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Dates for the Diary: 
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 School Reopens:  Tuesday 8th January 2019 
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St Leonard’s Catholic School, North End, Durham  DH1 4NG   Head Teacher:  Mr S B Campbell 
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Message from the Head Teacher 

Many thanks to parents for your support during the past term. 
Attendance at Parents’ Evenings has been high and many parents have 

supported our pupils and staff in a variety of ways.  Particular thanks to 
the parents and staff involved with the Friends of St Leonard’s, who 

work hard to provide additional financial support for the school.  They 
are always eager for new faces to join them in any capacity. 
 
We have focused on supporting people in need in the region during 
Advent and pupils have responded thoughtfully and generously to 
assemblies and appeals.  Visitors representing the Emmaus Movement 
spoke with Sixth Form students earlier this month about their 
experiences and the work of the organisation within the area and 
across Europe. 
 
Another bid has been placed for Capital Funding to improve buildings. 
We should hear the response towards the end of next term.  In the 
meantime the Environment Group in school is encouraging us all to 
take what steps we can to limit our collective impact and to save some 
money at the same time.  You may find your sons and daughters 
bringing home some ideas!  Any suggestions or solutions are very 
welcome. 
 
The Parish of Durham Martyrs will hold their Christmas services in 
the Sports Hall again this year; please see details of these and other 
parish Christmas services on page 20. 
 
Best wishes to you all for a Merry Christmas and peaceful New Year. 
 

          Mr S Campbell 
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On the Front Cover 

On this issue’s front cover is 

an image that Jason Lee, 12R, 
designed for the school’s 

Christmas card competition.  
Jason was one of three 
winners.  Well done to all 
who entered, and especially 
the three winners. 

Prayer 
Loving God, 
During this holy season of Christmas, we ask for your blessing on all families. 
Let Mary’s openness to your wondrous ways be an inspiration to place all trust in you. 
Let Joseph’s courage provide hope during times of anxiety and uncertainty. 
Let Jesus’ life ignite all families with a spirit of light and love. 
May the grace that encircled the Holy Family widen to embrace all families. 
For this we pray. 

Amen.  
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What can I gift to the  
environment this Christmas? 

It comes without saying that Christmas is a time for celebrating, for  

giving and for festive decoration, yet sometimes we forget to be careful about 

wasting resources needlessly!  

With the word ‘single-use’ being the Collins dictionary word of the year 2018, 

and increasing concerns surrounding climate change, what can we do this 

Christmas to reduce a negative impact on the environment?  

 

Here are some tips to be smart about waste this Christmas: 
Try saving your wrapping paper and decorations from presents to use again 

next year. 

Have you received new clothes to replace old ones? How about donating them 

to charity instead of throwing them away? 

Cut the front of your Christmas cards and upcycle them for next year’s cards. 

Food waste: let’s not have eyes bigger than our bellies! Try putting less on your 

plate to reduce wastage.  
Local foodbanks are always happy to receive new stock. You could donate 

unused preserved foods and save a bit of space in your cupboards.  

Reduce your electricity bill by switching off your Christmas lights when the 

family goes to bed.  

We all get presents that are not for us sometimes! You could give them to 

charity or pass them on instead, do not just throw them away. 

Getting rid of your Christmas tree sustainably: some garden centres collect old 

trees and use them to make chippings. It is worth contacting your local centre 

to see if they do this. Alternatively, leave it with your garden waste collection.  

What can I gift to the 

environment this Christmas?environment this Christmas?

giving and for festive decoration, yet sometimes we forget to be careful about 

environment this Christmas?

From the Environment Group
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Sixth Form News 

On Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th November, the 
charity 'If U Care, Share', delivered workshops to Year 12 
and Year 13 exploring emotional well-being in young 
people and those affected by suicide.  The Year 12 
workshop, 'Fix a Friend', which outlined ways of 
supporting friends who are feeling vulnerable was very 
well received and students enjoyed the activities which 

offered strategies for helping their friends.  The Year 13 session focused 
on Emotional and Mental Health and again students enjoyed the activities which 
required them to explore how they might respond to difficult circumstances.  We 
are very grateful to the ‘If U Care Share’ team for the work they have done and for 

helping our students cope with some very challenging issues.  Through charity work 
that they have been doing, I am delighted to say that our Sixth Formers were able to 
make a £110 donation to the ‘If U Care Share’ Foundation (please see page 5 for 

more information). 

