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Message from the Head Teacher 
 

On the very last day of last term we were very disappointed to 

receive the news that our latest bids for capital funding to the 

ESFA had been unsuccessful.  As you are all very well aware we are 

in desperate need of investment and the outcome is even more 

galling when we read that some relatively new schools have been 

granted additional funding.  We will appeal the decision and pursue 

the situation until we begin to get some satisfaction.  It is hard to 

see how those responsible are reaching their decisions and I 

would encourage you to voice your concerns to political 

representatives as we are doing.  I have often said that it is the 

people not the buildings that make the school what it is, however 

there is a limit. 

We are currently in the middle of the rowing regatta season and it 

is great to see the levels of involvement throughout the school. 

Particular mention must go to Joseph Adamson, Year 12, for his 

recent successes in Munich (see page 7). 

Best wishes to all Year 11 and Year 13 students as they approach 

the end of their courses and sit final examinations.  Please 

continue to support them to do their very best in every paper.  

 
Mr Campbell 
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On the Front Cover 

On the front of this edition is a 

photograph of some of the girls 

who attended a ‘Women into 

Construction’ event.  For more 

information, please see page 3. 

 

Also on the top right hand 

corner is an image of Mary.  The 

diocese have dedicated 2018 as 

being the ‘Year Of Mary’ and for 

the Church, the devotions of May 

are to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
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Prayer to Mary 

Mary, in this month of May 

We ask that you help protect and guide us. 

 

Holy Mary, we pray to be inspired by the example of your life. 

We ask that you help us to accept, with joy, our own calling in life like you did, filled with 

faith and trust. 

 

Holy Mary, we ask that you look with pity on all those in need of help, and help us to be 

concerned for others as you were. 

 

Holy Mary, help us through the trials and disappointments of life.  Help us not to lose heart. 

 

May we follow your example of faith and hope and love  

And share with you and your Son the joy of having courageously faced up to all the 

challenges of life. 

Amen 
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These Girls Can! 

 

It was my great pleasure to accompany some of our Year 10 pupils to the ‘Women into Construction’ 

event organised by New College Durham, aimed at trying to encourage females into the construction 

industry.  The day started with a briefing session and the issuing of PPE (Personal Protective 

Equipment). The girls were provided with overalls and steel 

toe capped boots and a high vis jacket.  There was another 

Durham school represented on the day, which gave the girls a 

chance to engage with pupils from other establishments. 

 

The girls then got the opportunity to have taster sessions in 

three areas of construction: painting and decorating; carpentry 

and joinery; and then either bricklaying or plumbing. They did 

a variety of tasks within each session and as the photographs 

show, they totally entered into the spirit of things and created 

some good work.  They developed skills in communication, 

teamwork, following instructions and completing tasks set for 

them. 

 

The girls all enjoyed the day and were a credit to St Leonard’s, so well done!  

            
            Mrs Mole 

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 
Proud to be a part of The Diana Award 

 
 

The Diana Award was set up in memory of Princess Diana and her belief that young people have the power to 

change the world for the better.  It is committed to fostering, inspiring and developing positive change in the lives 

of young people through practical social action. 

 

The Anti-Bullying Ambassadors at ‘The Diana 

Award’, work in hundreds of primary and 

secondary schools in the UK.  The Anti-

Bullying training aims to equip young people, 

staff and parents with the knowledge, 

confidence and skills to effectively promote  

anti-bullying in their schools and communities 

online and offline.  To date the programme has 

trained over 20,000 young people from over 

2,500 schools to be Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 

and help ensure that the time young people 

spend at school is happy, safe and bully-free.  

The Anti-Bullying Ambassadors are responsible for running Anti-Bullying campaigns in their schools and providing 

pupils with a friendly face their own age to talk to. 

 

Our new St Leonard’s Anti-Bullying Ambassadors team successfully completed a full day of training at Whickham 
School.  The aim was to share best practice and to develop new ideas for promoting anti-bullying.  Their role is 

to help educate their peers on bullying, take the lead on anti-bullying campaigns, promote a culture which 

celebrates and tolerates difference and help keep their peers safe both online and offline.  It was lovely to 

observe the maturity and confidence with which our pupils engaged with students from across the North East. 

