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SIXTH FORM LIFE 

 

Welcome to St Leonard’s Sixth form, a place where all students are provided with a 

highly challenging and supportive environment to flourish and achieve their goals, 

whatever they may be. The Sixth Form is very much an extension of lower school, 

where we all strive towards creating a community that looks out for every individual 

member, echoing the strong Catholic ethos of the school. We have a wide range of 

A-Level and BTEC courses, as well as offering countless extra-curricular activities. 

Over the next two years, pupils will become students; developing into well-rounded 

members of society and fantastic young adults. Our Sixth Form Martyrs’ building 

gives us a comfortable and safe environment for this progression to occur, as well as 

being where most lessons will take place. Our exclusive and well-stocked library 

provides a quiet and spacious space to work in during study periods, whilst our busy 

and friendly Common Room provides a more relaxed area, where everyone is 

welcome to chill and socialise.  

At St Leonard’s we have a House System which is active throughout every year 

group, but which is primarily run by Sixth Formers. This is a fantastic opportunity to 

become involved in fostering team spirit and peer support, as well as improving 

confidence and leadership skills in more senior roles; such as Prefects and House 

Captains. House assemblies will also soon be introduced, where again; the Sixth 

Form community will be called upon to inspire the younger members to increase 

participation and encouragement, in competitions ranging from baking to sport. 

Although the 2 year A-Level and BTEC courses require hard-work and dedication, 

Sixth Form life at St Leonards is equally fun and rewarding. There are numerous 

opportunities for students to further their interest and understanding of their 

subject outside of the classroom. To name but a few from last year, there were 

exciting trips to Lille, Amsterdam and Edinburgh Zoo, all of which were successful in 

not only enriching student’s studies, but also in creating long-lasting memories. A 

little closer to home, there are also many wonderful societies in school that are led 

by the Sixth Formers. Last year, the Chemistry Society was very popular with lower 

school, due to the amazing experiments that were put on at lunchtime, whilst the 

Physics Society successfully fundraised for a whole school subscription to the ‘New 

Scientist’ magazine. Our own Sixth Form magazine, ‘The Common Roomers,’ is a 

great platform for students to improve their journalistic skills, writing about anything 

at all they find interesting. Many students have also challenged themselves by 

working towards their Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award, which every year helps 

develop teamwork and perseverance.  

St Leonard’s Sixth Form is not just a Sixth Form; it is a community of people that 

want to help each other on the next stage of this academic journey. Whilst being 

challenged and stretched, you will also receive the best support and care available, 
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and will always find a friendly face ready to help. Our Sixth Form provides a 

dedicated runway that will give you both the qualifications, but most importantly the 

confidence, to face life and fulfil your potential. 

 

Natalie and Michael 

Head Girl and Boy 2017-2018 
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VISION STATEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St Leonard’s Sixth Form exists to promote  

enjoyment of and excellence in living and 

learning for the greater glory of God and 

the common good. 
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SIXTH FORM PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

Grant us a vision, Lord, 

to reach out beyond ourselves 

to see what we can achieve 

to share our lives with others 

to stretch our capabilities 

to increase our sense of purpose 

to be aware of where we can help 

to be sensitive to your presence 

to give heed to your constant call.   
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WHAT MAKES ST LEONARD’S DIFFERENT?  

 
 

 

St Leonard’s is a Catholic School in the Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle.  The 

Catholic Church teaches that we are ‘created to praise, reverence and serve God, 

our Lord’; consequently our first duty as a member of the St Leonard’s school 

community is to praise God at all times.  We can honour God in this way by 

attending Mass, other school services and religious assemblies in a spirit of prayer 

and in our own private prayer.   

 

God is not only to be found in our Churches and our school Chapel.  When we 

work, when we play sport, when we serve others by generously giving of ourselves, 

when we unwind and enjoy ourselves, we are called to dedicate all the activities of 

our lives to the greater glory of God.   

 

We live our lives for others, and not ourselves, when we think of how our actions 

and attitudes affect the well-being of the whole community that surrounds us.  We 

live for others when we behave generously to those we dislike and when we treat 

others and their property with care and respect.  We live for others when we 

spend time working to alleviate the suffering of those outside the school community 

by supporting organisations such as CAFOD.   
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THE MARTYRS’ BUILDING 

 

 
The building we use as our Sixth Form (Year 12 and Year 13) building, is dedicated 

to the Martyrs of the Diocese.  During the Sixteenth and Seventeenth centuries 

England witnessed a period of turbulence and religious persecution.  Many 

Christians, priests, religious and lay people were arrested and became prisoners of 

conscience; many were executed for remaining true to the Faith.  Catholics arrested 

in the north were imprisoned in appalling conditions usually in Newgate, Newcastle 

upon Tyne or in Durham Castle.  Some like St John Boste were taken to the Tower 

of London to suffer brutal torture and brought back to Durham or Newcastle to 

face execution.   

