
INFORMATION FROM EMAIL SENT: Friday 27th March 2020 
 
Dear Families  
 
COVID-19 Update to Parents – Friday 27th March 2020  
 
Nearly the end of what has been a very different week to say the least. We are very grateful for all 
the continued hard work and dedication of staff, pupils/students and families to ‘keep things going’. 
Our immediate priorities are simple: 
 

 Next Week: to continue to provide guidance for families and pupils next week, especially 
Year 11 and Year 13. We are expecting some further guidance on how Year 11 and Year13 
grades will be calculated. 

 Routines: We are trying to get normal rhythms of school life re-established as best we can. 
We will share more on this next week. 

 Easter: Setting up activities for the Easter break and pupil work for our return. It is important 
we all have a rest over the break to keep life as normal as possible given the circumstances.  

 
Many thanks for all the effort that is going on to support the school from families; your messages of 
support, photos and communication regarding the work set. We are putting out a sheet today 
(attached to this email) that celebrates of all that has gone on this week for us all to enjoy.   
 
On 28th March 1515 Teresa of Ávila, also called Saint Teresa of Jesus, original name Teresa de Cepeda 
y Ahumada, was born. A Spanish nun, she is one of the great mystics and religious women of the 
Catholic Church, an author of spiritual classics. One of her more famous works is: 
 
“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which 
he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands 
through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his 
body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” 
 
This powerful piece has been the focus of much of our work with the pupils in school this week. 
Helping us all to remember that although, in these days we are distanced, we are not apart. From 
rainbows in windows to applause for NHS and other frontline workers, may the physical distance 
never allow us to forget the bonds of community.  
 
WORKING WITH THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
 
Today pupils were entertained with a variety of mathematical activities and challenges. From 
deciphering coded messages using the Caesar shift (A-Z shifted from 1 to 25 places) and atbash codes 
(A-Z reversed) to online maths games to creating mazes and labyrinths (there is a difference! Mazes 
have many branching paths, with only one path leading to the centre or exit, whereas labyrinths are 
unicursal or single-pathed).  
 
Can you crack the code below? 

  
J uijol zpv hfu uijt (Caesar shift 1) 

  
Wklv zdv wkh pdlq frgh xvhg eb Fdhvdu’v wurrsv (Caear shift 3) 

  
Gib nzprmt blfi ldm (Atbash) 

 
We will send out the answers next week. 

  



ONLINE WORK 
 

 Current Work Yr11 and Yr13: It is important that the course is brought to a natural 
conclusion and pupil/student organisation is important here in the guidance we are giving them 
at the moment. We are suggesting that pupils/students, should simply organise their files next 
week. This will give a natural closure to the courses and also the files may used in evidence. 
We will know more next week on what the examination boards will use to come to final 
grades. 

 
 Current Work: Vocational: BTEC / NEA: Yr11 and Yr13: The guidance we have is 

that BTECs are continuing as normal, therefore it is vital that pupils are in the rhythm of 
completing work on the ‘One Drive’ and sharing it with teachers who can then mark the work.  
Pupils who are also completing NEAs (coursework) may wish to bring this work to a close, 
but there is no indication that this will count towards a final grade. 

 
 One Drive: To access the OneDrive for your son/daughter, please click on the link on the 

front page of the school website saying 'Office 365'.  The username is the username your 
son/daughter uses in school to access the school computers with @st-
leonards.durham.sch.uk.   So, if your son/daughter logs in as 15bloggsj it would 
be 15bloggsj@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk The password is the same password your 
son/daughter uses in school. 
 

 Activities for Easter: We intend to produce some optional Easter activities for pupils, 
grouped in department areas, ready for the end of next week.  They will be available in the 
normal manner on the school website. 
 

 Year 11 Bridging Work: This will be available after Easter and for each subject. Pupils will 
have the following guidance: 

 Specification Overview 

 Pre-course Material 

 Super-curricular: to really stretch and challenge students 

 
 Yr13 Bridging Work: Preparation for Apprenticeships / University / Work: There 

will be some guidance in all of these areas available to students next week. 
 
ONLINE TEACHING / MARKING 
 
The trials are continuing well with Year 12.  We hope to have all Year 12 with some on-line teaching 
after Easter (with the ability to submit work).  The plan is then to extend this into Year 10. 
 
LIVE STREAMING OF SUNDAY MASS 
 
You can access information on the celebration of Mass from across the United Kingdom and beyond 
by visiting https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ 
 
PRAYER 
 
Mr Murray shared this prayer with staff and pupils today. Perhaps we can make this prayer our own.  
 

Lord Jesus, I give you my hands to do your work.  
I give you my feet to go your way.  

I give you my tongue to speak your words.  
I give you my mind that you may think in me.  
I give you my spirit that you may pray in me.  
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Above all, I give you my heart that you may love in me your Father and all mankind.  
I give you my whole self that you may grow in me,  

so that it is you, Lord Jesus, who live and work and pray in me 
 
May God bless you, your families and friends at this time and always. Have a lovely weekend.   
 

Our Lady, help of the sick. Pray for us.  
St Leonard. Pray for us 

 