 

Mr Coon & Mrs Storey 
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All about Football 

 

We had a very successful day out 

with the Sixth Form mixed football 

team just before the Easter break.  

The team played really well 

together and finished third overall 

in the tournament of eight teams, 

with our goalkeeper Stephen being 

nominated for goal keeper of the 

tournament. 
 

The team happened to meet the Police 

Interceptors! 

Year 7 Girls’ Football 

 

The team managed to finish joint top of 

the league on points but finished second 

on goal difference.  A great start to their 

football at St Leonard's Catholic School 

 

The Year 7 and 8 girls’ cricket finished 

second at the Durham and Chester-le-

Street tournament, only losing one 

game. 

 

Well done girls. 

Mrs Bell 

Football 

 

The horrific winter weather and impact that that had on school pitches 

everywhere, meant that the season fizzled out with most teams unable to 

complete all fixtures even after the deadline was extended.  One notable 

success was the Year 9 boys’ who reached the County Cup final and 

were narrowly defeated by Cardinal Hume School at Maiden Castle. All 

of the other teams managed to finish mid table in their respective leagues 

and we are hoping to improve upon that with the teams that we enter 

next season. 
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Area Athletics 

 

This summer we have entered more athletics competitions than ever before and 
we got off to a flyer in the first one… 

 
On Tuesday 8th May, over 70 pupils competed in the Area Athletics Competition at the 

Riverside Stadium, Chester-le-Street, where pupils competed in baking hot conditions.  
Having narrowly missed out on success on so many occasions before, this was to be our 

year and some fantastic performances across all four teams ensured that St Leonard’s were 
crowned the ‘Overall School’ winners having seen our Inter Girls, Junior Girls and Boys all 
finish in first place and our Inter Boys finishing second.    

 
We still have English Schools, Area Championships, Tyneside Schools’ and Catholic Schools’ 

competitions to look forward to and the PE department hopes this great run of form will 
continue.  Make sure to keep an eye out for the next newsletter when we will inform you 

how our pupils get on. 
 

Congratulations and thank you to all of our athletes, your performance, 
behaviour and attitude both on and off the track was exemplary.   

 
Mrs Hockaday & Mr Bell 

 

Inter Cricket 

 

On Friday 4th May our Under 13 Cricket team travelled to Sacriston Cricket Club to 

compete in the annual Central Durham Boys’ Inter Cricket competition.  Following 

on from a successful indoor season, the boys were hopeful of building on that with 

some outdoor success heading in to the hardball competitions in the summer.  

Unfortunately it was not to be and two close defeats at the hands of Framwellgate 

and Durham Johnston followed by a narrow victory over DCBC meant that the team 

finished third in the group and didn’t progress any further. 

Table Tennis 

 

We have played host to two Tyneside Schools’ Boys’ Table Tennis competitions before Easter 

which were attended by schools from across Durham and Northumberland.  In the Under-14’s 

competition our ‘A’ team finished in second place and in the Under-16’s competition the boys’ 

finished in fifth place.  

 

Our Table Tennis coach ‘Ping Pong’ Paul is still running school and community clubs in our Gym 

on a Wednesday after school.  If anyone is interested in coming along they can ask Mr Bell for 

more details. 

 

Mr Bell 



Farewell Year 13…. 

Year 13 students go on study leave next week prior to the examinations and it is a nervous but reflective 

time for all.  On Thursday, we will give thanks for the gifts that each student has brought to the community 

and we celebrate all the achievements and experiences students have had during their time at St Leonard’s.  

For my part, I would like to thank the students for their many and varied talents, for their support of each 

other and of younger pupils in the School and for their resilience in their preparation for the forthcoming 

examinations.  I would also like to thank them for their kindness and cheerfulness. Greeting the students in 

the morning is the favourite part of my day and being their Head of Year has been an honour. I hope that the 

students’ work will be justly rewarded and I wish them well for the coming months.  May God bless them and 

keep them. 

Mrs Alderson 

 

6 

Sixth Formers at St Leonard’s score Chemistry Hat-trick! 