 
 

 
Welcoming back an alumnus:  Matt Stokoe 
 
On Tuesday 20th November ex-student Matt 
Stokoe, who played a major role in the recent hit 
BBC1 series ‘Bodyguard’ and has also featured in a 

number of other successful television series, 
including ‘The Village’, ‘The Musketeers’ and 

‘Jamestown’, came in to school to talk to our 

students about his experiences since leaving St 
Leonard’s.  He delivered an excellent assembly to 

the Sixth Form in which he talked about the 
difficulties he had to overcome and the very 
unglamorous side of trying to make it as an actor.  
His message of resilience, determination and 
‘being bothered’ was a good reminder of some of 

the characteristics crucial to success in any area 
and the students enjoyed and were inspired by his 
stories.  
 

Mr Q Hughes 
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A message from the Head team… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head boy 

Thomas Parkin 

Head girl 

Sakshi Jain 

Deputy Head boy 

 Henry Swindells 

Deputy Head girl 

Ellie Rea 

From cross-country to inter-house quizzes, our first term as Year 13 has allowed the chance for Sixth 
Form to feel welcomed into the new academic year.  As the Head team, we have worked together to 
generate a friendly atmosphere at school in which all are welcome, notably through organising extra-
curricular opportunities, such as our recent dodgeball tournaments which were an outstanding success
- even if we did gain a few new bruises! 
 
Sakshi and Ellie have had an active role in the environment group, which has been established this year.  
The group aims to promote environmental understanding throughout all year groups, and has been 
giving presentations with some rather shocking statistics regarding our day-to-day usage of resources.  
Thomas has been in charge of organising our recent staff vs Sixth Form dodgeball tournament, which 
not only demonstrated the competitiveness of our teachers, but also brought the school community 
together, and from this we are thankful to have raised substantial funds.  Henry has continued his role 
in the school choir, and has been working hard in rehearsals for the upcoming Advent Concert 
alongside the many talented musicians from St Leonard’s.  Back in October, we organised our annual 

Halloween social for the Sixth Form, raising £440 which has been split equally between: Cancer 
Research, If U Care Share Foundation, British Heart Foundation and Save our Soldiers.   
 
On the last week of term, we will be holding the ‘Staff Karaoke’, following its unsurprising popularity 

earlier this year… Seriously, seeing Mr Mitchell singing on stage is an opportunity you cannot miss, so 

be sure to come along! 
 
Together, we look forward to continuing our role in the community of St Leonard’s in the New Year.  

Of course, if you have any big ideas to help us, we would be extremely grateful for your suggestions! 
 
Over the festive period, we hope that both students and staff have a happy, safe and restful break. A 
new year brings a new opportunity to succeed, to motivate each other and most importantly to be 
kind, and so we hope that you will feel ready and refreshed in January to be great in 2019.  
 
 



6 

This year at St Leonard’s has seen the start of the Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
Society where pupils ranging from Year 9 to Year 13 have participated in discussion on 
current and topical issues.  The society allows pupils to learn more about issues relating to 
philosophy, politics and economics whilst sharing their own points of view and listening to 
different perspectives. The society led by Mr A Hutchinson, meets in RE5 on Wednesday 
from 15:30 and finishes at 16:10. 

  
The society began back in September with the question ‘Does free speech offend you?’ and it was a fantastic 
start to the society in which we talked about issues surrounding free speech within the UK and further afield. 
Other topics we discussed this term were: 
 Does the minimum wage prevent poverty? 
 What does being tolerant actually mean? 
 Is Climate Change our biggest problem? 
 Should we ever criticise religion? 
 Does Science argue for or against God? 
 Should we tax the rich more? 
 Is the EU a threat to democracy? 
 
Thank you to all the pupils who have made the society one of the best after school clubs there is on offer at St 
Leonard’s (in our unbiased opinion).  The society looks forward to next term and invites any pupils or staff who 

might be interested to come prepared with an open mind and to be ready to start thinking for yourselves! 
 
See you there! 