 

In 1590 four priests were executed together in Durham.  Their names were 

Edmund Duke, Richard Hill, Richard Holliday and John Hogg.  An interesting legend 

suggests that: “After the execution, it was noticed that a small stream near the site 

had completely dried up and so the area is known as Dryburn to this day.”  It is 

probable that our school stands on the actual site of execution.  It could well be that 

we give witness to our faith in a place where many people died for that very faith.   

 

It seems appropriate that we, the Catholic Community today, give public witness to 

the faith we share with those Blessed Martyrs of our Diocese.   
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THE BENEFITS OF LIFE IN THE SIXTH FORM 

 

Moving into the Sixth Form is a significant stage in your career. It is in the Sixth 

Form that the first chance to study academic subjects in depth and with a degree of 

specialisation really presents itself to you.  

 

The structures outlined in our subject options booklet oblige you to take important 

public examinations at the end of your two year course, so you must quickly learn 

proper habits of study, undertake all your academic tasks promptly and be prepared 

to work independently much more than at GCSE.  Independent reading and 

research boosts your progress in every subject at every level. All this is an 

important foretaste of and preparation for successful study at university.  However, 

life in the Sixth Form presents other opportunities which are important to your 

personal development.  

 

At St Leonard’s the Sixth Form presents individuals with opportunities to develop 

deep interests - intellectual, cultural, sporting - to take initiatives, to hold positions 

of considerable responsibility, to serve others, to learn to lead and to work in a 

team. At its best, life in the Sixth Form encourages you to cope, with a greater 

degree of independence than before, with a busy life and with a variety of demands. 

Success in dealing with these challenges is an excellent preparation for your 

professional life and will make you a far more attractive prospect to university 

selectors and employers alike. 

 

BECOMING AN INDEPENDENT LEARNER 

For most students the Sixth Form represents a transitional stage between the highly 

structured and teacher led courses you experience at GCSE and the academic 

independence of undergraduate degree courses where contact time with university 

teachers may be, for Arts courses at least, no more than 3 hours per week.  

Managing this transition is not always easy, but it is vital both for your success in A 

Levels and as preparation for higher education or the world of work, that you 

acquire good study habits as soon as possible. Effective management of your time 

will enable you to achieve the best A level results of which you are capable, as well 

as to enjoy many of the co-curricular opportunities which St Leonard’s has to offer. 

 

SUPERVISED STUDY / STUDY PERIOD 

The Library is available for private study.  It is appropriate to your age and maturity 

in the Sixth Form that you should have a certain number of supervised study periods 

during the working week.  The number of such periods will depend upon how many 

subjects you are taking but the average Sixth Form student can expect to have 8 

study periods per week, depending upon course choices and number of courses.     

Study periods are of one hour duration and totalled over the academic year they 

comprise a huge amount of time which, when used effectively, will go a long way to 
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ensuring your academic success.  Your ability (or inability) to work unsupervised will 

be a crucial element of the university reference which your Tutor will write about 

you. Undergraduates are expected to be able to work independently and no 

university will be keen to offer you a place unless they are sure you possess this 

basic ability.  It will quickly become apparent whether you are working effectively in 

study periods or not.  Occasionally, when a student lacks the maturity and self-

discipline to use their time properly or is a distraction to others, the privilege of 

unsupervised study periods is withdrawn.  In the event of a ‘Cause for Concern’ 

being raised by a member of staff then unsupervised study periods will be withdrawn 

for a fixed term, at the discretion of the Head of Year.    

 

ACADEMIC SUCCESS  

Good A Level results are an important passport to university 

 

 our average A Level pass rate over recent years is 99% with approximately 67% 

at A* or B grade 

 the vast majority of our students achieved the grades they needed to gain a place 

at university, most at their first choice and 5 students gained Oxbridge places in   

in 2012, 3 in 2014, 5 in 2015, 2 in 2016 and 5 in 2017. 

