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This booklet contains details of the subjects we currently intend to offer 

for study beginning in September 2018. Any course is subject to the 

conditions of economic viability. The Governors reserve the right to 

withdraw any course should it be deemed uneconomical.       
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The following courses are only offered in Route A 
(some of these course may be available under Route B+) 
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ART (FINE ART)  

 
The course encourages students to develop their personal interests and passion for 

Art and Design whilst recognising the subject’s value to the creative industries. The 

course provides opportunities to develop personal responses to ideas, observations, 

experiences, environments and cultures in practical, critical and contextual forms; 

this allows students to develop their strengths and interests further, within the 

specification. Students will have the opportunity to explore their ideas through the 

mediums of painting, drawing, mixed media, collage, assemblage, sculpture, 

printmaking, photography and digital media. Many students develop a lifelong interest 

in the subject and continue further studies via a Foundation course or direct 

University entrance. Students will begin their studies in year12 following the two 

year A level Art and Design (Fine Art) course. 

 

Examining Board                  Specification 

OCR                             A Level GCE Art & Design (Fine Art) H601/01 & H601/02 

 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE.  
Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to this 
course.  
 
A LEVEL COURSE 
At A Level, candidates are required to build upon the knowledge, understanding and 
skills gained in GCSE with greater depth of study. 
Component One – Personal Investigation: Students develop work in response 
to an idea, issue, concept or theme of their own choosing. They must produce 
practical documentation, artwork and a separate written critical analysis of their 
investigation (1000 - 3000 words.) Approximately 18 weeks on this unit.  
Component One is 60% of the overall A Level grade  

Component Two – Externally Set Assignment: OCR provide eight exciting 
starting points; candidates choose one. A preparation period precedes an unaided 
15 hour supervised exam period. Students must produce evidence of preparatory 
studies reflecting individual study around the starting point. Progressive 
development of own personal ideas must culminate in a finished 
piece/s.  Component Two - 40% of the overall A Level grade.  

 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT  
Fine Art is an exciting course, where students thrive in our colourful, lively and 

inspirational environment. The department always displays high quality work and 

there is always a buzz in the air. There are plenty of opportunities to exhibit through 

workshops and community projects with other schools, in addition to participating 

in extra-curricular activities such as the annual international study visit (Amsterdam 

2015/2017, Prague 2016 and Paris 2018) and the annual Art Exhibition. Students 
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need a disciplined approach to the subject and will develop their own creative ideas 

independently, through documenting their work as it progresses in sketchbooks. You 

need to be self-motivated and open to experiment with new ideas and techniques, 

constantly developing your previous skills and knowledge.  

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS  
Art and Design complements a variety of other subjects, thriving on practical skills 

and promoting creativity. The changing world of technology allows students to 

experiment with new media and materials, whilst developing highly transferable skills. 

Students will study Art History in the context of the visual arts and its influence on 

modern culture. Strong literary skills are an advantage, as critical analysis of both 

student’s own work and that of other artists is an important aspect of the course.  

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES  
Previous students have successfully gained entrance to courses in Interior Design, 

Fashion and Textiles, Graphic Design, Architecture, Creative and Digital Media, 

Games Design, Fine Art, Foundation Art and Design and Art History. The Creative 

Industries are one of the largest and most successful employers in the UK and have 

a world renowned reputation. They are worth £70 billion annually, generating £8 

million per hour to the UK economy, whilst employing 2 million people, 6% of the 

UK workforce. Industry sectors include advertising, architecture, film and television, 

graphic and product design, Interior Design, fashion and game design 
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BIOLOGY  

Biology is a challenging subject and this A Level course reflects the recent advance 

and growing importance of the biological sciences in the fields of biotechnology and 

genetic engineering. The chief goal is to develop an interest in and enthusiasm for 

the subject and an appreciation of how Biology contributes to the success of the 

economy and society.  

 

Examining board Specification  

OCR  

A LEVEL Biology H040  

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE  

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to this 

course. 

 

THE A LEVEL COURSE  

Module 1: Development of practical skills. This involves skills of planning, 

implementing, analysis and evaluation. 

Module 2: Foundations in Biology. This involves learning about cell structure, 

Biological molecules, enzymes, DNA, Membranes, cell division and diversity 

Module 3: Exchange & Transport. This involves learning about exchange surfaces 

such as the lungs and gills, animal and plant transport systems 

Module 4: Biodiversity, evolution and disease. This involves learning about the 

immune system, communicable diseases, classification, natural selection and 

biodiversity. 

Module 5: Communication, homeostasis and energy. This involves learning about 

excretion, the nervous system, hormones, photosynthesis and respiration 

Module 6: Genetics, evolution and ecosystems. This involves learning about genetics 

and patterns of inheritance, manipulating genomes, cloning and biotechnology and 

population and sustainability. 

 

Examinations: 

Three papers, plus you will be given a practical endorsement if you have met the 

basic practical skills required to be a Biologist: 

Paper 1:  Biological processes (examining content from Module 1, Module 2, 

Module 3 and Module 5) 

Paper 2:  Biological diversity (examining content from Module 1, Module 2, 

Module 4, and Module 6) 

Paper 3:  Unified Biology (examining content from any area of the course) 

                   Practical Endorsement – Pass/Fail, reported separately. 
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STUDENT VIEWPOINT  

Students find Biology a demanding but enjoyable and rewarding subject. They are 

encouraged to show their enthusiasm by considering and discussing topical biological 

issues, reading the Biological Science magazine and spending time outside the 

classroom on research into the subject. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS  

Chemistry is the most complementary subject as it helps students with the 

biochemical aspects of the course and is also an essential requirement for many 

biologically based courses at Universities and Medical Schools. However, other 

subjects, such as Art and Geography, can be combined with Biology.  

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES  

It is pleasing to note that most A Level Biology students continue with a career in 

this subject e.g. Biomedical Science, Biological Science, Botany, Medicine, Natural 

Sciences, Zoology. Career opportunities for biologists are on the increase. They 

include: Biotechnology, Bioengineering, Biochemistry, Conservation, Medicine, 

Pathology, Physiotherapy, Natural Sciences, Environmental Science, Genetic 

Engineering, Food and Drug Industries, Forensic Science, Pharmacy, Pharmacology. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES  

The Business Studies course encourages students to develop a critical understanding 

of organisations, the circumstances they operate in and the markets which they serve 

and how they actually add value. The course takes a problem solving approach 

through the study of a variety of case studies where students act as consultants 

providing advice to the business.  

 

Examining Board                                           Specification 

AQA                                                                       A Level Business 7132 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to this 
course.  
 

A LEVEL COURSE Year 1 

The A Level course covers six topic areas listed below:  What is a business?  

Managers, leadership and decision making.  Decision making to improve marketing 

performance Decision making to improve operational performance  Decision 

making to improve financial performance  Decision making to improve Human 

Resource performance   
. 

 

A LEVEL COURSE Year 2 

The A level course will cover the Year 1 content but will also introduce the following 

topic areas:  Analysing the strategic position of a business  Choosing strategic 

direction  Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies)  Managing strategic 

change. 

 

The content of Year 1 and Year 2 will be examined in the assessments shown in the 

table below: 
 

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 
What's assessed: All content What's assessed: All content What's assessed: All content  

Assessed 

• written exam: 2 hours 

• 100 marks in total 

• 33.3% of A-level 

Assessed 

• written exam: 2 hours 

• 100 marks in total 

• 33.3% of A-level 

Assessed 

• written exam: 2 hours 

• 100 marks in total 

• 33.3% of A-level 

Three compulsory sections: 

• Section A has 15 multiple choice 

questions (MCQs) worth 15 marks. 

• Section B has short 

answer questions worth 

35 marks. 

• Sections C and D have 

two essay questions 

Three data response 

compulsory questions worth 

approximately 33 marks each 

and made up of three or four 

part questions 

One compulsory case study 

followed by approximately 

six questions. 
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The topics lend themselves to studying and engaging with the business world. The 

specification and assessment should encourage you to follow business developments and 

think critically about contemporary business issues. Most of the assessment material is 

based on real business situations.  By examining and thinking critically about real business 

situations as you study the subject, you will gain an insight into different contexts which 

will help you to understand the key issues in any situation and compare and contrast this 

with other situations and apply your understanding. 

