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excellence in all and for all  taking Christ as the model for life  striving to create community 

Dates for the Diary: 

 Thursday 21st December:  Advent Concert at 7pm 

 Monday 8th January:  School Reopens  

 Monday 15th January:  Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

 Thursday 18th January:  Year 9 Options Evening for Parents at 7pm 

 Monday 22nd January:  Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

 Wednesday 31st January - Friday 2nd February:  Year 9 Retreat 



Message from the Head Teacher 
Dear Parents, 

The second half of this term was punctuated by the Section 48 
Inspection of Religious Education and the ‘Catholic Life of the School’, 

which went well. We have not yet received the written report from 
the inspectors but I will share it with you when it arrives, hopefully 
before the end of term. Many pupils were involved in meetings with 
inspectors and they all represented the school confidently and 
positively. 

Thanks to you all for generous responses to various appeals this term 
including the Operation Christmas Child ‘Shoebox’ Appeal. It was good 

to see groups of pupils cooperating to donate carefully planned boxes. 

We are currently consulting  on some small changes to our 
Admissions Policy, please see the details on page 14.  For those of you 
applying for a child to be admitted to Year 7 in September 2018, please 
remember to send baptismal certificates to Mrs E. Turnbull at the 
school. 

We have recently had some incidents on school buses and I would like 
your support in reminding all pupils of the need for excellent 
behaviour at all times for everyone’s safety. Pupils who do not comply 

with this will have their right to travel by school bus removed. 

Thanks in advance for your support of the Advent concert and this 
year’s pantomime, which will probably have passed when you receive 

this. 

Best wishes to you all for a peaceful and Happy Christmas. 

 

Mr Campbell 
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On the Front Cover 

On this issue’s front cover 

we have a photograph of 
some pupils moving shoe 
boxes for ‘Operation 

Christmas Child’ to their 

collection point in school.  
For more information on this, 
and other activities pupils 
have taken part in to help 
charities, head to page 7. 

Boat Club 

The boat club would like to say a massive thank you for the very 
generous donations from the ‘Friends of St Leonard’s’ and ‘Lee’s 

Coaches’. These donations will allow the boat club to purchase a new 

set of oars as we look to introduce more ‘sweep’ rowing in the club. 

For more information about what the Boat Club has been doing, head 
to page 13. 

Mr Smith 2 



Message from Head Boy and Head Girl 
This term has been a busy but successful one of us.  With our main focus this year to improve the significance 
of the house system within the school community, our biggest achievement has undoubtedly been to introduce 
house assemblies.  These have occurred on a Tuesday morning where every member of a house, from Years 7-
13, have come together in the main hall, to discuss the importance of their Patron Saint and their ambitions for 
the year.  We would like to say a huge congratulations to all the house and sports captains for organising and 
running the assemblies; they have done a fantastic job!  We hope to see these assemblies become a long 
standing tradition in St Leonard's. 
 
We have also hosted an odd sock day on Friday 17th November to 
show our support for anti-bullying week, a cake sale for Children in 
Need, raising £160, and an enjoyable inter-house dodgeball competition 
for the Sixth Form.  
 
Next term we hope to continue our work, holding an inter-house 
bench ball competition for Years 7-11 and a quiz competition too. 
We wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas. 

Michael Wade and Natalie Bastiman 
Head Boy and Head Girl, 2017-18 
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St Leonard’s Catholic School awarded Champion School status by National Citizen Service 

 Fourteen schools in County Durham were awarded ‘Champion School’ status by National Citizen Service 

(NCS), as a result of their commitment to the youth programme. 
 630 schools across the country have been recognised as Champion Schools, including 56 in the North 

East. 
 Almost 400,000 students have taken part in NCS since 2011, with recent research showing that it 

improves outcomes for the teens who take part, including increased likelihood of getting into university. 
  
National Citizen Service (NCS) has awarded ‘Champion School’ status to St Leonard’s Catholic School, who 

have been recognised alongside schools across the country for their commitment to, and work with, the 
flagship youth programme.  The award of Champion School status has been given to only those schools that 
have exceeded expectations in promoting the programme as well as recruiting students to take part. 
 
Open to all young people, regardless of circumstances or additional needs, NCS focuses on three core 
principles of social cohesion, social engagement and social mobility, all of which have benefits not just to the 
participants but to communities and society as a whole. 
 