 

The North East Regional Heat of the Royal Society of Chemistry’s Analyst Competition took place recently 

at Sunderland University and once again, crowned three Sixth Form students from St Leonard’s as victors. 

Below is an account from the students about the day. 

 

“On Tuesday 27th March, we went on a trip with Miss Lacey to Sunderland University, to take part in the 

North East Regional Heat of the Royal Society of Chemistry’s Analyst Competition.  Along with 12 other 

trios of Year 12 chemists from schools across the area, we spent three hours testing our knowledge 

through various analytical techniques to investigate fizzy drinks.  As a team, we were tasked to discover the 

acidity of Sprite through titration, the amount of 

iron in Irn Bru through UV-visible 

spectrophotometry and then the organic 

compounds present in both drinks.  Whilst 

proving difficult, the competition provided a 

unique challenge to apply our skills from A-Level 

Chemistry to a real-life scenario.  It also enabled 

us to use apparatus we had never used before 

and discover what it’s like to study Chemistry at 

university.  After a lecture about the different 

courses that Sunderland University offers, the 

results were announced and surprisingly we won! 

It came as a shock but we and Miss Lacey were very pleased to have come first and to move onto the next 

round of the competition.  This will be the National Final and will take place in Bangor sometime in June.  

We look forward to representing our school once again.” 

              By Jenny, Jamie and Oliver 



‘ 

 

On Tuesday 1st May, a group of students from Years 

10-13 watched a production of ‘Brighton Rock’ at 

Northern Stage, Newcastle.  Based on a novel by 

Graham Greene, and directed by Esther Richardson, 

a former student of St Leonard’s, Pilot Theatre’s 

production has been touring the country and had 

excellent reviews with critics particularly impressed 

by this ‘stylish new stage version’.  The students who 

attended loved the production and were engaged 

and enthralled by the different viewpoint offered by 

the retelling of the story from Ida’s perspective and 

by the movement and pace generated by the superb 

staging of the play.  I am delighted to say that Esther 

is coming in to school later in the year to talk to 

students about the play and about her experiences as 

a director. 

Mr Hughes 

European Youth Parliament Debating 

Competition 

 

On Tuesday 20th March, a group of nine students from 

Year 12 took part in the Regional Finals of the 

European Youth Parliament Debating competition 

which was held at the Herschel Building, Newcastle 

University.  It was a very enjoyable day and an excellent 

opportunity for students to practise their public 

speaking skills, debating European issues including Tax 

Havens, the clashes between Police and Civilians in 

Catalonia and Britain after Brexit.  Our students were 

commended on their performance and were ranked 

third out of the ten schools who took part in the 

competition; I was very proud of the work these 

students put in through the process of preparing and 

with the authority and confidence they demonstrated 

during the debate.  Congratulations to Jo Allison, Anna 

Duffell, Lucy Grehan-Bradley, Teresa Ingleby, Anna 

Jackson, Sakshi Jain, Niamh Newton, Ellie Rea and 

Phoebe Wells for representing the school so well.  

Mr Hughes 

Durham Learner Programme 

Every year at St Leonard’s, Year 12 students are invited to take part in the Durham Learner Programme run by 

The Rotary Club.  The programme is based on the television programme, ‘The Apprentice’ and this year 

involved 11 students, who took part in a number of team tasks centred around developing Durham Indoor 

Market.  As the competition moves through the five rounds, students are asked to research what is on offer at 

Durham Indoor Market and try to create and promote a stall of their own.  This year’s winner was Anna 

Duffell, who received a £250 prize, which goes towards funding a week’s work experience of her choosing; 

there was also an article in the ‘Durham Times’ outlining Anna’s achievements and the success of the process as 

a whole.  The programme has been an excellent opportunity for students to develop their public speaking skills, 

their understanding of business (particularly advertising and marketing) and their ability to work in a team. 

Congratulations go to all students who were involved: Lucy Abley, Emily Atkinson, Grace Callaghan, Rachel 

Cocker, Anna Duffell, Sakshi Jain, Katie Liddle, Sarah Murray, Katie Powell, Megan Turnock and Lenie Zeze.  