 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

Students generally find the subject interesting as we are all affected by the actions of 

businesses in some shape or form and there are many opportunities to witness businesses 

in action and appreciate the theory behind their actions. There are areas of the course 

that are challenging and students will need to be prepared to work to develop their 

understanding. Students do tend to enjoy aspects such as marketing and the study of 

human resources.  

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS  

Business Studies fits well with almost all other A level subjects and there are some areas 

of cross-over where topics are covered in other A level subjects e.g. motivation in P.E. 

and Psychology and Business location in Geography.  

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Students who study Business at A level and beyond will have a huge range of occupations 

from which to choose. In the past we have had students go on to take courses in Business 

Management, Marketing, Human Resources, Languages, Event Management and Public 

Relations to name just a few. There are a wide range of degree courses that include some 

element of Business Studies. Taking an A level in Business Studies does not force a student 

down a specific career pathway but allows choice from a broad range of courses. For 

further advice about your suitability for this course please speak to the department.   
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CHEMISTRY  

 

Where would we be without Chemistry? Chemists have learned how to take 

naturally occurring materials and transform them into materials that improve all of 

our lives. Chemists around the world are developing about half a million new 

materials each year. Chemistry is diverse – covering areas from to cosmetics and 

perfumes to explosives. Chemistry is awesome! 

Examining Board     Specification 

OCR      A Level H432 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to this 

course. 

 

A LEVEL COURSE 

Module 1: Development of Practical Skills: Practical science allows researchers to 

test theories, explore the world and make new discoveries. It is important that 

scientists can design a valid experiment, collect data accurately then interpret the 

results while modifying techniques as necessary. Teaching of practical skills is 

integrated with the theoretical topics and they’re assessed both through the written 

exam papers and the Practical Endorsement. 

Module 2: Foundations in Chemistry: A knowledge of atoms and reactions is 

essential for studying chemistry. This topic looks at what atoms and particles are 

made of and how they interact with each other in chemical reactions. It includes the 

use of mathematical skills to determine the number of moles in weighed substances, 

solutions and gases and how this applies to chemical reactions. The arrangement of 

electrons is studied in more detail which allows different types of structures and 

their physical properties to be explained. 

Module 3: Periodic Table and Energy: This topic looks at the organisation of the 

periodic table and how it is used to predict the physical properties of elements along 

with how they behave chemically. It includes how the Group 2 elements and the 

Group 17 elements undergo reactions and how this changes on moving down the 

group. This topic also covers energy changes that occur during reactions, how to 

monitor the rate of reaction and how conditions can be controlled to make 

processes as economically viable, chemically feasible and sustainable as possible. 

Module 4: Core Organic Chemistry: Organic chemistry is the study of how carbon 

atoms bond to make compounds. This topic introduces different types of organic 

compounds and the reactions that they can participate in. It considers the structure 

of these compounds and how their functional groups affect their chemical reactions. 

Analytical chemistry is also covered which allows you to use information from 
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different techniques to infer the structure of an unknown chemical such as those 

found in toxicology in medicine or  crime investigations. 

Module 5: Physical Chemistry and Transition Elements: 

Physical chemistry considers how a reaction occurs and what factors affect it. It 

includes rates of reactions and the ways in which reactions are affected by 

temperature as well as reversible reactions and the role of the equilibrium constant 

in controlling the position of equilibrium. Acid and base reactions are covered in 

detail along with a range of redox reactions including processes that occur within 

fuel cells to release energy. This topic also covers the transfer of energy in reactions 

and why some reactions occur spontaneously and some others do not. Transition 

metals and their reactions are also studied in detail as these chemicals have a variety 

of uses including dyes and catalysts. 

Module 6: Organic Chemistry and Analysis: This topic builds upon module 4 and 

introduces some new groups of organic compounds such as aromatic compounds 

and polymers and how they react. It looks at how research chemists will design 

multi-stage reactions, using different reagents and conditions, to change one 

functional group into another for example in the pharmaceutical industry. A range 

of analysis techniques are studied in order to determine the structure of complex 

organic molecules. 

 

A level Paper 1 – Periodic Table, Elements and Physical Chemistry (100 marks) – 

2 hrs 15 min, 37% of total A level mark. A level Paper 2 – Synthesis and Analytical 

Techniques (100 marks) – 2 hrs 15 min, 37% of total A level mark 

A level Paper 3 – Unified Chemistry (70 marks) – 1 hr 30 min, 26% of total A level 

mark. Practical Endorsement - Pass/Fail, reported separately 

 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

“A Level Chemistry is difficult and a huge step up from GCSE, but it is definitely 

worth doing”, “A fun and friendly classroom environment”. “The practicals are 

exciting and the relationship between sixth formers and teachers is really good”  

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

Many subjects are complementary to chemistry. There is a slight overlap with the 

other sciences – Biology and Physics and this combination is useful if a student 

wishes to study medicine or something similar at university. The skills developed at 

A level Mathematics also make the mathematical element at A level Chemistry 

easier. However it can be paired with subjects such as English and History for 

example if a student was interested in something such as Chemical Law. 

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

A level Chemistry is generally regarded as essential for many higher education 

courses -chemistry, medicine, dentistry, chemical engineering, pharmacy, 

biochemistry, physiotherapy, forensic science, veterinary science and is useful for 

those aiming to follow courses in one of the other sciences or related subjects. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 

Computer Science is a practical subject where students are able to apply the 

academic principles learned in the classroom to real-world systems. It is a creative 

subject that combines invention and excitement, and can look at the natural world 

through a digital prism.  Throughout the course students will gain an understanding 

of the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, as well as the ability 

to analyse problems and write programs to solve such problems. 

 

Examining Board    Specification 

OCR       H446 A Level Specification 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVELCOURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 

Year 1 

 

Year 1 of the Computer Science course consists of two components one on 

Computing principles and the other on algorithms and problem solving.  The 

component on Computing principles introduces the internal workings of the Central 

Processing Unit, the exchange of data and it will also look at legal, moral, ethical and 

cultural issues associated with digital technology.  The algorithms and problem 

solving component will build upon the knowledge and understanding gained in the 

Computing principles component and it will allow you to understand what is meant 

by computational thinking and be able to use algorithms to describe problems  

 

Year 2  

 

Year 2 of the Computer Science course consists of two written examinations, both 

of which are 2 hours and 30 minutes long and have 140 marks available in each, as 

well as a programming project which involves learners selecting a computing 

problem and completing a series of tasks in relation to this. 

 

Component One – Computer Systems – 40% of total A-Level 

 

This component introduces the internal workings of the Central Processing Unit, 

the exchange of data and it will also look at legal, moral, ethical and cultural issues 

associated with digital technology.  The work that is carried out for this component 

will be used when devising your own programming project for component three 
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Component Two – Algorithms and Programming – 40% of total A-Level 

 

This component will build upon the knowledge and understanding gained in 

Component One and it will allow you to understand what is meant by computational 

thinking and be able to use algorithms to describe problems, as well as analyse a 

problem by identifying its component parts 

 

Component Three – Non-exam assessment programming project – 20% 

of total A-Level 

 

In this component you will be expected to analyse, design, develop, test, evaluate 

and document a program written in a suitable programming language.  You will be 

applying the principles of computational thinking to a practical coding problem. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS  

Computer Science combines with a range A-Level subjects. The qualification will 

provide learners with a range of transferrable skills and has cross curricular links 

with Maths, Science and Design Technology. 

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

The Computer Science qualification is suitable for anyone that is intending to 

pursue any career in which an understanding of technology is needed. 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY - PRODUCT DESIGN 

Design and Technology is a practical subject where pupils develop capability through 

combining their designing and making skills with knowledge and understanding, 

helping them to design and make a range of practical products. 

The pupils will develop their capability through: designing and making assignments in 

which they will put their capability to work to develop products that will meet real 

identified needs  focused practical tasks in which they will develop and practise 

particular skills and knowledge   critical assessment of products in everyday use in 

which they will explore and evaluate existing products and then use this knowledge 

and understanding to influence their approach to designing and making quality 

products  analysis of the finished products and working methods of several 

contemporary designers  the use of CAD/CAM and an awareness of modern 

industrial manufacturing processes 
 

Examining board      Specification 

AQA                A LEVEL 7552 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course. This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their 
exams and submit all their non-exam assessment at the end of the course. 
SUBJECT CONTENT 

 1. Core technical principles 

 2. Core designing and making principles 

 3. Additional specialist knowledge 

Design and Technology is a practical subject where pupils develop capability through 

combining their designing and making skills with knowledge and understanding, 

helping them to design and make a range of practical products. 