Parents of the teens who take part repeatedly comment on the positive effect NCS has on their children, 
including increased confidence levels and independence. In addition, the teachers at Champion Schools have 
praised the impact NCS has had on so many of their pupils, and the knock on benefits to the school more 
widely. 

Current Year 11 pupils can now sign up to the summer 2018 NCS programme. Places are already           
filling up fast. Students or parents should visit NCSNORTHEAST.co.uk or call 0191 247 4020 to 
reserve a place. 

https://ncsnortheast.co.uk/


 

Absence from School  

“Schools should advise parents to notify them on the first day the child is unable to attend due to illness. Schools 

should authorise absences due to illness unless they have genuine cause for concern about the veracity of an illness.  If 

the authenticity of illness is in doubt, schools can request parents to provide medical evidence to support illness.”   

        -DfE Guidance on Attendance 

 

When informing us that your son/daughter is or will be absent from school via email or voicemail can you 
please provide us with the following information:   

-       Pupil’s Full Name;  

-       Year/Tutor Group; 

-       Brief reason for the absence.   

If we have not received any communication as to why your child is absent, a text message will be issued and 
phone calls made to ensure the safety of the pupil. 

Thank you for your help and support with this.     
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On Tuesday 3rd October a group of 40 students from Years 11 
to 13 watched the production of Ian Hislop and Nick 
Newman’s new play ‘The Wipers Times’ at Northern Stage, 

Newcastle.  The play was set during the First World War and 
explored the writing and publication of a satirical newspaper 
created amidst the mud and mayhem of the Somme and came 
to Newcastle direct from a record breaking West End season.  
Hislop described the newspaper as a ‘forerunner to Private Eye’ 

and the risqué and often caustic material taken directly from 
the newspaper certainly succeeded in making the audience 
think about the terrible conditions of war.  Hislop also took 
the opportunity to mock the views of the Daily Mail at the 

time using sardonic humour very familiar to watchers of ‘Have I Got News For You?’  

While it was quite uncomfortable viewing at times, the play offered a captivating insight 
into the different ways that the soldiers found to cope with the terrible conditions of 
trench warfare, using humour and writing articles as a means of distraction.   With many 
parallels to other satirical pieces written about World War One, including ‘Blackadder 

Goes Forth’ in the presentation of the gap between officers and privates and  ‘Oh What a 

Lovely War!’ in the way songs were used to mock the Generals making decisions from way 

behind the Front Line, it was a superb production that really made students think.  It was 
an excellent evening that, as well as being entertaining, provided valuable context for 
students in Years 12 and 13 who are studying literature written about the First World War. 
 

Mr Hughes 



 

An alternative way of using sage:  from the Gardening Club 

 

If you have a surplus of sage growing in your garden try to make a lovely wreath. 
 
Equipment 
 Styrofoam wreath form (small) 
 Floral pins (they are metal and in a U shape) 
 Lots of sage 
 Ribbon 

 
Tie several pieces of sage together then attach to the foam ring. 
Repeat until fully covered. 
Add some ribbon which will be used to hang your wreath. 5 

Every year the St Leonard’s Day Lecture challenges the 

audience for an evening with different, thought-
provoking lectures.  This year was no exception.  
Attempting to link the French Revolution to early 
Christian liturgy seemed to be particularly challenging, 
especially considering the ideals that the revolutionaries 
held and the stance the Catholic Church took on them. 
Yet Professor Tom O’Loughlin’s commentary upon the 

early Catholic Church and its teachings showed us how 
the two were not mutually exclusive.  

Beginning with the three core ideas that came out of the 
French Revolution of ‘Liberté, égalité and fraternité’, he discussed how these ideas are in conflict with both 

our society today as well as in the Catholic Church.  Yet when moving back to examine the early Catholic 
Church, and the teachings of Jesus, he revealed that the three ideas of freedom, equality and brotherhood 
were all present throughout this period.  Jesus’ teachings found in the gospels, St Paul’s letters to various 

groups and how the early church was organised show how ingrained these ideas were.  Professor Tom then 
moved on to how the resulting chasm occurred.   