    History Film Society  

 

 
After a year-long absence, ‘History Film Soc’ has made a comeback this term and become a regular fixture on a 

Wednesday evening.  Every few weeks a small but committed group, including non-History students, have made 
their way to S5 to immerse themselves in the full cinema experience (blackout blinds, rainbow laces, etc.).  This 
term’s films have been mostly relevant to the ‘American Dream’, A Level History topic.  Films such as Selma and 
The Butler have provided interesting insights into the civil rights movement, with Frost-Nixon also helping pupils to 
understand the infamous and complex Watergate Scandal.  
 
The ‘History Film Soc’ committee would love to see more attendees.  Please keep an eye out on Twitter 
(@STLDHistory) for information as this does not run every week.  Films also do not necessarily have to be 
relevant to topics studied in school if pupils wish to come forward with suggestions. Planned ‘showings’ next 

term include Goodnight and Good Luck, set during McCarthyism, and Hamburger Hill, about a famous battle in the 
Vietnam War.  

           Mr Smith  
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After School Careers Sessions  
Time: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesdays (3.15-4.15pm) 
Place:   IT3 (students come to the Careers Office, opposite the Main Hall, first)  
 
These sessions will be initially for Year 11 pupils, to support them in planning their future, including applications 
to further education and apprenticeships.  Support will be available for putting together CVs and covering letter 
and any other careers related activities.  
 
For further information, please speak to Lesley Mole, our Careers Co-ordinator, or see the careers boards 
outside the careers office. 
 
Careers Event: The Results 
Just before half term we had our Year 11 careers event in the main hall across two afternoons.  We had 
representatives from local businesses including ASDA, James Burrell Builders Merchants, Northumbrian Water, 
HM Army, The RAF, Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service, The Virtual College, Newcastle College, 
Durham University, Dundee University and Sunderland University, The National Apprenticeship Service, BL 
Hairdressing and Springboard.  This event informed pupils about the range of opportunities available to them 
post 16.  Pupils took the opportunity to ask questions and gather information and the atmosphere was buzzing in 
the hall.  On a personal level, I want to thank Year 11 for embracing the days and for being a credit to St 
Leonard’s School. Their behaviour and participation was excellent and the feedback from the employers was all 

very positive. I would like to include a comment from one of our employers. “I just wanted to drop you an 

email to say thank you very much for giving James Burrell the opportunity to attend the careers fair on 

Thursday and Friday. Alyson and myself, really enjoyed it and the pupils were a credit to the school”.  
Well done Year 11! 
 
Plea for help 
Throughout the academic year, we organise a variety of events and sessions for our students, some of these 
involve input from outside of school. We are always looking for support from local businesses and business 
people to help us with this. If you are a parent/carer, have good business links and are willing and able to support 
us with events such as outlined in this newsletter, then please get in touch with me, I would be delighted to hear 
from you. Thank you to all of those parents who have already been in touch and are booked in!    
 
Year 10 
I was in attendance during the Year 10 Parents’ Evening on Monday 26th. November, speaking to parents of the 
BTEC pupils who are eligible to go out for work experience in July 2019.  If you were unable to speak to me on 
the evening, do please get in touch and I can provide you with the relevant paperwork and discuss the “World of 

Work” website. 

                              Mrs Mole 

                              Careers Co-ordinator 

                    0191 3848575 x219 lmole@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk  

Useful Careers websites/resources 
www.nextstep.direct.gov.uk 
www.sacu-student.com  
www.ucas.com 
www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/
apprenticeshipsearch  
www.getingofar.gov.uk  
www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk 
www.mycareerspringboard.org 

 
www.icould.com  
www.plotr.co.uk 
www.thestudentladder.co.uk 
www.notgoingtouni.co.uk  
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 
www.careerpilot.org.uk  
www.startprofile.com 
  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-and-degree-apprenticeships  
amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-november-2018/ 

Careers 

mailto:lmole@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk
http://www.nextstep.direct.gov.uk
http://www.sacu-student.com
http://www.ucas.com
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk
http://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk
http://www.mycareerspringboard.org
http://www.icould.com
http://www.plotr.co.uk
http://www.thestudentladder.co.uk
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
http://www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk
http://www.startprofile.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-and-degree-apprenticeships
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Congratulations to the following pupils 
who have recently taken music examinations:  
 
Have you taken a music examination recently?  
If so, please inform Mr Grehan-Bradley so that 
your name can appear on our next newsletter.  