The pupils will develop their capability through: designing and making assignments in 

which they will put their capability to work to develop products that will meet real 

identified needs  focused practical tasks in which they will develop and practise 

particular skills and knowledge   critical assessment of products in everyday use in 

which they will explore and evaluate existing products and then use this knowledge 

and understanding to influence their approach to designing and making quality 

products  analysis of the finished products and working methods of several 

contemporary designers  the use of CAD/CAM and an awareness of modern 

industrial manufacturing processes 
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Paper 1 

What's assessed: Core technical principles and core designing and making principles. 

How it's assessed?  

Written exam: 2 hours: 100 marks, 25% of A-level. Questions: Mixture of short 

answer, multiple choice and extended response. 

Paper 2 :What's assessed? 

Specialist knowledge, technical and designing and making principles.  

How it's assessed? Written exam: 2 hours.25% of A-level. 

Questions : Mixture of short answer and extended response questions. 

Section A: Product Analysis, up to 6 short answer questions based on visual stimulus 

of product(s). 

Section B: Commercial manufacture. Mixture of short and extended response 

questions 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) 

What's assessed? Practical application of technical principles, designing and making 

principles and specialist knowledge. 

How it's assessed? Substantial design and make task,45 hours,100 marks,50% of A-

level. Evidence: Written or digital design portfolio and photographic evidence of final 

prototype. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

Industry is always anxious to recruit people who can demonstrate their capability to: 

make decisions and think for themselves; understand the modern design and 

manufacturing process; produce high quality practical products.  This A Level course 

is accepted as a University entrance for:  Industrial Design – includes the design of 

many types of manufactured products – cars, medical equipment, household goods 

and agricultural machinery. Civil Engineering – covers the construction of large 

normally one-off projects – bridges, tunnels, harbours etc. Production Engineering – 

designing and managing the appropriate methods of production and manufacture of 

a range of products. Three Dimensional Design – divided into spatial and product 

design, covering interiors, displays, domestic goods, jewellery and furniture. Graphic 

Design – including photography, illustration, model making and audio-visual 

techniques. 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY: FASHION & TEXTILES 

This syllabus has been designed to encourage pupils to take a broad view of the 

subject and to develop their capacity to design and make products and to appreciate 

the complex relations between design, materials, manufacture and marketing.  

Product design is intended to reflect the wide-ranging activities of professional 

designers and covers a mixture of materials.  In any Design and Technology course 

it is important that pupils can communicate their thinking clearly and represent their 

ideas graphically, so Graphics will form an integral part of our course.  The course 

is intended for those who are interested in resolving practical problems; and using 

the skills of designing and communicating which are associated with developing ideas 

into a tangible form; it concentrates upon forming a bridge between theory and 

practice. This course provides the opportunity for students to specialise in Fashion 

and Textiles.   

Examining Board      Specification 

AQA        A Level 7562   

     

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course. This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their 
exams and submit all their non-exam assessment at the end of the course. 
 
SUBJECT CONTENT 

 1. Core technical principles 

 2. Core designing and making principles 

 3. Additional specialist knowledge 

 

Paper 1: What's assessed?  Core technical principles. How it's assessed?  Written 

exam: 2 hours 30 mins120 marks 30% of A-level 

Questions: Mixture of short answer and extended response. 

Paper 2: What's assessed? Core designing and making principles. How it's assessed: 

Written exam1 hour 30 mins, 20% of A level 

Questions: Mixture of short answer and extended response questions, with 

emphasis on product analysis and commercial manufacture.  
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Non-exam assessment (NEA) 

What's assessed? Practical application of core technical principles, core designing and 

making principles and additional specialist knowledge 

  How it's assessed? Substantial design and make task. 50% of A Level 

  Evidence: Written or digital design portfolio and photographic evidence. 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

As well as having its own distinctive skills, knowledge and understanding, Design and 

Technology also requires pupils to apply skills, knowledge and understanding from a 

range of other subjects, especially Art, Mathematics and Science.  The students’ 

imagination, creativity and inventiveness are stimulated as they develop products to 

meet precise specifications.  Some solutions succeed better than others, some 

function well but look dreadful and others can look splendid but function poorly. 

There is always room for improvement and it is this fine balance between form and 

function that gives this subject a very special quality of appeal. 

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Further and Higher Education courses in Textile Science, Fashion and Design, 

Consumer Science, Dressmaking, Tailoring, Soft Furnishings, Teacher Training; 

Careers in the field of textile manufacturing, textile design, garment design, the 

garment construction industry, merchandising and buying. 

This syllabus has been designed to encourage pupils to take a broad view of the 

subject and to develop their capacity to design and make products and to appreciate 

the complex relations between design, materials, manufacture and marketing.  

Product design is intended to reflect the wide-ranging activities of professional 

designers and covers a mixture of materials.  In any Design and Technology course 

it is important that pupils can communicate their thinking clearly and represent their 

ideas graphically, so Graphics will form an integral part of our course.  The course 

is intended for those who are interested in resolving practical problems; and using 

the skills of designing and communicating which are associated with developing ideas 

into a tangible form; it concentrates upon forming a bridge between theory and 

practice. This course provides the opportunity for students to specialise in Fashion 

and Textiles.   
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ENGLISH LITERATURE  

The English Department offers the AQA Specification course in English Literature.  

Studying for this specification encourages students to develop interest in and 

enjoyment of English Literature through reading widely, critically and independently 

across centuries, genre and gender, and through experience of an extensive range of 

views about texts and how to read them. 

Examining Board     Specification 

AQA                                                A Level English Literature A                                                           
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 

A LEVEL COURSE 

 

Paper 1:  Love through the Ages 

Study of three texts:  one poetry and one prose text, of which one must be written 

pre-1900, and one Shakespeare play exam will include two unseen poems. 

Assessed:Written exam:  3 hours Open book in Section C only 75 marks 40% 

of A Level 

 

 

Questions Section A: Shakespeare: ‘The Winter’s Tale’. One passage-based 

question with linked essay (25 marks).Section B: Unseen poetry: Compulsory essay 

question on two unseen poems (25 marks). Section C: Comparing texts:  One essay 

question linking two texts (25 marks) 

 

Paper 2:  Texts in Shared Contexts 

Option 2A: WW1 and its aftermath. 

Assessed: Written exam:  2 hours 30 minutes Open book 75 marks40% of   

A Level 

Questions Section A: Set texts: ‘Birdsong’, ‘My Boy Jack’, WW1 Poetry One 

essay question on set text (25 marks)Section B:  Contextual linking One 

compulsory question on an unseen extract (25 marks)One essay question linking 

two texts (25 marks) 

 

Coursework: Non-exam assessment:  Independent Critical Study:  Texts 

across Time.  Comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of which must 

have been written pre-1900.  One extended essay (2500 words) and bibliography. 
 

Assessed: 50 marks 20% of A Level Assessed by teachersModerated by 

AQA 
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STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

To embark on this English Literature course at either AS level or at A2 level 

candidates should enjoy reading a range of texts and debating various interpretations.  

The new course lays appropriate foundation for further study of English Literature 

and related subjects in Higher Education and is invaluable in terms of general 

education and life-long learning. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

English Literature complements many subjects, the most obvious being Media 

Studies, Philosophy and Ethics, and History, although it is often a choice of those 

who go on to study Medicine. 

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Students of English Literature have a wide range of occupations open to them.  It is 

a highly respected academic qualification that involves skills necessary for 

broadcasting, publishing, teaching and law to name but a few. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 

The following information is based upon the current A Level course. At the time of 

publication updated information was not available. This document will be uploaded 

and available online as and when the new specification has been released. 

 

A level Geography explores the concepts and processes that explain geographical 

phenomena and landscapes. It maintains the balance between physical and human 

Geography whilst ensuring relevance to the modern world and young people’s lives. 

 

Examining Board     Specification 

AQA       A Level Geography 7037   

                                                                                

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 

THE A LEVEL COURSE 

The course comprises of three units.   