With the evening finishing with an emotive question and answer session, this year’s lecture certainly rose to 

the challenge of being thought provoking.  Thank you to both Professor Tom O’Loughlin who came up from 

Nottingham University and all those who attended.  

Miss Waldock 

From Ushaw College 
Thank you to everyone for supporting our wonderful summer programme. The exhibitions in 
the chapel and beautifully restored museum are a great success adding even more interest for 
visitors.  We now have our permanent Chaplain here Canon Bob Spence and he says Mass here 
every Friday at 12.30pm open to everyone.  Ushaw is open Wednesday to Saturday from 11am 
until 5pm.  Head to our website for more information, and to see what is coming up:  
http://www.ushaw.org/. 



 

 

 
Congratulations to all those who have been confirmed recently from the parishes of 
St Cuthbert’s Durham and Durham Matryrs.  We ask that you keep these young 

people, and all who are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, in your 
prayers. 
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A Christmas Blessing for the Home 
 

This blessing could be used at the opening of gifts or as a 
Grace before Meals. 

 

 

Leader The Word once became Flesh    
  and still comes to dwell amongst us. 
  To our sadness he brings joy, 
  to our pain he brings healing, 
  to our darkness he brings light. 
   

A candle is lit. 

 

Then, the youngest capable child reads from the Gospel according to Luke. 

     

Reading While they were in Bethlehem, 
  the time came 
  for Mary to have her child, 
  her first-born. 
  She wrapped him in swaddling clothes 
  and laid him in a manger 
  because there was no welcome for them at the inn. (Lk 2:6-7) 
 

Remember in silent or spoken prayer the members of your family, your friends and neighbours together 
with all who will spend Christmas alone or hungry or in need. 

 

Leader Holy God, in the birth of Jesus Christ 
        heaven and earth embrace 
 and a new creation begins.   

  Bless this home and all who live within it.  
  Fill them with the love of Christ, 
  and inspire them to share that love with all. 
  We ask this through the same Christ our Lord. 
All  Amen. 
 
Leader Let us bless the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 



Supporting Charities 
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Dance-A-Thon 

Year 7 have started their time at St Leonard’s on a charitable high, 

taking part in a year group Dance-A-Thon. The pupils worked 
with Helen Robson-Greener from FDF Dance Academy, Chester-
le-Street to create an excellent atmosphere in the sports hall 
during a whole year group dance.  Pupils really enjoyed it and all 

got involved and as a 
result they raised over £1100 for St Cuthbert’s Hospice in 

Durham. Members of the Year Council will be handing over the 
cheque to the charity and we hope to raise much more money for 
local charities in the very near future.  Well done Year 7 and 
thanks to FDF Dance Academy for all your help. 

Mrs Bell

Operation Christmas Child 
We had 217 full shoeboxes plus donations from staff 
and pupils throughout school which would have filled 
at least 20 more shoeboxes.  Pupils have really 
collaborated well in tutor groups and some have spent 
a lot of time and money carefully selecting beautiful and 
practical gifts for others less fortunate than themselves.  
The cash donations which came into school amounted 
to £229 but this does not include money donated 
online or Gift Aid. 
 
A special mention must go to 8D and Miss Johnson 
who have checked every single box!  We could not 
possibly have done this without them! 

Miss Smith 

Poppy Appeal 

For the first two weeks of this half term, the 
library had a small stall which ran during break 
and lunchtime. On offer were snap bands, 
wrist bands, reflector poppies and of course 
paper poppies.  Pupils raised a brilliant £385.51 
for the British Legion. 

Well done! 

Pens helps support  
Durham Food Bank 

Once again the library has been selling 
black, blue and green pens throughout 
the year.  The profit from the sale of 
these pens totalled an unbelievable 
£38.60 (that’s a lot of pens!).  With the 

money raised, food has been purchased 
for the Durham Food Bank to help 
support families in our region during 
this time of year. 
 
Many thanks to all 
who have 
purchased pens!  

Miss Waldock 

We are frantically packing food boxes up and 
down the school as part of our now traditional 
Reverse Advent Calendar.  Each tutor group is 
asked to donate dry goods/tins of 

food which will be packaged up with the help of the 
Sixth Form, ready to be delivered to Durham Food 
Bank in time for Christmas.  Thank you once again for 
the generosity and support across our school 
community. 

