
 

St Leonard’s Catholic School, North End, Durham  DH1 4NG   Head Teacher:  Mr S B Campbell 

Telephone:  0191 3848575  Email:  admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk 

 
St Leonard's 

N E W S L E T T E R  

excellence in all and for all  taking Christ as the model for life  striving to create community 

Dates for the Diary: 
 Wednesday 28th March:  Music for Holy Week at 7pm 

 Friday11th May:  Year 11 Mass 

 Thursday 24th May:  Year 13 Leavers’ Mass 
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Message from the Head Teacher 
Thanks again for your patience during what has been an unusually 
disrupted half term.  Thanks also for your attendance at Parents’ 

Evenings this term, I know that these can be trying occasions and 
involve quite a lot of queuing.  We have tried various models in 
the past and think that what we do now is the best/least-worst 
way of running them.  However, we are also open to suggestions 
that would improve them in a manageable way. 
 
I know that staff have adjusted plans to ensure that those taking 
external exams are not unduly affected by our snow-closures. 
Please encourage Year 11 and Year 13 to make the most of all 
opportunities for additional support over their remaining weeks 
of preparation.  Many Year 11 pupils will be in for Easter revision 
days and the after-school sessions are ongoing in various 
departments.  There will also be specific booster sessions in some 
subjects whose GCSE papers are later on. If this applies, please 
push your daughters/sons to attend if only to refresh what they 
have already learned. 
 
Pupils have enjoyed inputs from outside groups this half term 
with the “Ten:Ten Theatre Group” presenting to Year 10 on 

relationships and “Ice Maidens”, six British women who became 
the first all-female team to use muscle power alone to ski coast-
to-coast across Antarctica, sharing their experiences with Years 7-
9.  Thanks for the parental link which enabled the latter to 
happen. 
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On the Front Page 

On the front of this half-term’s   

edition is a picture of our students 
who went to Paris with the Art 
Department.  An article about the 
trip can be found on page 3. 

At the top left hand corner on the 
front page is an image of an empty 
cross, to remind us that at Easter 
we celebrate Christ’s death and 

resurrection.  Service and Mass 
times for Catholic Churches in the 
local area are located on the back 
page. 

Easter Prayer 
 

Lord God, 
You loved this world so much, 

That you gave your one and only Son, 
That we might be called your children too. 

Lord, help us to live in the gladness and grace 
Of Easter Sunday, everyday. 

Let us have hearts of thankfulness 
For your sacrifice. 

Let us have eyes that look upon 
Your grace and rejoice in our salvation. 

Help us to walk in that mighty grace 
And tell your good news to the world. 

All for your glory do we pray, Lord. 
Amen. 
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Ooh La La!  Art Department International Study Visit  
 

During February, the Art Department took nine of 
our A-level students to Paris on this year’s 

international sixth form study visit.  We spent four 
days in the French capital during which we visited the 
citiy’s best galleries; the Pompidou, the Museum of 

Modern Art, the Louvre, the Orangerie, the Musee 
D’Orsay and the Picasso Museum.  All of this as well 

as taking in a movie at the city’s Art Deco cinema, the 

Eiffel Tower and ten pin bowling, 
meant our schedule was packed.  
During our time in the city, our 
students conducted research for their chosen examination questions and 
personal investigations, drew from direct observation in the galleries and 

recorded through photography.  The visit was a huge 
success and the students thoroughly enjoyed the 
cultural experience.  Special thanks goes to Mrs Marr 
for accompanying us on the visit. 

 

Mr Sutcliffe Our students drawing in 
the galleries 

 VEX Robotics competition  
 

On Friday 9th February, the St Leonard’s Robotics team took their robot to Nissan to compete in The Regional 

VEX Robotics Competition.  
Having spent many weeks designing, building and developing an advanced robot at lunchtime and after school, 
the team were ready to compete.  Despite the high level of competition, they managed to reach the 
quarterfinals; the St Leonard’s Team formed an alliance with 

Tanfield School but were knocked out by the soon to be 
tournament champions.  
Unphased by the tough competition, the team presented a confident 
speech on how they had reached this point to the Managing 
Director of Expert Tooling and Automation and one of his 
apprentices.  The team impressed so much with their efforts that 
they were awarded the Regional Design Award. The award 
highlights the commitment, work ethic and determination 
demonstrated throughout the whole process.  All had a great day 
and are now already working on next year’s competition!   
               Miss Johnson 

Les Galeries Lafayette shopping Centre 
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Despite their best efforts, the dark mornings and glacial temperatures had not dampened the 
spirits at St Leonard’s boat club, as another successful and rewarding half term came to a 

close.  With regatta season firmly on the horizon, the rowers have been pushing themselves 
even harder in training, to try and secure good results for the coming months.  
 