Emilie Bell Clarinet Grade 2 

Charlotte Davison Clarinet Grade 2 

Josh Bremner Clarinet Grade 5 

Matthew Hunt Clarinet Grade 5 

Alice Theakston Flute Grade 5 

Matthew Hunt Guitar Grade 5 

Jayron Boayes Piano Grade 2 

Rafaella Charilaou Piano Grade 2 

Brooklyn Marshall Piano Grade 2 

Josh Bremner Piano Grade 5 

Alice Theakston Piano Grade 5 

Lucy Grehan-Bradley Piano Grade 7 

Katrina Blakey Theory Grade 4 

Vanessa Cheung Theory  Grade 5 

Guy Wong Theory Grade 5 

Royal Northern Sinfonia Live  
 
On the feast of St Cecilia (22nd November), all the 
GCSE and A Level Music pupils travelled to Sage 
Gateshead to attend a superb concert given by Royal 
Northern Sinfonia, featuring some of the set works 

pupils are studying. It was an excellent and informative concert, 
with commentary in between pieces.  The repertoire ranged from 
Bach and Mozart to the terrifying soundtrack from the film Psycho.  
For some pupils it was their first visit to Sage Gateshead; hopefully 
it will not be their last.  

On the feast day of St Cecilia once again there was live music in the main corridor 
outside the main hall at lunchtime.  The informal concert involved a range of pupils 
and a variety of styles of music, including our newly formed string quartet.  
 

Mr Grehan-Bradley 
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BOAT CLUB NEWS 
After a strong performance in the opening race of the season at Tyne, on 3rd November  
32 pupils raced at Hylton in some very tough and windy conditions.  Despite this, both 
the MJ16 and MJ14 quads came top of their categories, with the MJ16 quad, very 
impressively, producing a time which was third fastest of the day, beating their 
opposition Sunderland City.  The MJ14 win over Sunderland city was convincing, their 
time being 49 seconds faster.  
 
The following week saw 40 pupils racing on the Wear, seeking to make the most of a 
home advantage.  It was a day of strong performances where (almost) all of our crews 
steered cleanly through Elvet Bridge.  The club saw wins for the MJ14 single- Joseph 
Parkinson, and the WJ17 single- Emily Reilly O’Donnell, both of whom also showed 

medal-winning performances in the indoor rowing competition.  The MJ16 quad once 
again had a good performance with their time being fifth fastest overall, narrowly 
missing out on the win over their rivals DARC by only 10 seconds. 
 
A break from racing didn’t mean the rowers stopped training hard; the 17th November 
saw the annual swim-a-thon, in which 40 swimmers took to Freeman’s Quay to raise 

money for the Rotary Club.  The rowers had been sponsored by family and friends for 
this great cause, and a special mention goes out to Emily Rodgers in Year 8 who 
managed an outstanding 70 lengths in 30 minutes.  
 
Most recently, on the 1st December, the club took five crews to Rutherford head, not 
shying away from competing with the likes of Newcastle University and Durham 
University. The J15s, J16s and J17s raced (in 3°C and rain), returned to the River Tyne 
with the W17 girls joining QEHS to do a composite 8.  The MJ16 coxed four came away 
with a pot, beating their opposition by an impressive 2 minutes and 31 seconds.  All 
crews produced strong performances in a head where the likes of The University of 
London compete, showing major improvement across all squads. 
 
Rower of the month goes to Will Beattie for vast improvements in his single this month. 
Having been rowing for only one year, Will’s effort has been noted by all the coaches. 

Now is the time for such improvements, with Junior Inter-Regional Regatta trials at 
Wansbeck quickly approaching! 

          Anna Bancroft, 12A  
Results: 
Durham LDS  
WJ17 1x – Emily Reilly O’Donnell  
MJ14 1x – Joseph Parkinson 
 
Rutherford Head  
MJ16 4+ - Andrew Beattie, Oliver Wilmore, Robert Duffell, Billy Gray, Millie Rogers 
(cox)  



Netball News 
 

The netball league season has now ended and the tournaments and cups will follow after 
the Christmas break.  All of the teams have fulfilled their fixtures and we now await the 
final league placings, which will be announced early January. 

Congratulations to the Year 10 team who are not only undefeated this season, but have 
won the league for the second consecutive year.  