 

INDEPENDENT LEARNING 

essential for success in higher education 

 

 Sixth Form students have a number of study periods when they work on their 

own, developing self-motivated work habits 

 classes are much smaller than at GCSE and the atmosphere more informal, in 

which issues are discussed and debated with greater freedom than is possible in 

the lower school 

 study areas are dedicated to Sixth Form use 

 

SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE 

preparation for examinations, for higher education, for life 

 

 each Sixth Former meets twice daily with his/her tutor who can monitor his/her 

work and can give advice 

 smaller tutor groups in the Sixth Form continue the strong pastoral support 

provided throughout the school 

 careers advice is of a high quality, with careers and pastoral staff who keep up to 

date with changes and gain up to date information for St Leonard’s students 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES 

pursue your interests, gain skills, have fun 

 

 in addition to the enrichment programme and sports, Sixth Form students can 

get involved in a range of activities including music, drama and Enterprise 

activities 

 there is the chance to take on leadership roles in the school community through 

clubs and societies, mentoring, buddies and prefect system, gaining valuable 

experience for later life 

 outdoor activities include the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, Sports Leaders 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 - 12 - 

THE HOUSES 

THE HOUSE SYSTEM 

 

There are eight registration (tutor) groups in Year 12 and Year 13.  These groups 

are divided into four houses.  The Houses are intended to foster a team spirit and 

recognition that success will best be achieved by the mutual co-operation and 

support of the team members.  During the academic year students will have the 

opportunity to demonstrate their skills and talents through healthy competition with 

students from the other houses.  Each House will have a male and a female House 

Captain.  

 

HOUSE DETAILS 

Year 12/13  – LE    St John Boste’s House 

Year 12/13 – ON  St Hild’s House 

Year 12/13 – AR   St Bede’s House 

Year 12/13 – DS    St Cuthbert’s House 

 

ST CUTHBERT’S HOUSE 

St Cuthbert, whose tomb is found in Durham Cathedral, is the patron of our 

Diocese.  St Cuthbert is a widely regarded as a great northern saint and a shepherd 

of his people.  The House includes two Year 12 and two Year 13 Tutor Groups.  

The House colour is yellow. 

 

ST BEDE’S HOUSE 

Called "the Venerable" to acknowledge his wisdom and learning, the title was 

formalised at the Council of Aachen in 853. He was a careful scholar and 

distinguished stylist, the "father" of English history, the first to date events 

anno domini (A.D.), and in 1899, was declared the only English doctor of the 

Church. He died in Wearmouth-Jarrow on May 25. His feast day is May 25th.   

The House includes two Year 12 and two Year 13 Tutor Groups.  The House 

colour is blue. 

 

ST HILD’S HOUSE 

Benedictine abbess, baptised by St. Paulinus. She was the daughter of a king of 

Northumbria, England, and is considered one of England’s greatest women. The 

House includes two Year 12 and two Year 13 Tutor Groups.  The House colour is 

white. 

 

ST JOHN BOSTE HOUSE 

Priest and martyr, he studied at Queen's College, Oxford, 1569-72, where he 

became a Fellow.  He went to Reims, where he was ordained priest, 4 March, 1581, 

and in April was sent to England. He landed at Hartlepool and became a most 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12406a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09736b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12725a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11279a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12406a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01505x.htm


 - 13 - 

zealous missionary. He suffered martyrdom at Dryburn, outside Durham.  The 

House includes two Year 12 and two Year 13 Tutor Groups.  The House colour is 

red. 

 

HOUSE ACTIVITIES  

During the academic year the following activities will be made available to all 

students.   

 

Competitive Activities 

 Inter-house Cross Country 

 Inter-house Quiz  

 Inter-house Football 

 Inter-house Table Tennis  

 Inter-house Dodgeball 

 Inter-house Bake off 

 

The exact details of the competitions and other activities will be determined during 

the course of the academic year.  It cannot be guaranteed that each of these 

activities will take place, it is hoped that we will be able to offer as many 

opportunities as possible.  

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15753a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05211a.htm
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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

  

HEAD BOY & HEAD GIRL 

In the Easter Term of Year 12 the school community elects a Head Boy and Head 

Girl.  The Head Boy and Head Girl represent the Head Teacher and the school in a 

number of ways.  This may include making speeches at opening evenings, giving 

votes of thanks to visitors, organising school events, coordinating student activities 

and representing the school to the wider community.  A detailed job description is 

available from the Head of Year.   

 

HOUSE CAPTAINS 

House Captains are the public face of the House and its highest position of 

responsibility. They assist the Pastoral Team in a range of activities.  This may 

include monitoring the prefect duties, co-ordinating the entries for the inter-house 

competitions and assisting the Head Boy and Head Girl at school functions.  A 

detailed job description is available from the Head of Year.   

 

SPORTS CAPTAINS 

Alongside the House Captains, each House elects a Sports' Captain who has the 

responsibility of coordinating teams in advance of the various sporting competitions 

that take place during the year.  It is also expected that the Sports' Captain will play 

a role in fostering house spirit and motivating younger pupils to participate in House 

competitions most notably the School Cross-Country and Sports' Day.   