This half term wasn’t all training though, with Durham Head coming as the inaugural race of 

2018.  The misty and saturating weather didn’t stop our team of oarsmen and women 

producing some fantastic times, on home water, with wins for the Year 8 girls’ quad and Year 

11 girls’ composite four.  
 
Only a week later saw the Northern team trials for the Junior Inter Regional Regatta at 
Cambois RC.  The Year 9s, 10s and 11s had been focussing on and training for this race since 
September, which was shown in the excellent results produced from only five entries.  
Notably, the Year 11 girls were victorious and their four qualified to represent the north of 
England at the event in April.  Despite some very fast times, it was the team spirit and unity of 
all St Leonard’s rowers that permeated conversations, along the river banks, of both 

spectators and our opposition.  
 
Results 
Durham SBH: 
WJ13 4x – Sophie Crichton, Sophie Hopkins, Jasmine Stewart, Elizabeth George, Will Beattie 
(cox) 
W Sen 4 – Abbie Rogers, Abi Hopkins – composite with Durham School & Durham ARC, 
Millie Rogers (cox) 
Junior Inter Regionals trials: 
WJ16 4- - Anna Bancroft, Jude Parkinson, Emily Reilly-O’Donnell, Abbie Rogers (go on to 

represent north)  
 
The competition did not stop there.  On Friday 23rd of February a small but mighty team 
from St Leonard’s arrived at Maiden Castle ready to battle it out at the Northern Region 

Indoor Rowing Competition and they did not disappoint!  Lydia Hare paved the way with a 
superb second place in the Year 11 event, followed by some other outstanding performances 
from both; Oliver Wilmore who came second and Ella Shaw, who took first place.  Very 
promising racing also came from our Year 7 and 8 competitors, including Joseph Parkinson 
(second place).  
 
Next up is Ponteland Head which is the finale of the winter season, where the St Leonard’s 

crews will be looking to put all their training to good use before the regatta makes a 
comeback. 
 

          Emily Reilly-O’Donnell  
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Pi Day 
 

On the 14th of March Mathematicians all over the world 
celebrate International Pi Day - can you figure out why? 
Every year I set my students the challenge to learn as many 

digits of Pi as they can to win an Easter egg.  As Pi is an irrational number, the digits after the 
decimal point go on infinitely with no pattern or repeat, making it extremely difficult to 
memorise.  This year’s winners demonstrated phenomenal memory skills; beating all of the 

previous records set in St Leonard’s.  
 

Jennifer Murphy Year 9 – 18 significant figures 
Callum Bell Year 10 - 18 significant figures 
Janeeta Jacob Year 9 – 26 significant figures 
Jonathan Stones Year 11 – 29 significant figures 
Olly Middlemas Year 12 - 155 significant figures 
Ben Bremner Year 13 - 202 significant figures 
Sita Piette Year 13 - 313 significant figures 
 
Frances Bayes Year 12 - 1001 significant figures – Wow! 

Mrs Poole 

Congratulations to the following pupils 
who have recently passed their music 
examinations. 

Have you taken a music examination recently?  
Please let Mr Grehan-Bradley know, and your 
name can be in the next newsletter. 

Samantha Cheesey Keyboard Grade 1 

Elizabeth Clements Piano Grade 3 

Maria Wilson Piano Grade 4 

Lucy Grehan-Bradley Piano Grade 6 

Harry Pears Trumpet Grade 3 

Grace Proudlock Voice Grade 2 

Megan Thomas Voice Grade 4 

Rebecca Dover Voice Grade 8 



From make-up to Mike Pence: Our time in DC 
 
On behalf of everyone who went, we can safely assure you that our trip to Washington DC was 
an amazing opportunity and an unforgettable experience; an opportunity that if you yourself get, 
you should not turn down.  Our trip wavered from scary McDonald’s trips to casual run-ins with 
the Vice President, and was filled with lifelong memories.  If the portion sizes weren’t enough of a 

shock, the environment definitely was, the city was like no other.  We hope that this piece gives 
you an insight into our February getaway. 
 
