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Message from the Head Teacher 
As another busy academic year draws to a close, thank you to all parents 

and friends of the school for your support in many different ways this year.  

Many pupils will be enjoying different activities and residential visits during 

the last week of term. I am sure you will help to impress upon them the 

need for excellent behaviour at all times for the safety and welfare of all. 

 

Visits to Primary Schools 

In the last fortnight Year 9 pupils have been joining me in visiting Year 5 

classes at their old Primary schools.  They have been great ambassadors for 

St Leonard’s while also enjoying a trip down memory lane.  Thanks to all 

those involved. 

 

End of Year Times 

May I please remind you that school ends for pupils at 1.15pm on Friday 

21st July.  Please ensure that your sons and daughters have clear 

arrangements for returning home.  Buses will leave school at approximately 

1.25pm. 

 

Goodbyes 

Earlier in the term we said goodbye to several staff who were moving to 

new challenges.  Mr Mitchell ended his work as Site Manger moving on to 

a different role in April.  He had worked for the school since 2006 and we 

wish him well in the future.  We also said goodbye to Miss Williams who 

has taught RE since 2011 and Mrs Cornley from the Maths department, 

who was with us since 2009.  Miss Eland has also left to take on a new 

role as Lab Technician.  Mrs Fannen who has worked as an LSA since 

2009, left to work in the private sector.  We wish them all well in their 

continuing careers. 

 

The following staff complete their work with us at the end of the academic 

year. 

 

Mrs Flaherty leaves us to pursue a change of career after one year in the RE Department. 

 

Miss Holmes has worked with us for one year as Cover Supervisor and she moves on to begin training 

for the teaching profession.  I am sure her experience and hard work here will prove useful in her future 

career. 

 

Dr Hayhurst has taught Science for one year and he now heads North to take up a post at Forrester 

High School in Edinburgh. We thank him for his work in the school and the significant contribution he 

has made to the Rowing Club. 

 

Mr Evans has been with us since 2014 teaching Science with a specialism in Physics up to A Level.  He 

will be missed by all pupils who have been taught by him and by his Tutor Group 8R. In addition to his 

teaching he took pupils to Germany on two residential visits.  We wish him well as he continues his 

teaching career in Northern Ireland.  

 

Mrs Mitchell retires this year having worked with us as Careers Adviser since 2010.  Having originally 

worked in industry she moved onto business management in the 1980s and 1990s before securing a post 

with Connexions where her significant continued training and commitment led to her becoming Senior 

Adviser. Once appointed at St Leonard’s she developed the role to encompass various aspects of 

information, advice and guidance to benefit pupils throughout the school.  Whilst with us she has  
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On the Front Cover 

On the front of this edition is a 

photograph of four of our Year 7 

pupils who won this year’s ’Big 

Book Bash’, an annual  

competition.  The competition is 

in its fifth year and took place at 

The Hermitage Academy this 

year.  For more information on 

the visit, head over to page 12. 
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Alumni News 

Peter Stoddard left St Leonard’s in 2006, and headed off to Sheffield University where he gained 

a degree in History in 2009.  After spending some time as an intern in the Houses of Parliament, 

Peter decided to enter the Seminary.  Peter has, for the last seven years, been studying and 

training for the priesthood out of the English College in Rome, where he has studied for a 

licence in Dogma through the Pontifical Georgian University.  This month Peter will be ordained 

as a priest at St Mary’s Cathedral in Newcastle, by Bishop Seamus before being appointed Parish 

priest in our diocese.  We wish Peter well in his vocation. 

 

We would love to here about the achievements of our alumni.  If you’ve got some news you 

would like to share, please get in touch with us. 
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ensured the successful progression of many hundreds of students, always taking care over individuals and 

following-up with families after they have left the school.  We thank her for her work here and wish her 

well for the future. 

 

Mrs Connor takes early retirement from St Leonard’s having taught here since 2005. Prior to that she had 

taught RE at several schools in the region including St Joseph’s, South Tyneside and St Aidan’s, Sunderland. 