 

UNIT 1: Physical Geography and people and the environment.2 hour 30 minute exam 

(120 marks) 40% of the A Level 

 

 Water and carbon cycles 

 Glacial systems and landscapes 

 Hazards 

UNIT 2: Human geography.2 hour 30 minute exam (120 marks) 40% of the A Level 

 Global systems and global governance 

 Changing places 

 Either Contemporary urban environments or Population and the 

environment  

UNIT 3: Geography fieldwork investigation 

Students complete an individual investigation which must include data collected in 

the field. The individual investigation must be based on a question or issue defined 

and developed by the student relating to any part of the specification content. 

 3,000–4,000 words (60 marks) 20% of A-level 
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STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

Many students take A level Geography due to the range of skills they acquire and 

these are transferable to their other A level subjects. Some of these skills are gained 

through fieldwork which is considered to be a valuable learning tool and is integrated 

into aspects of the A level course.  This helps to broaden students’ understanding 

and experience of the environment around us. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

Geography is a science as well as an arts subject and therefore gives a balanced 

option at this stage.  It can combine with any subject in the Arts and Humanities but 

also the study of Science and Mathematics. 

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Students who have studied A level Geography have gone on to university to study 

Town and Country planning, Geology, Management, Accountancy, Veterinary 

Science and Medicine. However a qualification in Geography provides a well skilled 

background for any career. 
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

From this course students can expect a widened and deepened understanding of the 

world around us and the issues beneath many of the most disturbing dilemmas and 

problems faced today, including terrorism and globalisation.  Specifically the course 

looks in depth at both the actual, practical working of the system of government 

here in Britain, and the main political ideas, ideologies and philosophies that exist in 

the world today.  Candidates are encouraged to engage with contemporary politics 

and current political debates. 

Examining Board      Specification                                                          

EDEXCEL                                                  A Level 9PLO         

       

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 

Topic 1: UK Politics  

Candidates gain an understanding of the ideas, structures and behaviour of 

political parties and pressure groups in the UK, as well as electoral systems, 

parliamentary elections, voting patterns and party ideology.  Candidates will 

explore the composition, role and power of the legislative and executive branches 

of government in the UK as well as the judiciary, constitution, rights of the 

individual and the European Union.   

 

Topic 2: Political ideas  

Candidates gain an understanding of the core political ideas of socialism, 

conservatism, liberalism and nationalism by studying the key political thinkers of each 

ideology and applying their ideas to current political events and institutions. 

 

Unit 3: Comparative politics  

Candidates gain an understanding of the ideas, structure and behaviour of political 

parties and pressure groups in the US, as well as electoral systems, presidential and 

congressional elections and voting pattern. Candidates will also explore the 

composition, role and power of the legislative and executive branches of the US 

government as well as the Supreme Court and Constitution. Candidates then have 

to compare this to UK Government and Politics to identify similarities and 

differences. 

 

Throughout the course candidates are expected and encouraged to pay close 

attention to world political events through the radio, television and other relevant 

media.   
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STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

Students should enjoy reading and following current affairs in the media.  They should 

also have an interest in engaging in philosophical arguments. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

Government and Politics can be successfully combined with almost all other Arts, 

Science and Modern Language A Levels.  It is particularly valuable for those aiming 

for History, Geography, Modern Language, Law, Media and of course Politics degree 

courses.   

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Politics qualifications are regarded as particularly useful in career areas such as: 

Journalism, Health Authorities, Banking, Retail Management, Marketing, Inland 

Revenue, Accountancy, Public Relations, Social Work, Advertising Media, Insurance, 

and Teaching. 
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HISTORY  

 

The overall aims of A Level History are to develop knowledge and understanding of 

selected periods of history. To explore important and interesting events, individuals, 

issues and societies. To understand the nature of historical evidence and how history 

has been interpreted – do you believe everything you read? To develop your interest, 

enthusiasm and enjoyment of history! 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 
 

AQA: Units 1C and 2Q 
 

Unit 1: The Tudors 1485-1603  

The reign of Henry VII – and the establishment of the Tudor dynasty 

 Henry VII – the break with Rome, his government and relationship with foreign 

powers 

 

Unit 2: The American Dream: reality and illusion, 1945–1980 

 

 The presidencies of Truman, Eisenhower and Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon and 

Carter with a focus on: 

o Domestic policy and the power of the presidency 

o Civil Rights 

o The Cold War in Europe and the Far-East 

Unit 4: Coursework  

 

An individual assignment of 3,000 words which will address historical interpretations 

of a given topic. 

The topics for coursework include the causes of the American Civil War or the 

causes of the Russian Revolution but there may be opportunity for students to pick 

their own area of study. 
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STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

History is more than just factual information.  It is about exploring the past and 

finding out why things happened, and if they actually happened the way we have been 

led to believe!  History continues to be a very well respected subject in terms of 

career prospects and Further Education.  This is because of the skills you develop as 

historians; research, analysis, evaluation, debate, discussion, literacy, the ability to 

construct an opinion or an argument, and most importantly – empathy.  

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

English, Government and Politics, Religious Studies, Languages and Sociology 

 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

As well as a career in research or teaching, History opens your mind to important 

political, economic, social and religious issues, allowing you to develop an excellent 

sense of the world around you.  For this reason employers in: Accountancy, 

journalism, publishing, public relations, general management, sales and marketing, law, 

politics, and administration all value History degrees or A level qualifications.   
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MATHEMATICS & FURTHER MATHEMATICS  

Mathematics is appropriate for all students with a proven mathematical ability.  

Those students who intend pursuing careers involving science, technology, 

engineering, commerce and business are advised to study A-Level. Students showing 

a particular mathematical flair and those intending to proceed with Mathematics at a 

higher level should consider taking Further Mathematics also. Universities favour 

applicants to Mathematics degrees if they have A level Further Mathematics.  

Examining Board  Specification 

AQA            Mathematics 7357        

            Further Mathematics 7367 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 

 

THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Mathematics 
 

Core content 

 OT1:  

 Mathematical argument, 

language and proof 

 OT2: 

 Mathematical problem 

solving 

 OT3: 

 Mathematical modelling 

 Proof   Algebra and functions   Coordinate geometry in 

the (x,y) plane  

 Sequences and series   Trigonometry   Exponentials and 

logarithms  

  Differentiation   Integration   Numerical methods  

 Vectors   Statistical sampling   Data presentation and 

interpretation  

 Probability    Statistical distributions   Statistical hypothesis 

testing  

 Quantities and units in 

mechanics  

 Kinematics   Forces and Newton’s 

laws  

 Moments      
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Further Maths 

 

Core content 

All students must study this content. 

OT1: Mathematical 

argument, language and 

proof 

 OT2: Mathematical 

problem solving 

 OT3: Mathematical 

modelling 

 Proof   Complex numbers   Matrices 

  Further Algebra and 

Functions 

 Further Calculus   Further Vectors 

  Polar coordinates  Hyperbolic functions   Differential equations 

 Trigonometry   Coordinate geometry   

 

Students must study two of these options. 

 Optional application 1 – mechanics 

 Optional application 2 – statistics 

 Optional application 3 – discrete 

 
 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

Mathematics is a stimulating subject which encourages analytical thinking and logical 

problem solving.  Its dependence on basic principles allows students to apply familiar 

concepts to unfamiliar situations and the sense of achievement on solving a problem 

creates an amazing feeling of achievement.  It’s hard but fun!  
 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

Mathematics is an essential complement to the Sciences, and also to several 

Humanities e.g. Geography where statistical analysis is necessary for advanced 

studies of climate and physical processes; Technology when using trigonometry to 

accurately calculate angles; Psychology to evaluate standard deviation and mean for 

analysing data.  
 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

The university courses that require Mathematics A Level are Medical, Scientific, 

Engineering and Financial disciplines.  Employers hold in high regard those with 

mathematically related qualifications and therefore a mastery of problem solving 

techniques and rational thought.  Indeed, research has demonstrated that people 

with a mathematics related degree will go on to earn more than those without. 
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MEDIA STUDIES   

To study media is to attempt to understand communication in the world around us 

in its various forms, to reach an understanding and evaluation of how meanings and 

responses are created, how the media reflects or shapes the world we live in, and 

how audiences react to it. WJEC Media Studies is designed to enable students to 

explore a wide variety of media, including digital media technologies, drawing on the 

fundamental concepts of media: texts, industry and audiences. Candidates will be 

encouraged to work creatively to enable them to gain a greater appreciation of the 

media through their own production work and to develop their own production 

skills. Students will develop their analytical skills by responding critically to a wide 

range of media texts. 