      
Mrs Hockaday
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This half term has seen many extra-curricular opportunities within the PE department which 
have been well received and attended by a lot of different pupils.  There has been cricket, table 
tennis, boxing, badminton and indoor athletics and fitness.  From those sports there have been 
competitions in table tennis, cricket, indoor athletics and cross country in which all of our pupils 
have continued to do themselves and the school proud.  We have a large number of runners 
who have been selected to represent Durham at the County Competition after Christmas 
following on from success at the Area Competition.  Both boys and girls have enjoyed Indoor 
Cricket competitions against other local schools but unfortunately did not progress to the 
Winter Games finals in the spring.  Our Junior Boys table tennis players won their competition 
earlier in the term and will represent Central Durham at those finals in March.  All of our indoor 
athletics teams finished in second place in that competition which does not put them through 
but is still an impressive achievement.  Both the boys’ Year 9 and Sixth Form football teams are 

still going strong in their respective County Cups and at the time of writing the Year 9 team will 
travel to Castle View before Christmas in the last 16 of their cup and the Sixth Form will travel 
to Harton in the quarter final of theirs. 
 
Look out for more opportunities in the new year. 

 
Mr Bell 
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Running Shoes at the Ready! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conditions were superb this year for the Area Cross Country Championships, which were held 
in November at Framwellgate School.  There were some brilliant individual performances and 16 
of our pupils have qualified to represent the Durham team in January with an opportunity to 
qualify for a place of the Durham County Team. 
 
Every team we fielded finished a consistent third place, with the exception of the Year 7 girls’ 

team who won their event.  Well done girls, a great start to your cross country experience at St 
Leonard’s. 
 

Mrs Hockaday 

    Rugby Club 2018 

 

The rugby club has been growing rapidly this year with a lot of 
interest from both Year 7 and 8 boys.  Already two strong teams 
have begun to develop.  The Year 7 boys have played in two 
tournaments so far this term with another to be played in the coming weeks.  The Year 8s have 

been honing their skills ready for their first chance 
to make a mark in the next week.  Over 25 pupils 
have been attending regularly and all of them have 
been offered the opportunity to play and represent 
their school.  There is a healthy mix of pupils of all 
abilities and experience who through their hard 
work and determination are improving weekly.  At 
the heart of what they do are the core values in 
rugby. 

Mr M Hughes 
 



 

 Doing Good Works 
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Reverse advent calendar 

The Sixth Form have risen to the challenge of partaking in the 
reverse advent calendar.  A reverse advent calendar is when instead 
of getting, you give.  This year, both Year 12 and 13 have been 
bringing in Christmas foods and non-perishable goods which will be 
given to Durham Foodbank, who will be 
helping local people who struggle, especially 
at this time of year. 

 

Dance-A-Thon  
 
Year 7 launched their fundraising drive by taking part in a 
year group Dance-A-Thon.  We were lucky enough to have 
Debra Forth from “Go Forth!” to lead the dancing.  She 
created a fantastic atmosphere in the sports hall with 
music and a great routine.  Pupils really enjoyed it and all 
got involved and as a result they raised over £750 for 
Cafod.  We hope to raise much more money for local 
charities in the very near future.  Well done Year 7 and 
thanks to Go Forth! for all your help. 

 
               Mrs Bell & Mr Coon 

Staff vs Sixth Form: charity dodgeball match  
First of all, congratulations should go to St John Boste House’s team who ran out 

victors in the inter-house dodgeball competition and had the honour of playing an all-
star staff team.   
After challenging the sixth form team, hopes of a staff victory faded quickly as 
utterings of ‘how do you actually play dodgeball?’ came from the staff room. When 

the day arrived, some staff resorted to ‘forgetting’ their kit to avoid the 

embarrassment.  
Over 200 pupils formed a ‘grandstand’ in the Sports Hall to watch the spectacle. The staff team lined up with a 

numerical advantage. After a first round defeat, it soon became apparent that the larger staff team just gave the 
sixth form team more targets to pick off. As expected the first round was over in seconds, although the staff 
pulled it back to 1-1 to set up a thrilling decider. The sixth formers upped their game and prevented the staff 
from taking any pride away, winning by a final margin of 3-1.  
The event raised £108 for ‘Castle Community Action’ – a group of Durham University students working to 
help the homeless in Durham.   

           Mr Smith  
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Out damn spot...out!   
 

A mist soaked Friday evening in Newcastle 
was the perfect setting for the English 
department’s trip to see the National 

Theatre’s touring production of ‘Macbeth’. 
 