Bringing with her experience in both curriculum and pastoral leadership, she became Assistant Head of 

Sixth Form and most recently Head of Religious Education, a post which she has held since 2008. She has 

worked with commitment and drive to ensure the high performance of the RE department over these 

years while also contributing significantly to the work of the diocese in religious education. Colleagues have 

always appreciated her support at school events, welcoming guests or serving refreshments. She has 

devoted her working life to the education of young people in this diocese and she will be greatly missed. 

We thank her and wish her well in the future. 

 

Mr Shevlin joined the school in 1998 having previously worked as an Engineer for British Aerospace 

before moving into teaching. He has taught Maths throughout the school since then, helping countless 

students to succeed at GCSE and A Level.  His work in the Sixth Form will be greatly missed and many 

students recall fondly their Maths A level lessons characterised by excellent teaching, a dry sense of 

humour and a sharp tongue.  Mr Shevlin has generously served the Maths Department as both Second in 

Department and Head of Department, when asked to do so, willingly meeting the needs of the school.   

We wish him well for a healthy and happy retirement and thank him for 19 years of service to our school 

community. 

 

Mrs Moore has taught PE at St Leonard’s since 1994 having been Head of Girls PE at Landsdowne 

Comprehensive School which served Bowburn and Coxhoe.  She has given unstinting service to the school 

and encouraged generations of girls to reach their potential in PE.  Her expertise and discipline have 

contributed to the successes of many school teams and to the smooth running of our annual sports events.  

I know that the department will miss her consistency and reliability, qualities which must have contributed 

to her great prowess as a golfer.  We thank her for all her work, especially the extra time she has given to 

school sports throughout her career, and wish her a happy retirement. 

Mr Campbell 



 

This year has been a fantastic year for boys’ cricket across a range of age groups.  The first 

competitions of the year were the indoor leagues in which both our U13 and U15 teams 

comfortably won their respective leagues to progress through to the County finals to 

represent Central Durham.  The U13 team managed to make it to the semi-final before 

losing out to eventual champions – Whickham.  

The U15 team went one better by comfortably winning their group and eventually beating 

St John’s in the final with the last ball of the game to be crowned County Champions.  

These boys will now represent the County at the Regional Finals in Barnsley on July 14th and 

we wish them all the best for that. 

Following on from the indoor competition, we also entered the U13 Inter Cricket 

competition which was held at Brandon CC.  Again the boys were outstanding and 

comfortably disposed of a very strong Durham Johnston side to win the competition 

outright and qualify for the County Finals in Billingham and also the Durham Schools 

Summer Games at Maiden Castle.  

Facing some very strong competition at Billingham the boys lost their first group match to 

Teesside High School who went on to be crowned champions but the boys could still hold 

their heads high having won the four games that followed.  

Tyneside Schools Association 

As we are constantly looking to provide more opportunities for our pupils 

to experience as many sports as possible.  We have recently become a 

member of the Tyneside Schools’ Association which provides competitions 

in 15 sports against schools from across Durham, Tyneside, Wearside and 

Northumberland.  This should see us being able to offer more rugby, 

cricket, athletics, table tennis and badminton opportunities across several 

age ranges allowing even more pupils to enjoy a wider range of 

competitive action. 
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Boys’ Cricket 



At the time of writing, the boys haven’t played in the Summer Games yet and we wish 

them all the best for that competition as they once again represent the Central Durham 

area against area winners from across the County. 

In the hard ball competitions both U13 and U15 teams were entered in to the County 

Cups and despite an unbelievable victory over Barnard Castle in the second round, the 

U15 boys bowed out to a very strong Park View team in the quarter finals. 

The U13 team continue to go from strength to strength and are currently in the semi-

finals having disposed of Park View and Hetton.  They await the winners of St Bede’s 

(Lanchester) and Whickham and the winner of that will play either Durham School or 

Barnard Castle in the final which is to be played in September should the boys qualify. 

Along with playing the game we have also had a number of boys from Year 10 successfully 

complete a Cricket Activators award which allows them to officiate and run festivals for 

Primary School children.  Despite being pencilled in to run three events this summer the 

great British weather has seen two of them cancelled and we are all hoping that the rain 

holds off long enough to allow them to show off their skills at Brandon CC for Year 2 

pupils on July 5th. 