The standard was particularly high this year and the judges were very impressed - and thanks go to Andrew and 

Ed from the Rotary Club for running the competition again. 

Mr Hughes 7 

 
Rowing Success 

Congratulations to Joseph Adamson in Year 12 who recently took part in the Munich Junior 

International Regatta, winning two gold medals in the quad and double.  This is a superb 

achievement, particularly as Joseph was competing against other rowers who were a year older 

than him. 



Harry Pears Cornet Grade 3 

Ben Bremner Flute Grade 7 

Phoebe Gooding Flute Grade 2 

Katrina Blakey Piano Grade 4 

Isabelle McCready Piano Grade 8 

Hannah Cutmore Voice Grade 4 

Imogen Haselhurst Voice Grade 3 

Congratulations to the following  pupils who 

have recently passed their music examinations. 

Have you taken a music examination recently? 

Please let Mr Grehan-Bradley know, and your 

name can be in the next newsletter. 
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On the 22nd April, two intrepid pupils challenged 

themselves by taking part in the Catenian Public 

Speaking competition at Cardinal Hume School in 

Gateshead.  The first student (Tilly) delivered a 

speech entitled, ‘Speaking in Tongues’ and the 

audience was treated to an array of languages and 

an explanation of their importance.  The speaker 

proved that our world is a much friendlier and 

more interesting place when we speak different 

languages – even your delicious pizza tastes better 

if you order it in its native tongue!  Tilly was 

awarded the runner’s up prize in her category.  Then came our second speaker, Keona, who despite 

incurring a 10-point penalty for going over time by 20 seconds, came first in her category . This speech 

was entitled, ‘India; character; community and coconuts’. This speech blended humour and a celebration 

of family with the serious topic of the poverty and corruption blighting aspects of this amazing sub-

continent. Both students found this to be extremely rewarding and would recommend that others come 

forward for the next competition in March 2019. But don’t just take my word for it. Below is an 

account from one of the competitors.  

Mrs Smith 

“In October, I decided to venture out of my comfort zone and take part in an annual speaking 

competition run by the Catenian association.  We had to write a speech on any topic of our 

choice, so I chose languages and the title was, ‘Speaking in Tongues’ or ‘Parler en langues’ in 

French.  Keona joined me in the competition and chose to do a speech on India, entitled’ India: 

character, community and coconuts.’  We spent Wednesday lunchtimes in EN1 perfecting our 

speeches, until finally on 22nd April, we travelled to Cardinal Hume high school and competed.  It 

was a very nerve-racking experience but was definitely worth it because both of us came home 

with a prize!  I won £50 and Keona won a £100. It was a great experience and I am very glad to 

have taken part.” 

Matilda Moor 



The Great Outdoors:  Duke of Edinburgh’s Award News 

Bronze 

We are delighted that over 200 pupils are now registered on the Bronze Award.  38 Year 11 pupils 

have completed their award and many are keen to enrol for Silver.  Congratulations to the following 

pupils: 

 

Lucy Allenson   Mia Armstrong   Olivia Ashton   Kieran Barry      

Lauren Bartlett      Megan Bartlett   Lily Bartlett   Christopher Best        

Euan Bowman   Ruth Bunting   James Cotterell   Ella Craddock    

Hannah Cutmore  Lauren Diston   Ethan Forester   Olivia Forester   

Alicia Gallardo   Michael Hampshire  Abigail Hopkins   Moses Hung          

Matthew Hunt   Subhan Irfan   Priyanka Madi   Charlotte March    

Isabelle McCready  Ellie McNulty   Jumeira Nathan   Brogan Perry       

Daniel Punshon   Lucy Readman   Jazmin Smith   Miles Smith     

Jonathan Stones  Owen Thomas   Hannah Townsend   Miguel Yasis 

 

A further 24 Year 11 pupils need to bring their evidence books in to receive their certificates. 

 

Over the Bank Holiday weekend 43 

Year 10 Bronze pupils completed a 

difficult expedition in the blistering 

heat.  Most of the groups completed 

their routes in a fantastic time with 

very few navigational issues.  They 

should all be collecting their evidence 

in their logbooks to complete the 

award. 