Interval and post show analysis focussed 
mainly on the revelatory use of lighting to 
emphasise the power of Macbeth’s 

soliloquies and the resurfacing of Macbeth’s 

dead victims at later stages of the play; alongside the re-ordering of the Banquet scene in Act 3 and the 
opening of Act 5.  
The setting also led to much discussion.  The designer, Rae Smith's ugly-to-behold set is dominated by 
an oppressive backdrop of raven-black hangings and distinguished by a sloping, shifting wooden 
walkway.  The ambience is Mad Max meets infernal recycling pit, and a further possible sense of budget 
dystopian TV is afforded by the scavenger costuming: grubby jeans, combat gear, old coats and 
makeshift garments.  Partly this seemed to be due to director Norris' driving concept.  The characters 
inhabiting this post war world are desperate people living in desperate times.  The Macbeths are 
presented as broke: they live out of a suitcase in a tiny breezeblock hut.  Her clothes are torn; his 
armour strapped on with parcel tape.  
 
Thus, the production was clearly vigorously staged and it squeezed the play into a rigid concept that 
most certainly went down well with Year 11. 
 

Mrs Grehan-Bradley 

A day out with a difference 

 

If you were to go down to Barkershaugh Water 
Treatment Works, or as it’s more usually known, the 

sewage works, you would get a very big surprise!  
Waste from toilets up and down County Durham pours 
in, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and Dwain pipe never 
gets a holiday.  Year 8 pupils were not put off by the 
dirty nature of the work done here; in fact they enjoyed 
seeing things not normally seen or indeed appreciated by the public at large, which is strange 
considering that everyone ‘contributes’ to this dirty work.  They learned that filters remove some 

rather disgusting items so that water can be cleaned and piped back into the river.  They discovered 
that it’s a paradise for bugs and bacteria that thrive on the waste.  They also learned with some surprise 

that sweetcorn is extremely popular!  When asked, the workers reported that the strangest item to 
turn up at their works was a car battery, which is baffling as we all know that ‘only toilet paper, pee and 

poo go down the loo’.  It was also great fun to be kitted out in protective gear and to walk around the 

site like VIP’s.  The visit concluded like all the best parties do, 

with a goodie bag from Northumbrian Water and Interserve, 
the company expanding the site.  Year 8 more importantly, 
came away with a much greater understanding of how many 
people and machines it takes to keep our toilets flushing and 
our county clean and safe. 

Mrs Smith 



  

Absence from School  

 

“Schools should advise parents to notify them on the first day the child is unable to attend due to illness. Schools should 

authorise absences due to illness unless they have genuine cause for concern about the veracity of an illness.  If the      
authenticity of illness is in doubt, schools can request parents to provide medical evidence to support illness.”   

        -DfE Guidance on Attendance 

 

When informing us that your son/daughter is or will be absent from school via email or voicemail can you please   
provide us with the following information.   

-       Pupil’s Name,  

-       Year/Tutor Group, 

-       Brief reason for the absence.   

 

If we have not received a reason for the absence the school must ask parents to provide a written absence note.  

Thank you for your help and support with this.     
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From the RE Department 

 

Pupils in Key Stage 3 RE classes have enjoyed exploring the 
spiritual side of the subject with the help of Katie Flood.  Katie 
is the Youth Ministry Co-ordinator for the Parish of Durham 
Martyrs and is a regular visitor to the school.  Over recent 
weeks, she has led engaging and fun sessions on topics 
including vocation and Advent.  

Joe Plumb, a former pupil at St Leonard’s, spent a day in 

school during his recent visit from Peru.  He spoke to classes 
about the real challenges faced on a daily basis by people in the 
South American country, and how the work of the ‘Peru Mission’ seeks to bring relief to this suffering in 

light of Gospel values.  

Dr Colette Hawkins visited Year 11 and 12 classes to lead sessions on the topic of end of life care. 
Pupils were encouraged to discuss a variety of difficult scenarios.  Her role as a Palliative Care 
Consultant gave pupils an invaluable insight into this emotive topic, which is on both the GCSE and A 
Level curriculum.  

Representatives from the charity Emmaus have also visited St Leonard’s to speak to Year 13 General RE 

students, about the work it does to support homeless people in the North East.  Students were moved 
by a personal story from a ‘companion’ who has benefitted from the charity.  They posed interesting 

questions and have begun initiatives in school to support their work.  