Mr Bell 

Table Tennis 

Table tennis is a sport that we have seen take off at St Leonard’s this year and has proved to be 

hugely popular among the Year 7 boys.  Attracting over 20 boys weekly we have had a club ran by 

qualified coach Paul Henderson who was recently selected to represent Great Britain.  Paul has 

worked tirelessly to set up friendly leagues for the boys to compete in on a Sunday afternoon in Brandon with 

an eye on competitive leagues in the future.  The boys actually won the ‘Spoons’ league and their trophy is on 

display in the main reception cabinet.  The progress they have made has been incredible and we hope to 

attract even more pupils to our Wednesday Satellite Club. 

Table Tennis Satellite Club 

Due to the roaring success of the school club St Leonard’s was selected by County Durham Sport to be the 

new home of a Satellite Community Table Tennis Club, which aims to provide opportunities to play table 

tennis to members of the local community and pupils from nearby schools on a Wednesday evening.  We 

have invested heavily in lots of new equipment and hope that many more people including staff 

come and take advantage of this excellent opportunity right here on our doorstep.  For more 

information please contact Mr Bell in the PE Department. 
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This academic year, there have been some brilliant 

exhibitions both in school and elsewhere which 

has just shown how creative our pupils are. 

 

Catholic Partnership KS3  
Photography Exhibition 

This year’s annual Catholic Partnership KS3 

Photography Exhibition was held at the 

National Glass Centre in Sunderland.  The 

event was very well attended and the 

exhibition stunning.  Over 200 of our pupils 

entered the competition, which was judged by 

Mr Sutcliffe, in order to select the fourteen 

finalists to go forward to the overall finals 

which were judged by The University of 

Sunderland Photography Lecturers.   

‘Another strong performance by  

St Leonard’s Students’ 

Our pupils achieved a strong performance 

following our best ever performance last year, 

winning  25% of the total awards with three 

overall winners; Zara Howard (Year 7), Jasmyn 

Carey (Year 7) and Megan Thomas (Year 8).  

In addition to three Highly Commended; 

Charlie Seed (Year 7), Lily Murphy (Year 7) 

and Crystal Elliott (Year 8) and the overall 

winner of the entire 

competition for best 

photograph being won 

by Jasmyn Carey (Year 

7). Congratulations to 

all of our pupils who 

took part and in 

particular our winners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laudato Si’: 

Catholic Partnership 

 Art Exhibition 

 

 

This year, fourteen of our A Level and AS 

students exhibited in the annual Catholic 

Partnership exhibition held at Newcastle’s St 

Mary’s Cathedral.  The exhibition was a huge 

success and the private view which was held 

on January 23rd was well attended.  The 

exhibition provides our students with a 

platform to professionally exhibit their work  

in a major venue and will provide invaluable 

experience in their current and future studies. 

Zara Howard, Year 7— ‘Sense of Place’ 

Overall Winner 

Jasmyn Carey, Year 7—’Natural 

Forms’   

Overall Winner & Best 

Photograph in Competition 

Overall Winner 6 

Megan Thomas, Year 8—’Memories’ 

Overall Winner 



Tim Madeley (Director of the Catholic 

Partnership) said of the event: 

‘Thank you again for all your hard work, the 

Partnership exists to do many things, including 

raising the status of subjects, and to showcase the 

talents of the young people in our care.  I really 

believe the annual art exhibition does that really 

well.’ 
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Havana Tilly, Year 12 
Anna Curtis, Year 13 

Stuart Napier, Year 13 

Annual Art Exhibition 2017 

The Private View of our annual Art Exhibition was held on 

Tuesday 20th June in the Conservatory, which was well 

attended by governors, teachers, students , family  and 

friends.  The exhibition showcased the work of all of our 

GCSE, AS and A level students. 

 

Mr Sutcliffe 



The Pearl of Africa:  An Exclusive!  
 