After a gruelling eight hour flight and rainy bus journey we arrived at the Courtyard Marriott 
hungry and ready for bed, but the palace to which we arrived made it all worth it.  With our own 
double bed and a Five Guys just across the street we felt all our travel woes melt away! After a 
good night’s sleep and a huge breakfast we were ready for the first, very full day in the US capital. 

Following an overly enthusiastic depiction of Lincoln’s assassination, we arrived at the Capital 

One Arena for one of the most American experiences of all time.  The ice hockey confirmed 
many American stereotypes, from free doughnuts to patriotic singing - the Capitals game did not 
disappoint.  A riveting quiz from Mr Smith, on everything from US history to bridges in Durham, 
finished the evening and no one had any objection to an early night finishing a long but highly 
memorable day. 
 
The weather timed itself perfectly on our second day and was successful in 
drenching the whole group on our walking tour of Washington!  Despite the 
very typically English drizzle, the experience was still one which will not be 
soon forgotten.  Standing at the Lincoln memorial, at the very spot where 
the famous “I have a dream” speech was made by Martin Luther King Jnr.  

was a truly humbling experience.  As we journeyed through the memorials 
commemorating those lost in the major wars of the last century, there was a 
real moment of sombreness as we read the seeming endless lists of names 
of those who had lost their lives.  The Natural History Museum that 
afternoon not only provided great ‘Night at the Museum 2’ references, but 

also offered a unique opportunity to learn about the wonders of the natural 
world in an interactive environment.  After a quick visit to the infamous 
Trump Towers (which, minus the giant American flag, wasn’t as tacky as expected) we visited the 

national archives.  The archives allowed us to learn about some of the USA’s most important 

historical documents and their impacts upon history.  Reclining leather chairs and refillable 
buckets of popcorn ended our 20,000 steps day as we relaxed in a local cinema and enjoyed 
watching Maze Runner while giving our feet a rest. 
 
Mr Murray and Mr Smith’s presidential photos began our day of high security and unexpected 

twists as we went on a tour of one of the world’s most secure buildings – the Pentagon.  A 
backwards walking marine and hundreds of military facts filled our time in this fascinating 
building as we made our way around its long corridors.  Following a “lesson” from a crazy metro 

lady about the end of the world it was finally our opportunity for one of our main aims on the 
trip – Chipotle!  With a very full stomach we set off for a seemingly ordinary tour of the Capital 
building.  Armed with our headsets we made our way around the historic building until we were 
told a room was closed as a congressman was using it.  It was quite a surprise to us all (even the 

tour guide) when from that room emerged the Vice President of the USA Mike Pence!  
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After a rather unpleasant handshake and a few selfies our time in 
the Capital building was over, but it will certainly not be forgotten 
by any of us.  The Air and Space museum followed our lucky 
encounter and contained many impressive pieces of technology 
from various ages in history and in addition it provided an 
opportunity to post the Vice President photos on social media.  
 
Wednesday brought us to ‘Newseum’, we set off after another 

hearty breakfast of pancakes and coffee to the metro, not 
knowing what to expect, our museums had been interesting so 
far but we had no clue what to expect upon our arrival.  Newseum offered us an amazing 
experience, filled with modern historical gems, like Gorbachev’s pen and a piece of the Berlin 

Wall, it was a museum that was so relevant, you couldn’t not understand it.  After a trip round 

the museum, we went to a Journalism workshop in the education center, this was a really great 
experience as we got to consider the thought process of a journalist.  From here, we headed for 
our last lunch at Union Station, relishing the huge portion sizes.  We then travelled to Arlington 
National Cemetery, a stunning site where we witnessed the ‘changing of the guard’ and then 

went to see Kennedy’s tomb, it was so strange to think that we were that close to a president!  

To top off the day, we came to the highlight and arguably sole purpose of some people’s trip – 
the mall!  Many hours and dollars later, many of which were spent in Sephora (some people onto 
second trips), we then headed back to our last night in the Courtyard Marriot.  We packed our 
bags then headed for our final games and chats in each others’ rooms, unfortunately leaving Mr 

Smith alone in the dining room for a game of ‘Scatergories’ for one… 
 
Thursday was our final day in DC, with many of us only just feeling we had adjusted to the time 
zone, we were about to leave our dream city. We checked our bags out and left them in the 
conference room, then headed to the last point on our agenda – the Holocaust Museum.  
Though we may not have exactly been ending on a high, not one of us would have wanted to 
miss this museum.  It was one of the most touching and interesting museum experiences we had 
ever had. Upon entry, we were each given the story of a Holocaust victim, displayed in a passport 
style, we were to continue our victim’s story as we progressed through the three floors, 

ultimately finding out as to whether our victim survived.  We left later that morning and went to 
H Street for our last American food fix, where many of us hit the supermarkets and drugstores 
for one last food shop.  At two o’clock, the time had come to wave DC goodbye.  We headed to 

the airport, bringing our trip to a close.  
 