Mr McTernan 

spiritual side of the subject with the help of Katie Flood.  Katie 
ordinator for the Parish of Durham 

school during his recent visit from Peru.  He spoke to classes 
about the real challenges faced on a daily basis by people in the 
South American country, and how the work of the ‘Peru Mission’ seeks to bring relief to this suffering in 

Year 7 pupils exploring the theme of 
vocation.  



Keeping Well:  Health Advice 

 

 A reusable water bottle is a great stocking filler, and a very practical gift.  Pupils are then able to 
carry water around with them, able to fill them up at break and lunch and able to keep hydrated, 
which helps reduce the number of headaches pupils can get. 

 If your child has been recently diagnosed with a medical condition, please inform the school as 
soon as possible.  Furthermore, if your child has been given medication because of the diagnosis, 
and may need it during the school day, medication can be held at the school.  Please pop in to 
reception to collect the relevant forms, and to speak to one of our administers of medication. 

 Please note:  There is no school nurse based in St Leonard’s.  If your child is ill or injured, they will 

be seen by a staff member who has had basic first aid training. 

School First Aiders 
15 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
 

 
St Leonard’s pantomime group successfully performed 

Jack and the Beanstalk to two large audiences as part of 
our annual schedule.  It was pleasing to hear the 
comments from the audience describing the show as, 
“the best one yet!” and talking about their favourite 

scenes and characters (which often wasn’t planned!).  Whenever anyone asks about how I feel 
the show is going I’m always cautious with my response and never as much as this year with 

some painful rehearsals and cast changes at the last minute. 
 
Over 100 people auditioned for parts and this was the largest cast 
to date, which is a credit to the quality of the previous shows, and 
highlights the skills of those who were successful in obtaining parts. 
 
It is once again with sadness that we say goodbye to some of our 

veterans this year 
who have been 
involved with the 
pantomime for four 
years now.  Looking 
at the current cast there is no shortage of rising 
stars to fill their roles as almost half the cast 
were from Year 7 and 8 which is 
fantastic.  Information on auditions for the next 
show will be available before the Easter break. 

 
Mr Hutchinson 

Jack, the Dame, Dozy Den and the Magic Beans 
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Winter 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Parent or Carer 
 
Help your child to explore their future  
 
As part of Starts commitment to prepare students for a rapidly changing world, we are delighted to 
announce that we are using an innovative online resource called Start. 
 
Start will help your child to connect with their future career potential, develop their 
employability and help them to explore future career and study options at school or at home. 
 
 
How should my child use it? 
 
We have asked students to create their own account for Start at school, but it is accessible anytime on 
computers and compatible mobile and tablet devices.  
 
Your child will personalise their profile on Start with details about their skills, qualities, interests and 
work preferences. This provides a starting point for them to explore information matched to their 
personal preferences and interests. As they update their profile, start will personalise this information, 
helping them to navigate the thousands of jobs, courses, providers and opportunities available. Start 
will help students to understand where they are on their journey and what’s important as they make 
their choices at GCSE, post-16 and post-18. 
 
We encourage you to use Start with your child at home. Encourage them to rate jobs, qualifications, 
colleges or universities so that we can see their preferences in order to support them better. 
 
 
What if I want to use Start myself? 
 
Parents can also use Start to find out more about jobs, training and study opportunities for yourself. 
Please do not log in using your child's user details and instead register yourself using the steps 
outlined below, creating your own username and password. 
 
For more information on Start or the support available for your son or daughter, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Lesley Mole 
Careers Co-ordinator 
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Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Christmas 2018 Thursday 20.12.18*  Tuesday 8.1.19 

Spring Half Term 2019 Friday 15.2.19 Monday 25.2.19 

Easter 2019 *  Friday 12.4.19 Monday 29.4.19 

May Day Bank Holiday Friday 3.5.19 Tuesday 7.5.19 

Summer Half Term 2019 Friday 24.5.19 Monday 3.6.19 

Summer 2019 Friday 19.7.19 Thursday 5.9.19 

Autumn Half Term 2019 Friday 25.10.19 Monday 4.11.19 

Christmas 2019 Friday 20.12.19 Tuesday 7.1.20 

Spring Half Term 2020 Friday 14.2.20 Monday 24.2.20 

Easter 2020 Friday 3.4.20 Monday 20.4.20 

May Day Bank Holiday Friday 1.5.20 Tuesday 5.5.20 

Summer Half Term 2020 Friday 22.5.20 Monday 1.6.20 

Summer 2020 Friday 17.7.20 To be determined 

* differs from LA   

Holiday Dates 

2018 — 2020 
Contact Information 

Do you receive the weekly email to 
parents?   