We are very excited to let you know that the 

Pearl of Africa - a children's choir from 

Uganda, will be coming into school on 

Tuesday 3rd  October.  The choir will be 

doing a series of workshops and performances 

with our pupils during the day and in the 

evening they will be performing in the school 

sports hall. Admission to the evening concert 

is free so please try and save the date! There 

will be refreshments and crafts for sale during the evening to help raise funds for the choir.  

Mrs Anyan 
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MUSIC 

NEWS 

Catholic Partnership Mass 
 

On Thursday 8th June, the Year 10 GCSE Music 

pupils represented the school at the Catholic 

Partnership Trust Mass.  Our pupils, along with those  

from St John's Catholic School in Bishop Auckland, 

provided the music for the Mass.  The singing was 

glorious and pupils from both schools sang their 

hearts out.  

A Celebration of Music 

More than 250 pupils from across the diocese came together 

at the Sage Gateshead on the 28th June for a spectacular 

concert. The massed orchestra opened with a splendid 

performance of Vaughan Williams’ English Folk Song Suite. The 

impressive orchestra was led by two of our pupils: Moses 

Hung and Tom Smith. Our own school’s performance came at 

the beginning of the second half, and the audience particularly 

enjoyed our unique interpretation of Queen’s Bohemian 

Rhapsody, complete with enthusiastic head banging and air 

guitar! We were tremendously well accompanied by our very 

own band of: Mrs Hastie (piano), Mr Munro (bass), Mr Gomez 

(drums) and past pupil Shaun Eggleston (guitar). The grand finale, conducted by Mr Grehan-Bradley was a rousing 

performance of Handel’s coronation anthem Zadok the Priest, followed by an enthusiastic standing ovation from 

the audience.  



Costa Del Seaham – Year 10 Geography Fieldwork 

Year 10, as a mandatory part of their GCSE course, visited the coast this term.  Despite the Mediterranean 

looks captured it was not part of Spain, nor even a Channel Island that was investigated, it was our close by 

location of Seaham. 

The aim was to conduct fieldwork that students have to recall and reference in their new style GCSE 

exams.  Our objective was to determine whether Seaham has a storm beach or not.  All pupils took a key 

role in each of their methods to maximise recall on return to school and in their future 

papers.  Pupils were also able to investigate and understand at first hand the role and 

purposes of sea defences such as rock armour or groynes; an activity most pupils had 

never even contemplated or seen, hence incredibly valuable when it 

comes to their exams next year. 

Behaviour and safety was paramount in such an environment and with 

help from useful tides, sensible pupils and ever observant staff all 

returned safely with gained knowledge and passion for Geography being 

their only burden. 

Weather, despite the fake news photos, was generally miserable with a 

lashing of drizzle on top but we didn’t let this dampen our moods or 

wash away our outcomes that yes, indeed, Seaham is a storm beach and 

we now have evidence for this. 

Mr Mitchell 

Duke of Edinburgh 

 

In June, 55 of our brave Year 10 pupils took to the hills in the Frosterly area to 

complete their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.   It was very pleasing to see 

the teamwork and dedication from these pupils as they successfully navigated their 

way to their destinations.  Despite how tired they were, it was astonishing to see 

that they wouldn’t settle until after midnight and most were up early at 3:30am to 

cook breakfast and start their second day’s journey.  The assessor was pleased with 

how well the pupils conducted themselves and they were well prepared.  Our first 

pupil, Ella Craddock, has completed her full Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award and 

we look forward to the others submitting their logbooks in the coming weeks. 

Mr Hutchinson 

The Great Outdoors! 

RHS Christmas Cards 

Last December, the RHS ran a Christmas Card design competition, which 

several pupils from St Leonard’s entered.  There were some brilliant designs 

submitted, and we waited in anticipation to find out who had won.  Last month, 

two designs were chosen by the RHS to go on this year’s Christmas Cards.  

Although none of our pupils were chosen as the winners, two were selected 

for shortlisting.  The RHS sent through packets of seeds as a small prize to the 

girls, to get them involved in gardening. Well done! 