Miss Smith 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Our final day of term sees pupils given the option of leaving their 
school blazer at home and wearing a Christmas Jumper instead, 
for a £1 donation. This is becoming increasingly popular and 
makes a significant contribution to local Homeless Shelters as 
well as charities chosen by individual year groups. 



St Leonard’s Christmas Card Design Competition 

Winners  Each year, the Art Department runs a Christmas card design 
competition and this year saw a particularly high standard of entries. 
Featured are the three category winners: Joanna Denning (KS3 
winner), Olivia McIntyre (KS4 winner) and Juliet Middleton (Sixth 
Form winner). Each pupil received a set of their printed cards, a 
pack of Art materials and a prize from Mr Campbell. 

Mr Sutcliffe 

Christmas Decorations 

St Leonard’s has a new club for Years 7 and 8 after school 

on a Thursday:  Craft Club.  They have all been hard at 
work since September, and the library is certainly seeing the 
benefit.  The library is now well decorated by angels, 
Christmas trees which have been made out of old library 
books which are no longer fit for purpose, as well as some 
lovely paper stars. 

We look forward to seeing what pupils will create next 
year.   

Getting Ready for Christmas 

By Juliet Middleton 

By Joanna Denning  
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By Olivia McIntyre 
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Some Year 11s headed off on retreat to Ampleforth on Wednesday 1st – Friday 3rd November.  This 
annual trip is always popular, and gives pupils a chance to reflect on and examine their lives and faith 
away from school work and normal routine.  Here is one pupil’s account of the retreat. 
 

“On the way to the retreat we saw the remains of Byland Abbey. It was interesting to see, 

especially how something so old, large and ruined can still survive after many years open to 
the elements.  At the retreat, the first thing you notice is the view.  To your left is the many 
rugby pitches in the valley below, and on the right is the school, the monastery and visitor 
centre.  Unfortunately for us, the first time in over 100 years, the monastery is being 
renovated, which meant we were unable to look inside.  On arrival we quickly found our 
rooms and returned to the common room area to meet with Fr Bede.  He then took us 
round part of the monastery that was open and showed us part of the school.  Afterwards 
we did some ice breaking games (including the old classic musical chairs!), before returning 
to our accommodation before heading for a lovely dinner.   The evening consisted of 
spending some time relaxing as well as asking Fr Bede some questions about the life of a 
monk before heading upstairs to get some sleep. 

 
Day two of the retreat saw us heading to the visitor centre after breakfast, where we were 
provided with a small trail to follow.  After completing the task we had lunch before heading 
to the swimming pool for, you guessed it, swimming!  Upon our return, we spent some time 
improving the cross we created during our retreat in Year 8, adding messages to the other 
side.  In the evening, we spent some time in a quiet meditation style session, giving us time to 
reflect.  Shortly afterwards, Fr Bede gave up some of his time to talk with us letting us get 
any problems we had off our chest.  After a long day, we were all ready for some sleep. 

 
The final day after breakfast and the dreaded packing and cleaning of rooms, there was still 
time to fit in a quick visit to the gift shop, before heading back to school.  It was an 
enlightening retreat, giving us all time to reflect and breathe before the return to preparing 
for GCSEs.” 

 

By Matthew Hunt, 11N 

Year 11 Retreat 
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Slow speedy...it’s 20mph here!  
After the October half term holiday, you may have noticed that there have been 
new signs put up on the roads around school showing that there is now a speed 
limit of 20mph.  This is a County Council initiative to help make it safer for 
children heading to and from school.   As part of this initiative, pupils in Year 8 
have been given the opportunity to work with a local illustrator, Liz Million, to  

        design some new signs.  Below is an account of that workshop by one of the attending pupils. 
“On Wednesday morning, a group of us met in the library for a road safety sign workshop.  We were 

introduced to three people, two of which work at County Hall, working with communities and schools on 
road safety and speed limits.  The third person was Liz Million, a local illustrator and author.  The team 
explained why there has been the campaign to reduce the speed limit to 20mph around school, and the 
impact that can have on anyone who unfortunately finds themselves in a car accident. The decrease of the 
speed limit by 10mph can have a dramatic impact upon resulting injuries. There was then a discussion of what 
we would want to have on the speed limit signs to make drivers aware (though no sloths!). 
Liz spent the next part of the session telling us how she became an illustrator, before getting us to brain 
storm ideas for what we would like to see on the signs around school and to begin to create finer detail such 
as facial expressions. 
After break, we moved to one of the DT rooms and our creations began to take shape, with Liz helping us 
on the finer details such as facial expressions.  Liz has taken our creations away, and will use parts of each of 
them to create an overall image. 
It was a really good workshop. Liz helped me learn some new art skills, and I now have a much better 
understanding as to why the speed limit reduction is so important. 
Look out for the new signs in the new year.” 