If the answer is no then we probably 
do not have your most up to date 
email address on our system. 

Please contact the school on       
admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk 
using the email address which is    
assigned as the first priority contact 
person, because this is where the 
message will be sent to.  Address 
the subject ‘for the attention of Mrs 

Simpson’ and please include your 

child’s name and Tutor Group in the 

body of the email.  

If you have any changes to your    
personal details such as telephone 
and mobile numbers or change of 
address please remember to let the 
school know as soon as possible. 

Thank you.  

From the school office 

  

Twitter Accounts 

Many of St Leonard’s departments now have their own twitter accounts.  If you haven’t 

already done so, please follow us at the following: 

@stlcsdurham – Main School account 

@STLDEnglish 

@STLDDofE – Duke of Edinburgh 
information for Years 9 -13 

@STLDHistory 

@STLDPolitics 

@STLDScience 

@STLDMusic 

@STLDGeog 

@STLDMedia 

@STLDMFL 

@STLDBoatClub 

mailto:admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk


School Gateway Payments 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Are you registered for the ‘School Gateway’ yet? 
 
You can now make online payments to school via instant bank transfer, credit or debit card  
This means that you will be able to make online payments via the School Gateway smartphone app or website.  
We will notify you by text or email when new items such as school trips or tickets for events are available for payment 
on School Gateway.  You will also be able to give online consent, where required, for your child to take part in activities.  
Aside from saving the school time and money on administration, School Gateway will also make it easier for parents to 
pay any time 24-7 and reduce the amount of cash being carried by children on school premises.  
 
What you need to do now  
Activate your School Gateway account.  It’s quick and easy to do.  All you need are your email address and mobile 

number that school holds on record for you.  
 Download the app: If you have a smartphone, please download School Gateway from your app store (Android 

and iPhone).  The app shows the same information as the website PLUS it saves the school money when we 
send you a text message.  

 
OR  
 Visit the website: www.schoolgateway.com and click on ‘New User’.  You’ll receive a text message with a PIN 

number.  Use this PIN to log into School Gateway.  
 
If you’re having trouble logging in, it may be because the school doesn’t have your current email and mobile phone 

number on record. Please call the school and we’ll update the details on our system.  
 
We hope that you will find School Gateway to be a fast and easy way to pay for school items. 

Mrs Turnbull 
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http://www.schoolgateway.com


 
Parish of Durham Martyrs- Mass held in St Leonard’s School Sports Hall 
Christmas Eve - Carols from 6.30pm followed by Mass at 7.00pm 
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.00am 
 
Durham - St Cuthbert’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 10.00pm      
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.00am  
 
West Durham Family of Parishes  
Christmas Eve -  Mass at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Newhouse, Esh Winning at 5.00pm 
           Mass at St Michael’s, Esh Laude at 7.30pm 
Christmas Day - Mass at St Joseph’s Ushaw Moor at 10.00am 
 
Langely Moor -  St Patrick’s 
Christmas Eve - Carols from 4.30pm followed by Mass at 5.00pm 
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.00am 
 
Coxhoe - St Joseph, St Patrick & St Cuthbert  
Christmas Eve - Carols from 5.40pm followed by Mass at 6.00pm 
 
Trimdon - St William’s  
Christmas Eve - Carols from 7.40pm followed by Mass at 8.00pm 
 
Sedgefield - St John Fisher  
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.45am 
 
Chester-le-Street - St Cuthbert’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 7.30pm  
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.30am 
 
Sacriston - St Bede’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 5.00pm  
 
Birtley - St Joseph’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 6.00pm 
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.00am 
 
Crook - Our Lady Immaculate & St Cuthbert 
Christmas Eve - Carols from 5.30pm followed by Mass at 6.00pm  
 
Tow Law - St Joseph 
Christmas Day - Mass at 9.00am 
 
Wolsingham - St Thomas of Canterbury 
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.00am 
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