If you want to get involved in the Gardening Club from September, speak to 

either Mrs Duggan or Miss Waldock to find out more about it.  It runs once a week, during lunchtime, and an 

hour after school.  Beginners are, of course, welcome. 
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Year 10 Cafod Leaders meet their final challenge! 

After working very hard all year fundraising, 

campaigning and raising the profile of Cafod in 

school, the Year 10 Leaders attended their 

final training day on July 4th at the Emmaus 

Youth Village.  This was an ideal opportunity 

to reflect on the successes of this programme, 

look forward to the future and celebrate 

achievements.  Once again, we had the 

opportunity to collaborate with other pupils 

from across the Diocese.  It was truly 

inspirational to hear stories about the work 

done in schools and the impact this has on 

communities around the world.  We are looking forward to continuing further development of Cafod 

and welcoming our new leaders in September. 

Miss Smith and the Year 10 Cafod Leaders 

Building My Skills 
On Tuesday 13th June, a selection of pupils from Year 10 went for 

mock interviews at St. James’ Park with local business leaders.  This 

was the final stage of the ‘Building My Skills’ project where, over the 

course of the year, all Year 10 pupils created career progression 

posters, examined the importance of online appearance, completed a 

CV, wrote a covering letter and finally prepared for interview. 

 

The event was organised by construction firm Esh Group as part of its ‘Building My Skills’ initiative and saw 

young interviewees chalk up valuable experience to set them up for entry into the world of work.  Employers 

such as Accenture, Ubisoft, Sintons, Royal Mail and Swinburne Maddison had representatives on hand to give 

pupils a feel for what interviews are like, and advice on how they can prepare for the real thing. 

 

The scheme, which has received national recognition from the likes of Business in the Community, brings 

schools and businesses together.  Representatives from businesses deliver sessions that cover insights into the 

sector, their own career journeys and transferable skills to consider.  In tandem with each session, pupils 

complete an employability portfolio with key skills and knowledge that will be useful to them when applying for 

future jobs. 

 

The employers from all over the north east, commented on the professional 

appearance of our pupils and their enthusiasm when answering questions.  Each 

pupil will receive individual feedback from the programme which they can then use 

to support in their applications to Sixth Form, college or apprenticeships next year. 

 
Well done to all concerned!         

     Mr Coon 

From Year 10  
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Battlefields Trip 

 

There is an early start 

planned for the 30 Year 10 

pupils heading to the 

Battlefields for Activities 

Week.  The group will 

spend the first day in and 

around the Somme, visiting 

several Commonwealth 

War Graves( CWG).  From 

there, the group will travel 

to Ypres, which includes an 

evening visit to Leonidas, a 

chocolate shop!  With a 

plan to end the trip with a 

visit to the Tyne Cot CWG 

before heading back to 

Durham, the week is 

certainly packed full. 

Hopefully the weather will 

prove to be a bit better 

than last year, where the 

group experienced some 

downpours! 

Warkworth Castle 

 

Year 7 are looking forward to a visit to 

the picturesque Northumberland 

coastal village of Warkworth in 

Activities Week this year. Having 

studied castles and their defensive 

features earlier in the year, it will be 

interesting to visit Warkworth Castle 

and see much of what they learned 

about come to life. They will also have 

the opportunity to tour the village from 

a geographical point of view, looking at 

changes in the settlement over time. 

 

Feyenoord Football Trip 

The annual football trip sees us 

return to Feyenoord (Rotterdam) 

this year for what promises to be 

another huge success.  The boys 

will get to experience life as a 

professional footballer, training at 

the first team’s training ground 

under the watchful eye of 

Feyenoord’s academy coaches. 

There will also be a tour of the 

52,000 all seater De Kuip Stadium 

as well as a visit to the club shop 

and museum.  The overnight ferry 

journey from Newcastle to 

Ijmuiden (and back) is always a hit 

with the boys (providing the seas 

are calm!) and the final day of the 

tour will see a visit to Duinrell 

Theme Park which was hugely 

popular during last year’s trip to 

Ajax.. 

You will be able to see pictures 

and updates from this year’s tour 

on twitter by following 

@STL_PE.  