Examining Board      WJEC 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE. 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 
The specification aims to provide candidates with a range of supportive concepts, 
ideas and skills.  
 
 In particular this course: 

• Offers comprehensive coverage of media theory and practice to gain an 

understanding of the dynamic relationships between media products, 

industries and audiences.  

• Explores the global nature of the media today and the impact of this on 

media products and processes.  

• Provides opportunities for students to explore and pursue interests in 

their own media texts within practical production.  

• Develops an understanding of how products relate to their wider 

historical context.  

 

The course aims to: 

• Enhance students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the media and its role 

in their daily lives. 

• Allow students to study a range of rich media products, including those 

with which they may be less familiar.  

• Allow students to develop a critical understanding of the media through 

engagement with media products and concepts and the creative 

application of practical skills. 
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A Level Course 

Component 1: Meanings and Representations in the media  

Six media products of a range of different forms will be studied in a two hours written 

examination, comprising of three essay responses.  

Component 2: Media Forms and Products in Depth 

This unit focuses on three sections: TV in a global age, mainstream and alternative 

magazines and media in the online age. Several of the texts will be set by the exam 

board and it will be assessed in a three hour written examination.  

Component 3: Cross-media production 

Students will respond to a choice of briefs set by the exam board to create their 

own cross-media production based on two different forms.  
 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

Students generally find the subject more analytical than they expected, more 

challenging and essay based, yet also more rewarding. Media students develop their 

own points of view, confidence, organisational and critical thinking skills. Students 

are expected to be proactive in their approach to the subject. They are also expected 

to be able to work independently, as well as supporting each other in their studies, 

to design and produce practical course work using technology to a high standard and 

develop a passion for the subject! 
 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

Media studies complements most subjects and provides a counterbalance for others. 

It is analysis based, like English Literature and Religious Studies, but also requires a 

consideration of audiences, theories and contexts which ties in well with Psychology, 

Sociology and History. A Level media studies coursework requires technology skills 

and imaginative design ideas this subject also ties in well with ICT and Art and 

Photography. 

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Choosing a higher course in the media studies area gives a massive range of options 

including the study of film and broadcast fiction, Journalism courses, Cultural studies, 

Web design, Digital media, Drama or Photography. It is an excellent subject to study 

in combination with others in the humanities area. “The media” is vast and careers 

opportunities range from Journalist to set or costume designer, teacher to 

researcher, IT games designer to personnel management. 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES  

FRENCH 

 

The benefit of studying French to A-Level is that a student finally has the opportunity 

to branch out and communicate authentically in the target language.  In addition to 

being able to speak and understand ‘real’ French, students also have the opportunity 

to discuss a variety of contemporary issues and to broaden their knowledge of the 

countries in which French is spoken. 

 

Examining Board 

AQA  

     

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 

YEAR 1 OF A-LEVEL 

The course builds on and extends GCSE knowledge through the following topics: 

 

 The changing nature of the family 

 The ‘Cyber-society’ 

 The place of voluntary work 

 Culture – contemporary francophone music and the cinema 

 Study of one book or one film  

 

 

YEAR 2 OF THE A LEVEL COURSE 

 

Year 2 of the course is based on the following topics: 

 

 Positive features of a diverse society 

 Life for the marginalised 

 How criminals are treated 

 Politics and immigration 

 Study of two books or one book and one film 

 Individual research topic  

 

These topic areas form the basis for A-Level assessment: 

 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation of both English and French texts (40%) 

Paper 2: Written exam covering both books or one book and one film (30%) 

Speaking: Discussion of a sub-theme based on a stimulus card plus presentation and 

discussion of individual research topic (30%) 
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STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

As in many subjects there is a significant step up from GCSE to A-Level French. 

Students are given far more opportunities to write and speak spontaneously and to 

be creative with the language. Clearly this cannot be achieved without sound 

understanding of grammar and structures; hence this is the focus early on in the 

course.  Students are expected to take more responsibility for their own progress and 

to ensure that they spend time outside scheduled lessons to master vocabulary and 

grammar work. Students are scheduled for at least one half hour per week to work 

with the Foreign Language Assistant. This practice and individual attention proves 

invaluable when preparing for the speaking tests. A-Level French is a demanding 

subjects, but also rewarding, as students learn both a practical skill and at the same 

time have the opportunity to discuss, and deepen their knowledge of, current affairs 

and world issues. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

French combines well with any subject in the Arts and Humanities, but many students 

view a language as a useful and worthwhile addition to the study of scientific and 

mathematical courses, leaving them with an extra career alternative later in life. 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES  

GERMAN 

 

The benefit of studying German to Advanced Level is that a student finally has the 

opportunity to branch out and communicate authentically in the target language.  In 

addition to being able to speak and understand ‘real’ German, students also have the 

opportunity to discuss a variety of contemporary issues and to broaden their 

knowledge of the countries in which German is spoken. 

 

Examining Board- AQA       

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 

YEAR 1 OF A LEVEL COURSE 

The course builds on and extends GCSE knowledge through the following topics: 

 

 The changing state of the family 

 The digital world 

 Youth culture: fashion and trends, music, television 

 Culture – festivals and traditions, art and architecture 

 Cultural life in Berlin, past and present 

 Study of one book or film 

 

 

 

YEAR 2 OF A LEVEL COURSE 

Year 2 of the course is based on the following topics: 

 Immigration  

 Integration  

 Racism 

 Politics 

 German reunification and its consequences 

 Study of two books or one book and one film 

 Individual research topic  

 

 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation of both English and German texts (40%) 

Paper 2: Written exam covering both books or one book and one film (30%) 

Speaking: Discussion of a sub-theme based on a stimulus card plus presentation and 

discussion of individual research topic (30%) 



 - 35 - 

 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

As in many subjects there is a significant step up from GCSE to A-Level German. 

Students are given far more opportunities to write and speak spontaneously and to 

be creative with the language. Clearly this cannot be achieved without sound 

understanding of grammar and structures; hence this is the focus early on in the 

course.  Students are expected to take more responsibility for their own progress and 

to ensure that they spend time outside scheduled lessons to master vocabulary and 

grammar work. Students are scheduled for at least one half hour per week to work 

with the Foreign Language Assistant. This practice and individual attention proves 

invaluable when preparing for the speaking tests. A-Level German is a  demanding 

subjects, but also rewarding, as students learn both a practical skill and at the same 

time have the opportunity to discuss, and deepen their knowledge of, current affairs 

and world issues. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

German combines well with any subject in the Arts and Humanities, but many students 

view a language as a useful and worthwhile addition to the study of scientific and 

mathematical courses, leaving them with an extra career alternative later in life. 

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Each year a number of students apply to read German at university, but Languages 

also feature on the short list of seven “traditional academic subjects” on advisory 

material for Oxbridge admission and in their words:  The study of A-Level German is, 

therefore, to be recommended as a useful, and potentially lucrative, skill for later in 

life, but also as advantageous for those who wish to apply for some of the traditional 

academic courses at our top universities. 
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MUSIC 

 

The following information is based upon the current A Level course. At the time of 

publication updated information was not available. This document will be uploaded 

and available online as and when the new specification has been released. 

“It’s just dots and lines, until you play it.” 

Examining Board       Specification 

AQA            A Level 7272    

   

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE. 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course. Students must also be willing to be actively involved in a range of 
extra-curricular in and out of school activities and attend a variety of concerts. 
Above all, they should demonstrate a passion for music and a commitment to hard 
work. A willingness to undertake Grade 5 theory is essential. 
 

Component 1: Appraising Music (40%)  

The areas of study provide an appropriate focus for students to appraise, develop 

and demonstrate an in-depth knowledge and understanding of musical elements, 

musical contexts and musical language. The areas of study can also provide a rich 

source of material for your students to work with when developing performance 

and composition skills. 

There are six areas of study: Western classical tradition 1650–1910 

(compulsory).Pop music, Music for media, Music for theatre, Jazz, Contemporary 

traditional music, Art music since 1910. 

Students must study Area of study 1: Western classical tradition 1650–1910 and 

choose two from Areas of study 2–7. 