 

Special mention must go to Emily 

Mattinson who has submitted her 

book and has fully completed the 

award already! 

 

Year 9 pupils will have meetings to 

discuss their first practice expeditions in either the coming weeks, Activities Week or October.  Over 

80 pupils from Year 9 are registered and we look forward to them progressing on their journey. 

 

Silver 

25 students completed their first practice expedition for Silver over the same weekend.  Around 40 

students will take part in the qualifying expedition in Activities Week – we hope it won’t be as hot as 

last year! 

 

Gold 

I am delighted to say that former student Sean Platt has now completed his Gold Award and will meet 

Prince Edward, his wife Sophie the Countess of Wessex and Princess Anne, the Princess Royal at 

Buckingham Palace this month.  Completing the Gold Award is a tremendous achievement and we 

look forward to more pupils progressing through the awards. 

 

Please keep an eye on the twitter account @stlddofe for all D of E related news and 

updates. 
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On Monday 14th May, the A Level Music pupils went to Durham’s Gala 

Theatre to see English Touring Opera’s superb production of Mozart’s 

Marriage of Figaro.  As one of their set works, the pupils knew the work 

extremely well, and were able to appreciate 

not only the unutterably beautiful music, but 

also nuances within the production itself. Indeed, we were treated to a 

pre-performance talk with members of the company and were able to ask 

discerning questions regarding orchestration and casting.  

Mr Grehan-Bradley 

Let’s Get Quilting! 

 

Lily Bowman, 7E, in her spare times has been creating some wonderful works of art through sewing 

and, more recently, quilting which she has only being doing for the last year.  Lily entered a competition 

ran by The Quilters Guild which was held during their AGM in May, in Newcastle.  Lily faced some stiff 

competition in her category of ‘Young Quilters’, competing against 45 other entries.  Although Lily 

didn’t place this time, she was given a ‘Highly Commended’ by the judges.  

 

The pieces were also judged by another group. This group 

were the more experienced quilters who were there showing 

the techniques they have developed over the years.  Lily was 

given the award of ‘Most Promising Piece’ and I’m sure that 

they, as much as we here at St Leonard’s, are looking forward 

to seeing what Lily produces next. 

 

 Well done Lily! 
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Commonwealth Event 

On Wednesday 25th April, a group of Year 12 students from St Leonard’s were involved in a 

Commonwealth Event in Durham City, which involved more than 1000 primary school 

children from local schools. This event was a celebration of special links with the 

Commonwealth, and we were approached by Durham County 

Council to ask if we had any Sixth Formers who might like to 

volunteer to support this event. Brian Stobie, International 

Officer for DCC, wrote to the school to pass on his grateful 

thanks for all of the students who volunteered and made the 

event a very warm celebration (even on a cold day!).  Thanks go 

to all of those students who were involved and represented St 

Leonard’s at this event.  

Mr Hughes 



Ponteland Junior Head yet again saw what was the final race of the winter season competed in glorious 

sunshine.  Our rowers had an excellent day coming away with three wins – one each in Years 9, 10 and 11.  

This event was also a piece of St Leonard’s history with our first ever octuple (eight rowers with two 
blades/sculling) competing and winning.  

 

Training in the Easter holidays was severely disrupted and proved less-than-ideal as preparation for Junior 

Inter-Regionals and Strathclyde Park Regatta.  Five pupils from St Leonard’s represented the north at the 

Junior Inter-Regional Regatta.  The Year 11 girls’ coxless four produced two good rows which saw them 

come third in the B final in a very strong and fast field.  Andrew Beattie (Year 10) also received a call-up to 

the squad due to an injury in the original selected crew from Chester-le-Street.  In the coxed four, Andrew 

and his crew came second in their B final.  
 