By Sophie Hopkins, 8A 

A Morning with David Almond 
 

As part of this year’s Durham Book Festival for Schools, twenty pupils from St Leonard’s attended ‘The Big 

Read:  a morning with David Almond’ on Wednesday 11th October.  Below is an account from one of the 

pupils on the trip. 
“The trip was amazing!  As soon as I set foot out of the school gates I was filled with utter excitement. I 

mean David Almond is famous and we were going to meet him!  We walked up to Durham 
Johnston, which looked like it was going to be exhausting but wasn’t actually that bad.  We 

walked through the door into the auditorium and took our seats quietly.  David Almond then 
came onto the stage and talked about his life and how he became a writer.  He also talked 
about what inspired him to write and discussed some of the short stories which are in his new 
book ‘Half a Creature from the Sea’, which is this year’s Durham Big Read.  There was even a 

chance to ask him some questions, which other pupils from St Leonard’s did, such as “What his 

favourite story when he was younger?” (‘King Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table’ by Roger 
Lancelyn Green).   

The time then came for us to get our books signed by David Almond.  Miss 
Waldock very kindly managed to get us all a free copy of “Half a Creature 

from the Sea”.  We waited in an extremely long queue but finally got to the 

front and managed to get our books signed.”  
 

By Scarlett Cook, 7N 
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Some of the pupils queuing up to get their books signed. 



District Cross Country 
 

I think it is safe to say that the conditions for this year’s District Cross Country are 

the worst we have ever seen.  Not even a 90 degree, three hour wash has managed to 
get our running vests clean!  Every pupil who ran showed true courage and reliance, and should 
be extremely proud of themselves. 
The course was nothing short of grim, and would have even tested Sir Mo Farah! 
Many congratulations to the following pupils who now go on to represent Durham at the 
Durham Schools Cross Country; fingers crossed that they go on and qualify for the County 
team: 
E Rodgers, S Newby, F Archer, M Turner, J Reed, H Ashton,         
H Carter, T Anderson, M Charlton, M Foggon, E Bell, L Grehan-
Bradley, M Lynn, W Morgan-Rippon, M Wade, L Pickering,              
J Stephenson, J Dufton, M Hung, M Lumb, S Peat, J Rowntree,                 
J Newby, B Lannaghan and O Bulman. 
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Year 8s report on the annual event 

St Leonard’s Cross Country  

10.25 struck and the vast orchestra of children’s 

voices drowned out any lesser sound echoing 
through the Sports Hall: it was the day of the 
annual, whole school, cross country, and the PE 
kit awaited its mucky fate!  At St Leonard’s, it is 

a huge day for the PE department and for the 
BTEC sixth form students.   
 
Each year brings just as much challenge, 
accomplishment and catastrophe as the last, but 
what would happen this year?  The morning 
being a bright, crisp October morning, it was an 
idyllic run, helping lift the spirits of those less 
enthusiastic to take part.  The majority of the 
pupils, nonetheless, were excited to enjoy the 
course, build teamwork and break personal 
records.  Kate Sheraton, 8L, running in the girls’ 

elite stated that, “I was terrified before the gun 

went off, but once I got going I was fine.”  
 
Personally I found it very thrilling and enjoyable, 
even though I don’t usually like competing. 
 

By Laila Barnwell, 8L 

Cross Country is something St Leonard’s do every year. 

