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Context 

The Department follows the OCR syllabus H573 and we study three units: Philosophy of 

Religion H573/01, Religion & Ethics H573/02 and Developments in Christian Thought 
H573/03. Engaging with this course will enable you to respond critically and engage with a 

wealth of philosophical, ethical and religious concepts whilst also equipping you with analytical 

skills readily transferable to other subjects. 

 

Wider reading 
Although our focus is on Philosophy of Religion, Ethics and Developments in Christian 

Thought, the need to engage in wider reading and be aware of contemporary moral and world 

issues is crucial for success in this discipline. Developing your knowledge and understanding 

of some of the current affairs and debates which are associated with Religious Studies via the 

BBC website Religion and Ethics is a great place to start. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/0/  

 

 

 

In Philosophy of Religion you will study philosophical issues and questions raised by 

religion and belief, including arguments regarding the existence or non-existence of God, the 

nature and influence of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering. You will 

also explore philosophical language and thought, through significant concepts and the works 

of key thinkers, illustrated in issues or debates in the philosophy of religion. 

 

 

 

Religion and Ethics is characterised by the study of ethical language and thought, with 

exploration of key concepts and the works of influential thinkers. Ethical theory will also be 

applied to issues of importance; namely euthanasia, business ethics, and sexual ethics.  

 

 

Developments in Religious Thought provides you with the opportunity for the 

systematic study of one religious tradition. This will include the exploration of religious beliefs, 
values, teachings and practices that shape religious identity, as well as sources of wisdom and 

authority. Central to this are the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, 

looking at religious responses to challenges and significant contemporary social issues. 

 

Recommended reading and equipment 

You will need 3 lever arch files (2 to begin the year and one for later) 

Recommended reading for each of the 3 components can be found in the specification which is linked below. 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242912-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-religious-studies-h173.pdf  

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242912-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-religious-studies-h173.pdf


 

 



Philosophy of Religion 

In Philosophy of Religion you will study philosophical issues and questions raised by religion and belief. 

These include arguments regarding the existence or non-existence of God, the nature and influence 

of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering. You will begin this part of the course 

by studying the ancient philosophy of Plato- a man whose philosophical ideas influenced Christianity. 

• Task One (COMPREHENSION) – Read Plato’s Allegory of the Cave (this is a primary source). 

Plato presents us with a dialogue between Socrates and a man named Glaucon. 1) Create a fully 

annotated image of Plato’s Allegory of the Cave and answer the following questions: 2) Make a list of 

the key points you think Plato was trying to make in the Allegory. 3) Explain why Plato might have 

chosen to present his ideas as this rather strange story instead of just saying explicitly what me me 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



2) Make a list of the key points you think Plato was trying to make in the Allegory.  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

3) Explain why Plato might have chosen to present his ideas as this rather strange story 

instead of just saying explicitly what me meant. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 



Religion and Ethics 

Religion and Ethics is characterised by the study of ethical language and thought, with 

exploration of key concepts and the works of influential thinkers. You will study normative 

ethical theories and key ethical concepts and apply these to issues of importance; namely 

Euthanasia and Business Ethics. You will begin this part of the course by studying the four 

main ethical theories that you will apply to ethical dilemmas later in the course. The four 

theories are; Natural Law, Situation Ethics, Kantian Ethics and Utilitarianism.  

 

 (RESEARCH) – Part 1- Find definitions for the following keywords: 

Absolutism  

Relativism  

 

Deontological 

 

Teleological  

     



(Research) Part 2- Complete the fact-file table below in as much detail as possible  

 NAURAL 

LAW 

SITUATION 

ETHICS 

KANTIAN 

ETHICS 

UTILITARIANISM 

What are the 

basic beliefs of 

this ethical 

theory? 

    

Who 

developed/ 

invented the 

ethical theory? 

    

Apply the 

ethical theory 

to euthanasia.  

(What would 

the theory say 

about 

euthanasia?) 