 Area of study 1: Western classical tradition 1650–1910 (compulsory)  

For the purpose of this specification western classical tradition is defined as art music 

of (or growing out of) the European tradition, normally notated, and normally 

intended for public performance. 

There are three strands of music represented which cover three key genres: 

Baroque: the solo concerto, Classical: the operas of Mozart, Romantic: the piano 

music of Chopin, Brahms and Grieg . 
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Component 2: Performance (30%)  

Students must be able to perform music using one or both of the following ways: 

instrumental/vocal: as a soloist, and/or as part of an ensemble, production via 

technology. Students must perform for a minimum of ten minutes. Care should be 

taken when selecting repertoire for ensemble performance; the level of demand 

refers to the individual part performed by the student and not to the overall level of 

demand of the selected piece. 

Component 3: Composition (30%) Students must learn how to develop musical 

ideas, including extending and manipulating musical ideas, and compose music that is 

musically convincing through two compositions. One must be in response to an 

externally set brief (Composition 1) and the other a free composition (Composition 

2). 

The combined duration of the compositions must be a minimum of four and a half 

minutes. Compositions must demonstrate technical control in the use of 

appropriate musical elements and how they are combined to make sense as a whole. 

Please refer to the tables of musical elements in Subject content.  

Students must be able to compose music in one or both of the following formats: 

instrumental/vocal: produce notated score, written accounts and/or lead sheet by 

traditional means or by using music software as appropriate. Production: generated 

entirely digitally, by using music software, without notated score but with 

accompanying annotation. Students must be able to make creative use of the musical 

elements appropriate to their chosen style or genre of music.  

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

Students who enjoy music and are willing to work hard achieve excellent results at 

St Leonard’s, and they benefit from highly experienced teachers, superb resources 

and the excellent facilities. It is not an easy option, but an extremely rewarding and 

inspiring one.  

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

Music relates to many other subjects, including: Maths; Physics; Art; History; English 

Literature; Languages; Philosophy and Ethics; ICT and is recognised as a traditional 

academic subject by top universities.  

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

“British music industry worth £4bn to UK economy” (Sky News September 2016)  

Students of music are in high demand by employers. They can demonstrate a wide 

variety of skills: tremendous self-discipline, practising their instruments; great team 

skills, rehearsing in bands, orchestras and choirs; time management and working 

under pressure, preparing concerts; ICT capability, sequencing and notating and 

recording music;  sensitivity and intuition, interpreting music.  

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/as-and-a-level/music-7271/subject-content
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Physical Education draws on well-established areas of study but also takes account 

of the contemporary view of PE and sport.  There are many innovative features of 

this course. Students have the option to focus on a single physical activity throughout 

the course.  In doing so they can experience and develop an interest in a variety of 

roles such as performer, official and leader/coach. They are given opportunities to 

build on their previous experience to enhance their knowledge and increase their 

understanding of the modern day sporting arena.  

Examining Board    Specification (7582) 

AQA           

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course. Students should also be actively involved in at least one sport to a 
representative level and must have shown willingness to represent St Leonard’s. 
Whilst involved with the chosen sport it is essential that you should be assuming 
two roles from: the performer, leader/coach and umpire. 
 
WRITTEN PAPER 
Throughout this two year course, you will develop knowledge and skills to help 
understand the opportunities for and the effects of leading a healthy and active 
lifestyle. You will develop an understanding of how an athlete producers optimal 
performance and the factors which contribute to this. 
PAPER 1: FACTORS AFFECTING PARTICIPATION IN PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY AND SPORT. 
This will be broken down into 
1. Applied exercise physiology 

2. Skills acquisition 

3. Sport & society 

Assessment: Written paper 2 hours. (105marks) Weighting 35%. 

PAPER 2: FACTORS AFFECTING OPTIMAL PERFORMANCE IN 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND SPORT. 
This will be broken down into 

1. Exercise physiology & biomechanics. 

2. Sport psychology 

3. Sport & society & technology in sport 

Assessment: Written paper 2 hours. (105marks) Weighting 35%.  

NON EXAM ASSESSMENT: PRACTICAL ERFORMANCE IN 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND SPORT. 

Students will be assessed in one sport in the role of a performer or coach in the fully 

competitive version of one activity.  90 marks, Weighting 30%. 
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STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

The theoretical component of the course is more heavily weighted than the GCSE 

course and applicants must fully appreciate that A Level PE is not practically based 

(hence the requirement to play at least one representative sport). There will be a 

vast increase in the depth of knowledge required and consistent reading around the 

subject will be essential. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS  

Physical Education combines with a range of A Level subjects. The Sciences greatly 

support the Physiological components of the course but it is also the case that a 

number of students have combined PE with the Arts. 

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

PE would support an application for a wide range of university courses including 

Sports Science, Physiotherapy, Teaching, Sports Nutrition and Medicine. As this 

subject develops transferable skills and the key skills that employers desire it can 

lead to a wide range of employment opportunities including Recreational 

Management, Leisure Activities, Armed Forces, and Civil Services. 
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PHYSICS  

Physics at A Level is designed to give a seamless transition for students from their 

previous studies of Physics. The specification aims to develop interest and 

enthusiasm in the subject by introducing students to new and exciting areas of 

physics and to developing essential knowledge and understanding of key principles. 

 

Examining Board     Specification 

AQA         Physics A 7408     

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 
YEAR ONE OF THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Consists of five modules. Each module is testable in two written papers completed 

by the students at the end of their first year of study. Both papers are 1½ hours and 

make up 50% of the end of year grade.  Paper one covers all five modules and is 

made up of short and long style questions. Paper two is split into three sections: 

section A, a twenty mark paper testing the students’ knowledge on practical skills 

and data handling; section B, a twenty mark paper covering modules 1 – 5; and 

section C, a thirty mark multiple choice paper.  

  

Section 1: Measurements and their errors. This section is a continuing study for a 

student of physics. A working knowledge of the specified fundamental units of 

measurement is vital.  Section 2: Particles and Radiation This section introduces 

students both to the fundamental properties of matter, and to electromagnetic 

radiation and quantum phenomena.  Section 3: Waves Here students will further 

their GCSE studies of wave phenomena and extend their knowledge of the 

characteristics, properties, and applications of travelling waves and stationary waves.  

Section 4: Mechanics and Materials Vectors and their treatment are introduced 

followed by development of the student’s knowledge and understanding of forces, 

energy and momentum.  Section 5: Electricity This section builds on and develops 

earlier study of these phenomena from GCSE. It provides opportunities for the 

development of practical skills at an early stage in the course and lays the 

groundwork for later study of the many electrical applications that are important to 

society.  

 

YEAR TWO OF THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Consists of three standard modules and one option module. All modules, including 

those from year one of the course, are testable in the three written papers 

completed by the students at the end of their two year study. All three papers are 

two hours long and make up 100% of the A level grade.  
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Section 6.1: Periodic Motion The students earlier study of mechanics is further 

advanced through a consideration of circular motion and simple harmonic motion 

(the harmonic oscillator). 

Section 6.2: Thermal Physics This section allows the students to gain a greater 

understanding of the thermal properties of materials, the properties and nature of 

ideal gases, and the molecular kinetic theory. 

Section 7: Fields and their consequences. The concept of field is one of the great 

unifying ideas in physics. The ideas of gravitation, electrostatics and magnetic field 

theory are developed within the topic to emphasise this unification. 

Section 8: Nuclear Physics This section builds on the work of Particles and radiation 

to link the properties of the nucleus to the production of nuclear power through 

the characteristics of the nucleus, the properties of unstable nuclei, and the link 

between energy and mass.  Option Choice: Section B of paper three offers students 

the opportunity to study one of the following optional topics to gain a deeper 

understanding and awareness of a selected branch of Physics;  Astrophysics  

Medical Physics  Applied Physics  Turning points in Physics.  

  

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

Pupils do find physics at A level a challenge compared to other subjects.  They are 

expected to work hard completing two written pieces of homework per week.  

  

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS  

A study of A level Mathematics is an advantage but not a necessity.  Students will 

find that their mathematical skills will improve greatly by studying physics as will their 

ability to record, analyse and evaluate data.  Physics can be taken with any other 

subject and for some offers a complete change from other subjects.  

  

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES  

Many universities recognise that physics is a difficult A level subject and often lower 

the entry grade required accordingly.  Physics is a requirement for most engineering 

courses and is highly desirable for many other courses related to science.  It can be 

used as a subject for any university course. 

skills at an early stage in the course and lays the groundwork for later study of the 

many electrical applications that are important to society. 