As the plane landed on the miserable tarmac of Newcastle airport we were all filled with a deep 
sadness that our wonderful week away was over.  But the memories made together in this awe 
inspiring city will last a lifetime. 
 

 By Niamh Newton, Tom Rowlands, Joseph Copple and Rachel Cocker  
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Young Leaders 
 

We have five Year 10 Cafod Young 
Leaders who have received some 
training from Cafod this year.  Over 

Lent, we have had a week where they prepared our prayers using materials from 
Cafod.  They have also made some great efforts in fundraising.  In fair-trade 
fortnight they highlighted the plight of the producers of our goods and sold fair-
trade produce.  Over the last two weeks of term they have sold creme-eggs and 
delivered them to tutor groups, the demand was eggs-traordinary and 10 boxes 
of creme eggs disappeared in no time, raising a great amount for Cafod! 
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On Retreat 
At the start of February a number 
of Year 9 pupils took the 
opportunity to go to the Diocesan 
Youth Village on Retreat.  Our 
retreat, led by past pupil Phillip, 
was based on the words of St Catherine of Siena, “If you are what you are meant to be, you 

will set the world on fire.”  The group looked at examples of people living out the words of 

St Catherine, and reflected on what it is that they are meant to be in their lives.  We were 
lucky enough to have another former pupil, Fr Peter Stoddart, join us to celebrate mass as 
part of the retreat.  There were beautiful times of prayer along with great fun over the three 
days.  All of the pupils who took up the opportunity to go on the retreat will take with them 
great memories and strengthened faith. 

 
On Friday 16th March, Years 9 and 11 were fortunate to have 
presentations from Ten:Ten theatre Company.   The 
presentations form part of our RSE provision.  The 
presentations were thought provoking and led to some very 
insightful questions and discussions. 
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World Book Day & Book Fair 
 

This year a delayed World Book Day took 
place on Tuesday 13th March. The library 

selected the theme of ‘Animals in Literature’ and 

highlighted books such as ‘The Wind in the Willows’, 

‘The Wolf Wilder’ and ‘Animal Farm’.  Staff joined in 

with the World Book Day celebrations by sharing their 
‘Book Selfies’.  Lunchtime in the library saw a quiz 

competition, in which pupils had to answer questions 
about animals in literature, with the chance of winning 
one of five £5 vouchers which could be spent at the 
Book Fair.  Well done to all those who won. 
From 14th to 21st March, the library also had the 
annual Scholastic Book Fair, a chance for pupils to view 
and purchase selected books.  There were some 
brilliant books on offer, and pupils were able to use 
their £1 book tokens as well.  We’d set a high target of 

£700 and made it with an extra 10p!  Through this, the 
library will receive £350.05 worth of free books!   A 
massive thank you to everyone who purchased an item, 
whether a book or stationery and to all those 
pupils who helped to make this such a great 
event. 

Miss Waldock  

Durham & District Schools League 
winners 

 

Congratulations to our Year 9 Netball team 
who after a long and drawn out season, have 
won the Durham & District Schools league.  
Scoring over 100 goals throughout the 
season is impressive, equally impressive is 
that they have only conceded 18 goals. Enjoy 
a break from Netball over the Summer 
ladies, and we look forward to defending the 
title in Year 10! 

Mrs Hockaday

On Tuesday 6th February a group of students from Years 10 to 
13 went to the Gala Cinema to watch ‘Journey’s End’, David 

Grindley’s excellent new film version of RC Sheriff’s play, a 

profoundly moving account of life in the trenches of the First 
World War.  Grindley effectively captured the horror and 
psychological trauma soldiers faced, knowing a German attack 
was imminent.  The students found the film harrowing and a 
very difficult watch at times, but Sheriff wrote this play having 
endured life on the front line himself and Grindley’s superb 

retelling of the story provided a captivating insight into trench 
conditions as well as excellent context for students studying 

              World War 1 Literature in Years 12 and 13. 
 