The following weekend, 30 pupils competed at Strathclyde Park Regatta – an event which has grown over 

recent years and now attracts entries from top junior and university clubs, such as Durham, Newcastle and 

Edinburgh.  The weekend provided a good opportunity for our younger rowers to appreciate the standard 

of rowing at the top end, as well as gaining some valuable ‘multi-lane’ racing experience.  The Year 9 girls’ 

squad produced two spirited rows on the Saturday to come away with a silver medal.  The Year 8 boys’ 

then went on to win their first race in a double, which is no mean feat on a lake such as Strathclyde.  
 

Due to the cancellation of Chester-le-Street’s Regatta, Durham City Regatta was the first of the local 

regattas.  We had 30 pupils competing over the two day event and came away with four event wins.  The 

Year 10 boys put in two strong performances in the coxed four to win their event.  The Year 9’s stepped 

up to the plate on the Sunday winning both the quad and single.  The Year 8 rowers learnt some tough 

lessons about steering and catching crabs, but the girls’ quad on the Sunday were victorious over Durham 

ARC.   

 
Ponteland Junior Head  
WJ16 4+ - Emily Reilly-O’Donnell, Anna Bancroft, Abbie Rogers, Jude Parkinson,       

  Millie Rogers (cox) 

MJ15 4+ - Andrew Beattie, Oliver Wilmore, Billy Gray, Robert Duffell, Brandon Davies (cox) 

WJ14 8x - Ellie Kent, Ruby McClelland, Ella Shaw, Millie Rogers, Molly Frazer, Alice Cook,        

 Megan Thomas, Sophie Hopkins, Jude Parkinson (cox) 

 
Strathclyde Park Regatta 
MJ13 2x - Joseph Parkinson, Callum Laing  

 

Durham City Regatta 
MJ15 4+ -  Andrew Beattie, Robert Duffell, Oliver Wilmore, Billy Gray, Brandon Davies (cox)  

WJ14 4x+ - Ella Shaw, Ruby McClelland, Alice Cook, Molly Frazer, Ellie Kent (cox)  

WJ13 4x+ - Maria Wilson, Michelle Isanbor, Sarah McLaughlin, Beth Turnbull, Ellie Kent (cox) 

WJ14 1x - Ella Shaw  
 

The boat club will be competing at the following events over the next month or so.  Supporters on the 

riverbanks are always welcome: 

Saturday 26th May - Wansbeck Regatta (in Ashington) 

Saturday 2nd June - Hexham Regatta 

Saturday 9th -  Sunday 10th June – Durham Regatta  

 
Mr Smith  
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Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Summer Half Term 2018 Friday 25.5.18 Monday 4.6.18 

Summer 2018 

Friday 20.7.18 

at 1.30pm 
Wednesday 5.9.18 

Autumn Half Term 2018 Friday 19.10.18 Monday 29.10.18 

Christmas 2018 Thursday 20.12.18 Tuesday 8.1.19 

Spring Half Term 2019 Friday 15.2.19 Monday 25.2.19 

Easter 2019 

(different from County) 

Friday 12.4.19 Monday 29.4.19 

May Day Bank Holiday Friday 3.5.19 Tuesday 7.5.19 

Summer Half Term 2019 Friday 24.5.19 Monday 3.6.19 

Summer 2019 Friday 19.7.19 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2018 — 2019 
Notices 

SCHOOL BAGS 

 

Please remember that, 

when choosing a school 

bag for the next 

academic year, small 

fashion or handbags are 

not appropriate.  The bag 

should be large enough 

to carry the                

required equipment 

including exercise books, 

textbooks and where 

appropriate, files.   

 

Thank you. 

Absence from School  

“Schools should advise parents to notify them on the first day the child is unable to attend due to illness. Schools 

should authorise absences due to illness unless they have genuine cause for concern about the veracity of an illness.  

If the authenticity of illness is in doubt, schools can request parents to provide medical evidence to support illness.”   

        -DfE Guidance on Attendance 

When informing us that your son/daughter is or will be absent from school via email or voicemail can you 

please provide us with the following information:   

-       Pupil’s Full Name;  

-       Year/Tutor Group; 

-       Brief reason for the absence.   

If we have not received any communication as to why your child is absent, a text message will be issued 

and phone calls made to ensure the safety of the pupil. 

Thank you for your help and support with this.     
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