 

. 
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PSYCHOLOGY  

It is difficult to give a precise definition of psychology because there are many 

different types of psychologist and differing views as to what causes behaviour, but 

as a broad definition psychology is defined as the scientific study of mind and 

behaviour. This subject concerns itself with developing a critical awareness of the 

main approaches to the study of behaviour and to communicate scientific ideas and 

arguments logically and precisely. The course follows the AQA specification. 

 

Examining Board                                                           Specification 

AQA                                                                           A-Level Psychology 7182 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE. 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 

Unit 1 

• Social influence.  

• Memory. 

• Attachment. 

• Psychopathology. 

 

• What factors affect whether people conform and obey. 

• How do we remember and why do we forget? 

• The accuracy of eye witness testimony. 

• The nature of caregiver-infant interactions. 

• Definitions of abnormality. 

• Explanations and treatment of phobias, obsessive compulsive disorder and             

depression. 

 

Unit 2 

• Approaches in Psychology. 

• Biopsychology. 

• Research Methods (double assessment) 

 

These topics investigate the underlying principles of psychology and examine ideas 

and concepts such as: 

• The basic assumptions of the main psychological schools of psychology 

(biological; behaviourist; social learning theory; cognitive; psychodynamic and 

humanistic). Understanding of the structure and function of the neurons and 

synaptic transmission. Localisation of function in the brain and the genetic basis of 
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behaviour. This section gives students the basic knowledge in the understanding 

of human behaviour. 

• The nature of the scientific enquiry in psychology. 

 

 

Unit 3 

• Issues and Debates 

• Gender 

• Eating Behaviour 

• Forensic Psychology 

These topics develop understanding of concepts, theories, studies research 

methods and ethical issues in Psychology such as: 

• Gender and culture, free-will and determinism, nature and nurture, holism 

and reductionism 

• Biological and psychological explanations of gender development. 

• Explanations for food preferences. 

• Explanations for offending behaviour and treatment for offenders. 

• Students’ knowledge of research methods and mathematical skills will be 

assessed throughout the course. 

 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

Students generally find the subject fascinating as they are able to apply the subject to 

their own everyday experiences. Students do however, require a disciplined 

approach to the course. They are expected to be able to work independently, design 

and carry out their own experiments and analyse results. It is important that students 

grasp the underlying psychological and biological principles of the subject as these 

issues run throughout the course. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

As this is the study of human mind and behaviour it complements most subjects. 

Psychology is a science so therefore works well with any of the ‘natural’ sciences but 

particularly Biology. There is also a significant amount of Mathematics in the course.  

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Students of Psychology have a wide range of occupations open to them. It is an 

important academic subject. If you are planning a career in psychology it is likely that 

you will be required to undertake postgraduate study - please speak to the 

department if you require any further advice. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES: PHILOSOPHY, ETHICS AND 

DEVELOPMENT IN CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 

The Religious Education Department offers students the opportunity to study an A 

Level course in Philosophy, Ethics and Development in Christian Thought, following 

the OCR specification for Religious Studies. At the end of the two year course you 

will complete three 2 hour written examination. Each of the three examination 

papers is worth 33.3% of the A Level. 

 

Examining Board                                          Specification 

OCR                                                         Religious Studies 573    

                                                         

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE. 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 
THE A LEVEL COURSE 

Philosophy of religion H573-01 

You will study:- 

• Ancient philosophical influences. 

• The nature of the soul, mind and body. 

• Arguments about the existence or non-existence of God. 

• The nature and impact of religious experience. 

• The challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil. 

• Ideas about the nature of God. 

• Issues in religious language. 

Religion and Ethics H573-02 

You will study:- 

• Normative ethical theories. 

• The application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues of 

importance. 

• Ethical thought and language. 

• Debates surrounding the significant idea of conscience. 

• Sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought of developments in 

religious beliefs. 

Developments in Christian Thought H573-03 

You will study:- 

• Religious beliefs, values and teachings, their interconnections and how they 

vary historically and in the contemporary world. 

• Sources of religious wisdom and authority. 
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• Practices which shape and express religious identity, and how these vary 

within Christianity. 

• Significant social and historical developments in theology and religious 

thought. 

• Key themes related to the relationship between religion and society. 

 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

If you enjoy asking and discussing questions that do not seem to have an obvious 

answer then you will enjoy Philosophy, Ethics and Developments in Religious 

Thought.  It provides an excellent training in developing relevant skills in thinking for 

yourself.  It explores some of the most profound questions we can ask as human 

beings, questions that go right to the heart of our existence.  You will need to avoid 

being too quick to jump to conclusions.  You will need to think hard and be ready 

to be personally challenged.   

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

A Level Religious Studies fits into almost any combination.  It is an extremely 

popular option with medical students as it teaches the essential elements of critical 

thinking and offers insight into the wider issues concerning medical ethics.  It is also 

good to study alongside English, Psychology, Sociology, History, Government and 

Politics, Media, Geography and Business Studies. 

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

This subject can make a significant contribution to any job that requires to think 

clearly and rigorously. Students of this course go into Law, Politics, the Civil Service, 

Medicine, Personnel, Business and Journalism because they will have to learn how to 

think clearly and analytically. They will have learnt how to write well and to present 

their ideas logically and clearly.  Medical students find the Ethics parts of the course 

to be an excellent preparation for some of the moral issues and dilemmas that they 

have to deal with in their future. This subject is also popular for students wishing to 

develop their understanding of religion in society and follow a university course or 

teaching career in Religious Education.  
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SOCIOLOGY  

Anthony Giddens (“Sociology”, 1989) provides the following general definition:  

“Sociology is the study of human social life, groups and societies. It is a dazzling and 

compelling enterprise, having as its subject matter our own behaviour as social 

beings. The scope of sociology is extremely wide, ranging from the analysis of passing 

encounters between individuals in the street up to the investigation of world-wide 

social processes”. The course follows the AQA specification. 

 

Examining Board                                           Specification 

AQA                                                          Sociology 7192 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE A LEVEL COURSE. 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to this 

course.  

 

Unit 1 Education with theory and methods 

• Education and research methods in the context of education. 

In this unit students will examine: 

• The role and purpose of education. Differential educational achievement of 

social groups. Relationships and processes within schools. The significance of 

educational policies and the application of sociological research methods to the study 

of education. 

• The different ways in which sociologists study society. 

 

Unit 2 Topics in sociology 

• Families and Households 

• Beliefs in society 

• The relationship of the family to the social structure and social change. Family 

diversity. The nature and extent of changes within the family with reference 

to gender roles, domestic labour, power relationships and the nature of 

childhood. Demographic trends in the UK since 1900. 

• Beliefs in society-different theories of ideology, science and religion. The 

study of religious organisations. The relationship between different social 

groups and religion. The significance of religion in the contemporary world. 

Unit 3 Crime and deviance with theory and method 

• Crime and deviance, research methods in the context of crime and deviance-

different theories of crime and deviance. 
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• Crime and deviance, research methods in the context of crime and deviance-

different theories of crime and deviance. The social distribution of crime. 

Globalisation and crime in contemporary society-the mass media and crime, 

green crime; human rights and state crime. Crime control. The sociological 

study of suicide. The connections between sociological theory and methods 

to the study of crime and deviance. 

• Sociological theory and methods, this section engages students in theoretical 

debate while encouraging an active involvement with the research process. 

Students will foster a critical awareness of contemporary social processes 

and draw together knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in different 

aspects of the course. 

 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

Students generally find that the subject challenges their existing views on society. 

Students require a disciplined approach to the topic as it involves extended essay 

writing. They are expected to be able think critically about the society in which we 

live. They will discuss subjects in depth and reflect on their own social experiences. 

Above all they are expected to participate and interact in a mature manner. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

As this is the study of society and social groups it complements most subjects. It 

particularly works well with Geography, Media, History, Politics, English and 

Philosophy & Ethics. 

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Students of Sociology have a wide range of occupations open to them.  It is especially 

useful for law, medicine, careers in journalism and media, teaching, social work, social 

policy and research, probation work and prison work. 
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The following courses are only offered in Route B 
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BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN BUSINESS   

The Edexcel Level 3 BTEC National Diploma in Business is designed to give learners 

the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to prepare them for 

employment. The course is the equivalent of studying three A levels and upon 

completion would receive grades ranging from Pass (CCC) to Merit (BBB) to 

Distinction (AAA).  

