

May we appreciate all of these things a little more 
May we love each other a little more 
May we hug our families a little more 
May we say thank you a little more” 

 

Thank you for the emails and telephone messages that we are continuing to receive. We are working, 

currently, on setting up online communication for groups of staff, trialling ideas with regards to marking 

and teaching online (see below).  

 

During Holy Week and Easter Week, we are planning to keep the school open for children of key 

workers. We will provide further details about this over the next few days. We will also provide 

families with subject activities, projects and competitions, ideas for things that can be completed at 

home.  

 

WORKING WITH LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT  

 
Today pupils were provided with a range of language-based activities, which included a French breakfast 

with mini brioches and pain au chocolat. Keeping up the theme of languages one of the pupils produced 

a rainbow labelled with the colours in a variety of European languages. Time was spent on the yard 

taking in the early spring weather and having a kick about – which our Year 7 pupil won hands down. 

Staff and pupils then returned to the classroom where set work was completed, with the option later 

to do a languages quiz and leisure related vocabulary activities in French and German.  

 

Es hat viel Spaß gemacht! Es war echt toll! Tout le monde s’est bien amusé! C’était rigolo! 

 
ONLINE LESSONS 

 

Today we also had our first ‘online lesson’. Mr Robertson’s Year 12 Biology class had their lesson using 

Microsoft Teams.  We hope to extend this to all Year 12 classes over the coming weeks.  This online 



teaching also allows for pupils to submit work.  We will keep you updated as this trial progresses.  At 

this stage it would be invaluable if all Year 12 students could access their school email and familiarise 

themselves with the Teams App.  This is available through the 9-dot menu button at the top left of all 

Microsoft Office 365 packages. 

 

PREPARING FOR SIXTH FORM STUDY: YEAR 11 

 

Departments are currently working on ‘bridging’ material that will help pupils prepare for A Levels and 

Level 3 BTEC qualifications in the Sixth Form.  This work will be available after Easter.  There will also 

be an overall introduction to our Sixth Form, the pastoral care, study skills, university preparation and 

career guidance that is offered to all Sixth Form students at St Leonard’s. 

 

GCSE AND A LEVEL GRADES 

 

The Department for Education has indicated that further guidance will be given on this next week.  We 

will keep you updated as soon as this information is available. 

 
ATTENDANCE REMINDER 

 

If your son/daughter will be attending school, please let us know. We should be grateful if you would 

confirm by 6pm the day before, if your son/daughter will attend school on the following day. 

 

PRAYER RESOURCES  

 
Parents/carers and pupils may find the following links to prayer resources helpful.  

 

https://thepopevideo.org/prayfortheworld/ 

 

https://www.popesprayer.va/  

 

https://pray-as-you-go.org/  

 

LIVE STREAMING OF DAILY MASS 

 
The following parishes in our Diocese have set up a live stream of Holy Mass. Please visit the links for 

more details: 

 

St Mary's Cathedral, Newcastle: Cathedral's YouTube Channel. Each day at 12.00 noon (Sunday 

at 11.30am) Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and devotions live streamed at 5.00pm each day.  

 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Sunderland: YouTube channel . You can also find details and 

information on their Facebook page.    

 

St Mary's, Hexham Via their website or YouTube channel. Sunday Mass 10.00am, weekday Mass 

6.00pm and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Sunday 4.00pm. 

 

You can also access information on the celebration of Mass from across the United Kingdom and 

beyond by visiting https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ 

 
PRAYER 

 

Mrs McKelvie shared this prayer with the staff and pupils today. Perhaps we can all make this prayer 

our own.  

https://thepopevideo.org/prayfortheworld/
https://www.popesprayer.va/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXhc6tLNxh0Z0tkaJQ1sB6g
https://www.facebook.com/OurLadyOfMercySunderland/
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/www.stmaryshexham.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOlWhLHE2HpDpPw63h477aA
https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/


 
Dear Lord 

In these times of uncertainty 
Help us see the light 

Remind us of the beauty we have around us 
Remind us how lucky we are 

Amen 

 

May God bless you, your families and friends at this time and always.  

 

Our Lady, help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 