 
‘Art’:  Newcastle Theatre Royal, Tuesday 6th March 2018 
 
When I heard that ‘Art’, one of the most successful comedies ever and 

winner of every major world theatre award, was coming to Newcastle 
Theatre Royal it seemed too good an opportunity to miss. Now celebrating 
its twentieth anniversary ‘Art’ tells the story of three old friends in Paris - 
Serge, Yvan and Marc - who discover they have very differing opinions 
about what constitutes ‘art’ when one buys a very expensive, rather peculiar 

painting. The group of 35 students from Years 10 to 13 thoroughly enjoyed the exploration of friendship and 
deconstruction of modern art that was offered in what was a very funny and thought-provoking 
performance. 

Mr Hughes 

The Play’s The Thing! 



Changes to your details 

Have you moved house 
recently?  Have you 
changed your phone 
number or email address?  
If so, please let us know.  
We need to keep up to 
date information on file, in 
case we need to contact 
you.  If you haven’t yet 

informed us, please send 
us an email or you can 
contact us by telephone. 

 

Many thanks, 

School Office Team 

Notices 
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Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Easter 2018 Thursday 29.3.18 Monday 16.4.18 

May Day Bank Holiday  Friday 4.5.18 Tuesday 8.5.18 

Summer Half Term 2018 Friday 25.5.18 Monday 4.6.18 

Summer 2018 Friday 20.7.18 Wednesday 5.9.18 

Autumn Half Term 2018 Friday 19.10.18 Monday 29.10.18 

Christmas 2018 Thursday 20.12.18 Tuesday 8.1.19 

Spring Half Term 2019 Friday 15.2.19 Monday 25.2.19 

Easter 2019 

(different from County) 
Friday 12.4.19 Monday 29.4.19 

May Day Bank Holiday Friday 3.5.19 Tuesday 7.5.19 

Summer Half Term 2019 Friday 24.5.19 Monday 3.6.19 

Summer 2019 Friday 19.7.19 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2018 — 2019 

Medical Information Notice 

Please inform the school if your child has a medical 
condition. 

Apart from asthma inhalers and EpiPens®, medication that your 
child needs to take more than three times a day should be 
handed into the office, in the correct box, with instructions.  A 
form needs to be completed and contact made with the school’s 

First Aiders regarding these arrangements. 

All medication needs to be collected at the end of every 
half term. 

 

Please note that there is NO School Nurse on site, only 
First Aiders. 

School First Aiders 



 
Parish of the Durham Martyrs 
Mini Triduum:  Wednesday 28th March for Elderly and Housebound 2.00pm at                 
   St Joseph’s  
Maundy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.00pm at St Godric's,  
Good Friday:  Stations of Cross led by Faith and Light Group 10am at St Joseph’s 
       Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm at St Leonard’s School 
Holy Saturday:  Easter Vigil 8.00pm at St Leonard’s School 
Easter Sunday:  10.00am at St Leonard’s School 
 
St Cuthbert’s, Durham 
Maundy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.00pm   
Good Friday:   Tenebrae followed by confessions 10.00am 
         Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm  
Holy Saturday:  Easter Vigil 8.30pm (followed by light refreshments) 
Easter Sunday:  10.00am and 6.30pm 
 
St Joseph’s, Birtley 
Maundy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.30pm 
Good Friday:  Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm 
Holy Saturday:  Easter Vigil 8.30pm 
Easter Sunday:  8.15am & 10.00am 
 
St Cuthbert’s, Chester-le-Street 
Maundy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.00pm  
Good Friday:  Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm 
Easter Sunday: 10.30am 
 
St Bede’s, Sacriston 
Good Friday:  Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm 
Holy Saturday:  Easter Vigil 6.30pm  
Easter Sunday:  9.00am 
 
West Durham Family of Parishes 
Maundy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.00pm at Ushaw College 
Good Friday:  Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm at Ushaw College 
Holy Saturday:  Easter Vigil 7.30pm at Ushaw College 
Easter Sunday:  9.00am at St Michael’s, Esh Laude  
         10.30am at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Newhouse, Esh Winning 
 
St Patrick’s, Langely Moor 
Maundy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 6.30pm  
Good Friday:  Stations of the Cross 10.00am 
         Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm  
Holy Saturday:  Easter Vigil 5.00pm  
Easter Sunday:  10.00am  
 
Ss Jospeh, Patrick & Cuthbert’s, Coxhoe 
Maundy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.00pm  
Good Friday:  Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm  
Holy Saturday:  Easter Vigil 6.00pm  
Easter Sunday:  9.15am (at St William’s, Trimdon)  
          10.45am (at St John Fisher, Sedgefield)  
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