 

Examining Board    Specification 

Edexcel     To follow BTEC National Diploma (Route B) 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN 

BUSINESS 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 
THE BTEC NATIONAL AWARD (YEAR 12 COURSE) 

The National Award involves the completion of thirteen units of work, seven 

compulsory core units and six options chosen from a range of different units. The 

thirteen units will be split over the two years of the course and in the first year the 

aim will be to complete the following units: 

 

1 Exploring Business - Year 12 (coursework assignment) 

2 - Year 12 (External assessment May 2019) 

3 - Year 12 (external exam May 2019) 

4 Managing an Event (Coursework assignment) 

7 (Examined Jan 2020) Start in Year 12 and complete teaching in Year 13 

8 – Recruitment and selection process (coursework assignment) 

14 – Investigating customer service (coursework assignment) 

26 – Aspects of criminal law impacting on businesses and individuals (coursework 

assignment) 

 

 

THE BTEC National Diploma (YEAR 13 COURSE). 

The Year 13 course will involve the completion of the remaining core and optional 

units to make up the total number of units completed to 13. The units covered in 

Year 13 include: 

Unit 4 Managing an event 

Unit 5 International business 

Unit 9 Teambuilding in business 

Unit 17 Digital marketing 

Unit 19 Pitching for new business 

 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 
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The course was first introduced in 2009 and Year 13 students have found the course 

challenging and interesting due to the variety and range of assignments available for 

study. Teachers bring the course to life by arranging for visits to local businesses and 

for visiting speakers to come into school and talk to students about real business 

contexts. On the whole students enjoy the course and find topic areas interesting. 

There are areas of the course that are challenging and students will need to be 

prepared to work to develop their understanding. Students do tend to enjoy aspects 

such as marketing and the study in human resources. It is important that students 

come to the course with the intention of developing a critical approach and an 

independence of thought. The course involves the completion of coursework units 

which are internally assessed and the assessment is then verified by the exam board. 

Therefore the ability to work to set deadlines is crucial to succeed in this subject. 

 

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

Although this course will be a full-time course and studied on its own Business 

Studies fits well with almost all other subjects and there are some areas of cross-

over where topics are covered in other subjects e.g. motivation in P.E. and 

Psychology and Business location in Geography so if you have interests in these areas 

it helps.   

 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Students who study Business in the Sixth Form and beyond will have a huge range of 

occupations from which to choose. In the past we have had students go on to take 

courses in Business Management, Marketing, Human Resources, Languages, Event 

Management and Public Relations to name just a few. There is a wide range of degree 

courses that include some element of Business Studies.  
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BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN ICT 

 

The BTEC Extended Diploma in Information Technology has been designed to 

provide you with a course that meets the entry requirements for progression to a 

degree course in Information Technology and related areas such as Digital 

Technology Solutions, IT Management for Business, Computer Networks Security 

or Business Computing and Entrepreneurship.  It offers students a more in-depth 

look at IT by providing on-going learning and assessment of the practical skills 

required in an IT career. This course is assessed through both internal and external 

assessment. 

 

Examining Board    Specification 

Edexcel     BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE BTEC COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 
BTEC Extended Diploma 

This equates to 3 A Levels and will require 15 hours per week lesson time.  There 

are 13 units in total, 7 which are mandatory of which 4 of these are externally 

assessed and 6 optional units of work to achieve your qualification.   

The BTEC Extended Diploma Course: 7 mandatory units 

1. Information Technology Systems 

This unit is a written examination set and marked by the exam board. This 

exam is assessed on your understanding of computer systems and the 

implications of their use in personal and professional situations.  The exam is 

marked out of 90 and is a two hour examination. 

2. Creating Systems to Manage Information 

For this unit you will examine the structure of data and its origins, and how 

an efficient data design follows through to an effective and useful database. 

This unit of work is externally assessed by the exam board and is to be 

completed under supervised conditions for 10 hours arranged over a number 

of sessions in a one-week assessment period timetabled by the exam board.  

The marks available for this unit of work are 66 and it will be completed using 

a computer and submitted electronically.. 

3. Using Social Media in Business 

This unit of work is internally assessed and throughout this unit you will 

explore how businesses use social media to promote their products and 

services. You will also implement social media activities in a business to meet 

requirements. 
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4. Programming  

This unit of work is internally assessed and throughout this unit you will study 

the underpinning concepts and implications of programming languages to 

design, develop and test computer programs. 

5. IT Project Management  

This unit of work is internally assessed and throughout this unit you will 

investigate a range of project management principles and methodologies and 

undertake the management of a ‘live’ or ‘simulated’ IT project from start to 

finish. 

6. Cyber Security and Incident Management 

For this unit you will study cyber security threats and vulnerabilities, the 

methods used to protect systems against threats and how to plan for and 

manage security incidents.  This unit of work is externally assessed by the 

exam board and is to be completed under supervised conditions for 9 hours 

arranged in a three week assessment period timetabled by the exam board.  

The marks available for this unit of work are 80 and it will be completed using 

a computer and submitted electronically. 

7. IT Service Delivery 

For this unit you will study the information technology (IT) service 

requirements of organisations and how to plan a solution for IT service 

delivery.  This unit of work is externally assessed by the exam board and is to 

be completed under supervised conditions for 8 hours arranged in a three 

week assessment period timetabled by the exam board.  The marks available 

for this unit of work are 68 and it will be completed using a computer and 

submitted electronically. 

The optional units (units will be chosen from the following based on the needs of 

the students taking the course) 

Data Modelling  Website Development   Mobile Apps Development  Computer 

Games Development  Big Data and Business Analytics  IT Technical Support and 

Management  Software Testing  Customising and Integrating Applications  Cloud 

Storage and Collaboration Tools  Digital 2D and 3D Graphics  Digital Animation 

and Effects  The Internet of Things  Enterprise in IT  Business Process Modelling 

Tools   

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 

All AS/A2 courses are complemented by the Edexcel National Extended Diploma in 

IT level 3 qualification. Many students find the skills developed assist in the research 

methods and presentation of work for other subjects.  There is a Business Studies 

element to many of the units which makes this course ideal for those who wish to 

study ICT/Business at University. 

CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

These qualifications are designed to enable students to either enter employment in 

an IT related career, or to progress onto University to study an IT or a Business 

related degree.  
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BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN SPORT  

 

 

BTEC Nationals are designed as specialist qualifications for students who have a clear 

view of their future career or are seeking progression to higher education. BTEC 

Nationals are equivalent to A levels and are highly valued by universities, further 

education colleges and employers alike. There are more than 250 qualifications for 

students to choose from. 

 

These qualifications are suitable for students aged 16 upwards and are recommended 

for those who have achieved at least four A*- C grade GCSEs or have completed a 

BTEC first and have a clear view of where they want to be, or wish to go to 

university. 

The sport and leisure industry comprises leisure and health centres and private 

sector and public sector clubs. Opportunities include working with sports 

professionals, in fitness, sports coaching and outdoor education. Edexcel’s BTEC 

Level 3 National Awards, Certificates and Diplomas in Sport provide a springboard 

to a university degree or Foundation Degree in an appropriate vocational discipline, 

to BTEC HNCs and HNDs, or to employment.    

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE BTEC COURSE 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions Policy for the entry requirements to 
this course.  
 

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN SPORT 

The award is equivalent to 3 A levels with the potential of achieving 360 UCAS 

Points.  In order to complete each unit, students must achieve against a set of 

outcomes. The assessment criteria address theory with practical exercises. The 

assessment process is ongoing, so it allows the student to analyse and improve their 

own performance through their course in much the same way as they would in a 

real workplace. 

 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

The BTEC National Diploma in Sport course is an exciting course offered to students 

who enjoy PE and Sport and wish to study or work in Sport and/or Recreation in 

the future. Students enjoy the range of units on offer and the fact that the assessment 

is based on the work that you complete in lessons and not a formal examination. 
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CAREER AND UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 

These qualifications are designed to enable students to either enter employment in 

a Sport related career, or to progress onto University to study a Sports related 

degree. In addition to this previous students have also gone on to study Nursing, 

Primary School teaching. 