 

PREFECTS 

The prefects: linked to the House Captains, the prefects carry out duties on behalf 

of the school, including lunch and break duties and school tours.  They assist in the 

organisation and running of events such as fundraising, publicising the work of the 

House, working with younger students and enabling greater opportunities for all.  A 

detailed job description is available from the Head of Year.   

 

SPORTS REPRESENTATION 

All students are encouraged to take an active part in their own physical well-being 

and development. Students are encouraged to undertake at least one hour of 

physical activity per week.  All students are encouraged to represent their house in 

at least one of the inter-house competitions.   

 

SIXTH FORM VISITS 

The teachers at St Leonard’s endeavour to offer students a comprehensive range of 

visits to complement their personal, cultural spiritual and educational development.  

While these activities are largely optional, students are encouraged to take 

advantage wherever possible.    
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PROPOSED VISITS FOR 2017-2018 

  

 Year 13 Retreat to Ampleforth Abbey  

 Year 12 Retreat to Ampleforth Abbey  

 Sixth Form Pilgrimage to Rome  

 Easter Triduum Retreat at Ampleforth Abbey (this is a free invitation to spend 

Easter with the community at Ampleforth) 

 Discernment Weekend(s) for those interested in learning more about the 

priesthood and/or the religious life.  

 German Language Trip to Berlin  

 Operation Wallacea 

 France 

 

In addition to these activities there may also be a variety of visits organised by 

individual academic departments.    
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 PROFILE OF A ST LEONARD’S SIXTH FORM LEAVER 

 

By the end of their time in St Leonard’s Sixth Form it is hoped 

that young people are: 

 developing and deepening a relationship with God, and are able 

to find God in reflection on their own experience. 

 happy, friendly, and self-confident, with a sense of humour and an 

awareness of their gifts and the need to fulfil their potential for 

good. 

 seen to have a generosity of spirit and a readiness to place their 

talents at the disposal of others, especially the most needy. 

 well prepared to take their place in wider society unmotivated by 

prestige or selfish ambition and aware of how fully they can 

contribute to the common good. 

 ready to ask 'What more can I do, what more can I give?' in every 

area of life 

 proud of having belonged to a Catholic school community with 

respect for its values and those who taught them  
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MORE ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme is offered to those Sixth Formers already on 

the scheme. In the Sixth Form this is usually at Silver or Gold Level. 

Service Section: Students in the past have taken the Service Section with 

Social Services- Meals on Wheels, First Aid with the British 

Red Cross, Life saving-Award of Merit, and involvement in 

CCF.   

Expeditions: Expeditions at this level have been to the Lake District, 

NW Highlands, Northumbria and North Yorkshire Moors. 

Skills: Students have pursued their interests in drama, car 

mechanics and driving, electronics, librarianship and 

debating. 

Fitness:   Students have participated in a wide range of sports. 

Residential: Many of the students have thoroughly enjoyed the 

residential requirement. 

SPORTS 

St Leonard’s has a long established reputation for sporting excellence and, with the 

arrival of several notable sportsmen on the staff who have played at Senior 

International level, these are exciting times for sport at the school.  

THE SIXTH FORM COUNCIL 

This is a representative body of Sixth Formers and staff, which exists to discuss any 

matters of relevance to the Sixth Form at St Leonard’s. Such matters range from 

aspects of day-to-day life at school (such as the provision of stationery, and the 

orderly use of the Sixth Form Common areas) through to more long-term aspects 

of school policy (such as suggesting new options for Games, or discussing Sixth 

Form dress regulations) 

The Sixth Form has a certain degree of independence as a group within the school. 

The Sixth Form Council is a proper and successful means by which that group can 

conduct its own affairs and have a useful influence on the whole school. 
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THE SIXTH FORM SOCIAL AND CHARITY COMMITTEES 

These two committees exist to give Sixth Formers an opportunity to work together 

to organise a variety of social and charity fund raising events.  

The Social Committee is responsible for organizing events for Sixths Formers. This 

includes social gatherings outside of school and joint ventures with other schools. 

This committee is also responsible for arrangements for any formal social event, and 

for producing a Yearbook. 

The Charity Committee is responsible for organising charity fund raising events and 

for deciding on the distribution of any funds raised. These events may include 

helping known charities with street collections, organizing charity sports events and 

helping run mufti days in school. 

These two committees often overlap in their responsibilities and liaise regularly. 

They hold meetings towards the beginning of each term at which Sixth Formers who 

would like to get involved are invited to put forward ideas and to volunteer to help 

in the running of specific events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