    

Is this ethical 

theory 

Absolutist or 

Relativist? 

 

Explain why. 

    

Is this ethical 

theory 

Deontological 

or 

Teleological? 

 

Explain why. 

    

 



Developments in Religious Thought  

 Developments in Religious Thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one 

religious tradition- we will study Christianity (03). This will include the exploration of religious 

beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious identity, as well as sources of 

wisdom and authority. You will begin this part of the course by studying St Augustine.  

St Augustine was a father of the early church and firmly believed that through the redemptive 

act of Jesus (his death and resurrection) humans can once again share in God’s grace that they 

had fallen from. He believed that the relationship between God and humanity began in a state 

of total perfection. However, this perfection was corrupted by the actions of humans and 

their relationship with God was tainted; in other words, humans fell from their state of 

perfection by misusing their free will to make choices that drove a wedge between God and 

the world.  

Augustine based this concept on the Genesis account of the Fall of man when Adam and Eve 

disobeyed God and ate from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

 Task Three (ANALYSIS)- Part 1 Complete a close reading of the 

following information: 

How to do a close reading: Read with a pencil or highlighter in hand, and annotate the text. 

"Annotating" means underlining or highlighting key words and phrases—anything that strikes you as 

surprising or significant, or that raises questions—as well as making notes in the margins. 

 

Augustine’s teaching that Original Sin is passed on through sexual intercourse 

 

Augustine had a life-long interest in sin. To Augustine sin presented a logical problem, one he 

summed in Book 7 of his Confessions: 

How, then, do I come to possess a will that can choose to do wrong and refuse to do good, thereby 

providing a just reason why I should be punished?  Who put this will into me?  Who sowed this seed 

of bitterness in me, when all that I am was made by my God, who is Sweetness itself?   

Essentially his question was why do humans have the potential to sin if they are made by a 

good God?  Even children, he believed, seemed to come into the world with a predisposition 

to sin as he knew from his own youthful indiscretions. 



'Many times I lied to my tutor, my masters, and my parents, and deceived them because I wanted to 

play games or watch some futile show…I even stole from my parents’ larder…Can this be the 

innocence of childhood?’ Confessions Book 1 Chapter 19 

St Augustine thought that original sin was transmitted from 

generation to generation through sexual intercourse. Augustine 

did not say exactly how this happened. He said that it was 

transmitted by "concupiscence" (lust), when people had sex and 

conceived a child. 

Concupiscence is a technical theological word that Augustine 

used to refer to a strong sexual desire (lust) as something bad in 

the soul that was inseparable from normal human sexual 

impulses. Sexual desire was bad, he taught, because it could totally overwhelm those caught 

up in it, depriving them of self-control and rational thought. This disapproving view of passion 

was quite common among Christians of Augustine's time. 

Augustine thought that concupiscence was present in all sexual intercourse. He thought that 

it was just as bad and uncontrolled in a marriage as it was in non-marital sex, but that an 

excuse could be made for it within marriage because its purpose was to produce legitimate 

children. 

This bad element in sex provides the means by which original sin is transmitted from father 

to child. It transmits both humanity's guilt for Adam's crime and the sickness or defect that 

gives human beings a sinful nature. This meant that every human from then on would be born 

with rebellion (concupiscence) at the heart of their being.   

From this moment on, then the flesh began to lust against the spirit.  With this rebellion we are 

born.' 

 

Part 2- Answer the following questions: 

1. Why did sin pose a logical problem to Augustine? (refer to his quote from book 7 of 

Confessions) 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

NOTE: 

Sexual lust is not the only 

example of 

concupiscence.  Any action in 

which bodily desire or 

animalistic drives overrule the 

judgement of the rational soul 

would also be an example of 

concupiscence. 



____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

__________________ 

 

2. How, according to Augustine, is original sin passed on to different generations? 

Explain what he means by the term ‘concupiscence’? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 