It is either a day of excitement or is dreaded by pupils 
and teachers who join in the fun. 
Some people achieve victory, whilst others, let’s just say, 

think cross country is not for them, as they slide down 
the muddy hill towards the end of the course.  Cross 
Country normally happens in October as a fitness activity 
and to bring the whole school together before the 
October break, and it is done on the field across from 
the school. 
People were quite excited, but also nervous at the 
beginning.  Caitlin Mulligan, 8E, said, “That the hill was so 

muddy, I kept slipping and had to walk up it.”  I tried to run 

up the hill, but ended up having to just jog. 
Running through the wood, some people tripped over 
but everyone was okay. 
Another school year begins with staff and pupils out of 
breath and ready to learn until next year.  Well done to 
everyone who took part, whether they ran in the elite 
group or in the fun run. 

By Amy Rushforth, 8E 

Even the teachers got involved! 
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On the water 
The annual long distance sculling series saw the club come away with a number of 
wins. The Year 11 girls’ squad have been battling hard in their challenging age 

category and there have been impressive performances across the other squads, 
notably the Year 9 girls. Wins below:  
South Hylton LDS 
WJ16 4x – Jude Parkinson, Emily Reilly-O’Donnell, Abbie Rogers, Anna Bancroft  
Wansbeck SBH  

WJ16 2x – Emily Reilly-O’Donnell, Anna Bancroft  
Durham LDS  
WJ14 1x – Ella Shaw  
Tees LDS  
WJ18 4x+ – Lauren Beanland, Lydia Hare, Ella Craddock, Ruby McClelland, Joseph Parkinson (cox) 
WJ16 4x –  Jude Parkinson, Emily Reilly-O’Donnell, Abbie Rogers, Anna Bancroft 
MJ18 2x – Josh Dodds, Jonny Kent  
 
In the water  
Saturday 18th November saw the rowers take to the Freeman’s Quay pool for the annual Rotary Club 

swimathon.  This was the 10th anniversary of the event and saw over 30 rowers take part in the swim which 
raises money for the Lord Mayor’s charities.  The event is important as it also acts as a swimming test and 

confirms the ability of all rowers, particularly newer members, to swim confidently in the event of a capsize!  
 
Off the water  
Rowers from St Leonard’s also competed in both the city and county-wide indoor rowing competitions in 
October and November (held at Durham ARC and 
Maiden Castle respectively). Notable performances from 
the competitions include: 

Year 11 girls – jumped from second and third to first 
and second between the two competitions  

Year 10 – Oliver Wilmore and Eve Wilkinson were 
second in both races  

Year 9 – Ella Shaw continued her dominance of her 
age category (first in both)  

Year 8 – Sophie Crichton took third both times and 
Joseph Parkinson was first and second   

Year 7 boys – Joseph Debono and Matthew Hinds 
went from fourth and third to second and third  

Year 7 girls – Eve Brooker and Emily Shaw were joint second and were then fourth and 2nd  
It was pleasing to see the enthusiasm from all those taking part, but particularly the Year 7s who had only had 
one proper indoor rowing session before competing.   
 
We are now into our ‘winter break’ with no racing again until February. This is nonetheless an important time 

to build up strength and fitness prior to the final head races and the summer regatta season. The club is 
currently running at near-full capacity with an impressive number of Year 7s taking part in Thursday morning 
training sessions along with older rowers training up to six times each week.  
                      Mr Smith  



Congratulations to the following pupils 
who have recently passed their music         
examinations. 
 
Have you taken a music examination         
recently?  Please let Mr Grehan-Bradley 
know, and your name can be in the next 
newsletter. 

Nina Kemp Clarinet Grade 3 

Keona Lewis Clarinet Grade 3 

Thomas Normanton Drums Grade 6 

Thomas Normanton Guitar Grade 4 

Matthew Hunt Guitar Grade 5 

Brooklyn Marshall Piano Grade 1 

Ben Flynn Piano Grade 2 

Jo Allison Theory Grade 5 

Michael Hampshire Theory Grade  5 

Robert Hunt Theory Grade 5 
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Consultation on  Admission Arrangements for  
St Leonard's Catholic School 2019/20  

 
Where changes to admission arrangements are intended, all schools are required to 
consult before these are determined and published.  
 
The policy for consultation for 2019-20 is available at  http://www.st-
leonards.durham.sch.uk/2017/12/consultation-on-admission-arrangements/ 
 
The consultation will run from Monday 4th December 2017 – Monday 22nd January 
2018.  
 