Germany 

  

At the start of Activities 

Week, 30 Year 9 pupils will 

be travelling over to 

Germany. Our first port of 

call is a town called Xanten 

and whilst there we will be 

visiting an archaeological park.  

Then we will travel on to 

Cologne where we’ll go to 

the Lindt chocolate museum 

and the cathedral, and we’ll 

finish off with a day at the 

Movie Park theme 

park before heading 

back to the North. 

Iceland 
We are all very excited about our upcoming trip to Iceland!  Stepping 

off an aeroplane into a climate that’s colder than Britain will certainly 

shock some of our pupils.  Thirty Year 9 and 10 pupils will be spending 

Activities Week exploring Iceland and some of its famous landmarks. 

From glacier trekking in freezing 

temperatures to swimming in the 

Blue Lagoon at 37oC, Iceland’s 

picturesque landscape will make it a 

very enjoyable and varied 

experience for all.  
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Charlie Seed Cello Grade 2 

Phoebe Gooding Flute Grade 1 

Hannah Mercer Flute Grade 3 

Scarlett Newby Flute Grade 3 

Thomas Barker Guitar Grade 1 

Megan Pattinson Guitar Grade 1 

Jack White Guitar Grade 2 

Robert Hunt Guitar Grade 3 

Oliver Wilkinson Keyboard Grade 2 

Grace Barrass Piano Grade 4 

Catherine Pears Theory Grade 5 

Guy Wong Trumpet Grade 2 

Joseph Parkinson Violin Grade 2 

Emily Brown Violin Grade 4 

Pippa Clements Violin Grade 4 

Jenny Grehan-Bradley Violin Grade 4 

Nina Kemp Violin Grade 4 

George Theakston Violin Grade 5 

Congratulations to the following pupils who 

have recently passed music examinations:  

 

Have you taken a music examination recently?  

If so, please inform Mr Grehan-Bradley so that your 

name can appear on our next newsletter.  

Mr Grehan-Bradley 

From the Front:  Durham ‘Big Book Bash’ 

On July 3rd four Year 7 pupils were invited to participate in the ‘Big Book Bash’ 

2017.  This year it was held at The Hermitage Academy, Chester-le-Street, where 

St Leonard’s and 11 other schools, throughout the day, took part in five different 

activities all about 12 chosen books.  For several weeks beforehand, we had 

been building a ‘story box’ about the schools selected book, ‘Mel Foster and the 

Demon Butler’.  The first activity that day was to try to match three props and 

three characters to each of the 12 books.   After lunch we made a 3D picture 

about the book that we were assigned, ‘When Hitler stole Pink Rabbit’ then 

designed a cover for the book ‘Carrie’s War’.  Finally, we did a writing workshop 

with Cliff McNish, who was the guest author for the day, and has written books such as ‘Going 

Home’ and ‘Breathe’.   Then it was back to the main hall for when the awards would be handed 

out, since each round, as well as our story box, had been judged.  We are really proud to say that 

we won the BBB 2017!  Overall we had a great day and  we would encourage any Year 7 pupils 

next year to take part.  It was a great opportunity to learn writing skills from an author, discover 

some amazing novels, and make new friends. 

By Laila Barnwell, 7L & Ellen Ruddock, 7N 

Our ‘Story 

Box’ 
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BOAT CLUB NEWS  
 

The summer term is the busiest of the rowing season with six races over the course of seven 

weekends.  There were two events on the May Day bank holiday weekend:  the Sixth Form boys 

down at National Schools Regatta and the rest of the club at Wansbeck Regatta.  The boys 

performed well against some strong opposition making it to the semi-finals.  

The boys quad then came out winners in a ‘championship’ event at Durham Regatta which we 

believe may be the first in the club’s history!  

Talkin Tarn Regatta is always the closing event of the local regattas and it did not disappoint for us. 

The club’s wins on that day meant that we doubled our total from last season!  Notably the Year 

10 girls put in two excellent races to come out victorious in the Year 11 girls quad event.  

The club has demonstrated a real strength in depth across the squads with wins coming from 

different squads.  