A consultation response form is available by request from the school.  
 
The governing body will consider all comments received before they determine the 
arrangements for 2019-20. 

Notices 

http://www.st-leonards.durham.sch.uk/2017/12/consultation-on-admission-arrangements/
http://www.st-leonards.durham.sch.uk/2017/12/consultation-on-admission-arrangements/


Medical Information Notice 

Please inform the school if your 
child has a medical condition. 
Apart from asthma inhalers and 
EpiPens®, medication that your child 
needs to take more than three 
times a day should be handed into 
the office, in the correct box, with 
instructions.  A form needs to be 
completed and contact made with the 
school’s First Aiders regarding these 

arrangements. 
All medication needs to be 
collected at the end of every half 
term. 
 
Please note that there is NO 
School Nurse on site, only First 
Aiders. 

School First Aiders 

Contact Information 

Do you receive the weekly email to parents?   

If the answer is no, then we probably do not have your most up to date email address on our system. 

Please contact the school on admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk using the email address which is assigned 
as the first priority contact person, because this is where the message will be sent to.  Address the 
subject ‘for the attention of Mrs Simpson’ and please include your child’s name and Tutor Group in the 

body of the email.  

If you have any changes to your personal details such as telephone and mobile numbers or change of 
address please remember to let the school know as soon as possible. 

Thank you.              

    From the school office 
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Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Christmas 2017 Friday 22.12.17 Monday 8.1.18 

Spring Half Term 2018 Friday 9.2.18 Monday 19.2.18 

Easter 2018 Thursday 29.3.18 Monday 16.4.18 

May Day Bank Holiday  Friday 4.5.18 Tuesday 8.5.18 

Summer Half Term 2018 Friday 25.5.18 Monday 4.6.18 

Summer 2018 Friday 20.7.18 Wednesday 5.9.18 

Autumn Half Term 2018 Friday 19.10.18 Monday 29.10.18 

Christmas 2018 Thursday 20.12.18 Tuesday 8.1.19 

Spring Half Term 2019 Friday 15.2.19 Monday 25.2.19 

Easter 2019 

(different from County) 
Friday 12.4.19 Monday 29.4.19 

May Day Bank Holiday Friday 3.5.19 Tuesday 7.5.19 

Summer Half Term 2019 Friday 24.5.19 Monday 3.6.19 

Summer 2019 Friday 19.7.19 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2016 — 2017 

mailto:admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk


The Durham Martyrs Parish - Mass held in St Leonard’s School 
Christmas Eve - Carols at 7.00pm followed by Mass at 7.30pm 
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.00am 
 
Durham - St Cuthbert’s 
Christmas Eve - Carols at 10.00pm followed by Mass at 10.30pm  
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.00am  
 
West Durham Family of Parishes 
Christmas Eve -  Mass at St Michael’s, Esh Laude at 5.00pm (carols from 4.30pm) 
           Mass at St Joseph’s Ushaw Moor at 7.30pm (carols from 7.00pm) 
Christmas Day - Mass at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Newhouse, Esh Winning at 10.00am  
 
Coxhoe - Ss Joseph, Patrick and Cuthbert 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 6.00pm (carols from 5.40pm) 
 
Trimdon - St William’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 8.00pm 
 
Sedgefield - St John Fisher 
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.45am 
 
Langely Moor– St Patrick’s 
Christmas Day- Mass at 10.00am 
 
Chester-le-Street - St Cuthbert’s 
Christmas Eve - Nativity play at 7.00pm followed by Mass at 7.30pm  
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.30am 
 
Sacriston - St Bede’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 5.00pm      
Christmas Day - Mass at 9.00am 
 
Birtley - St Joseph’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at Midnight 
Christmas Day - Masses at 8.30am & 10.00am 
 
Crook - Our Lady Immaculate & St Cuthbert 
Christmas Eve - Carols at 5.30pm followed by Mass at 6.00pm 
 
Tow Law - St Joseph 
Christmas Day - Mass at 9.00am 
 
Wolsingham - St Thomas of Canterbury 
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.30am 
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St Leonard’s Catholic School, North End, Durham  DH1 4NG   Head Teacher: Mr S B Campbell 

Telephone: 0191 3848575  Email: admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk 
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