 

 

The wins are below:  

 

Wansbeck Regatta 

WJ16 4x – Honor Farmer, Lenie Zeze, Eleanor Rea,  

   Lucy Abley  

 

Hexham Regatta 

WJ13 4x – Ruby McClelland, Megan Thomas, Ellie Kent,  

   Alice Cook, Ella Shaw (cox) 

WJ13 2x – Millie Rogers, Molly Frazer  

MJ13 2x – Ben Pickles, Luca Taranu  

 

Durham Regatta 

MJ18 4x – Jo Hare, Patrick Laing, Owen Farmer,  

   Aidan Rushforth 

WJ16 4x -  Honor Farmer, Lenie Zeze, Eleanor Rea,  

   Lucy Abley 

MJ18 8+ - Jonny Kent, Joshua Dodds (composite with Durham 

ARC)  

MJ18 1x – Aidan Rushforth  

Champ 4x - Jo Hare, Patrick Laing, Owen Farmer,  

    Aidan Rushforth  

 

Talkin Tarn Regatta 

MJ18 4x - Jo Hare, Patrick Laing, Owen Farmer, Aidan Rushforth 

WJ16 4x – Emily Reilly-O’Donnell, Lydia Hare, Anna Bancroft, Jude Parkinson  

0 1x and J18 1x – Aidan Rushforth  

0 8+ - Jonny Kent, Joshua Dodds (composite with Durham ARC)  

 

A handful of crews will be competing at the British Rowing Junior Championships on the weekend 

of the 15th-16th July – look out for their results on Twitter or in the next newsletter.  The focus for 

the rest of the club now will be to get some rest over the summer before we go again!  

 

Mr Smith 
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NOTICES 

Absence from School  

 

“Schools should advise parents to notify them on the first day the child is 

unable to attend due to illness. Schools should authorise absences due to 

illness unless they have genuine cause for concern about the veracity of an 

illness.  If the authenticity of illness is in doubt, schools can request parents 

to provide medical evidence to support illness.”   

        -DfE Guidance on Attendance 

 

When informing us that your son/daughter is or will be absent from 

school via email or voicemail can you please provide us with the 

following information:   

-       Pupil’s Full Name;  

-       Year/Tutor Group; 

-       Brief reason for the absence.   

If we have not received any communication as to why your child is 

absent, a text message will be issued and phone calls made to ensure 

the safety of the pupil. 

Thank you for your help and support with this.     
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Contact Information 

Do you receive the weekly email to parents?   

If the answer is no, then we probably do not have your most up 

to date email address on our system. 

Please contact the school on admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk 

using the email address which is assigned as the first priority 

contact person, because this is where the message will be sent 

to.  Address the subject ‘for the attention of Mrs Simpson’ and 

please include your child’s name and Tutor Group in the body of 

the email.  

If you have any changes to your personal details such as            

telephone and mobile numbers or change of address please      

remember to let the school know as soon as possible. 

Thank you.       

From the School Office 

Medical Information 

Notice 
 

Please inform the school 

if your child has a medical 

condition. 

Apart from asthma inhalers 

and EpiPens®, only prescribed 

medication that your child 

needs to take more than 

three times a day should be 

handed into the office.  A 

form needs to be completed 

and contact made with the 

school’s First Aiders regarding 

these arrangements. 

All medication needs to 

be collected at the end of 

every half term. 

 

School First Aiders 

mailto:admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk


Holiday Dates 

2017 — 2018 

Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Summer 2017 Friday 21.7.17 Wednesday 6.9.17 

Autumn Half Term 2017 Thursday 19.10.17 Monday 30.10.17 

Christmas 2017 Friday 22.12.17 Monday 8.1.18 

Spring Half Term 2018 Friday 9.2.18 Monday 19.2.18 

Easter 2018 Thursday 29.3.18 Monday 16.4.18 

May Day Bank Holiday 2018 Friday 4.5.18 Tuesday 8.5.18 

Summer Half Term 2018 Friday 25.5.18 Monday 4.6.18 

Summer 2018 Friday 20.7.18 To be determined 

Month 1st Prize £40 2nd Prize £20 

September 23  Helen Turnbull 8  Elizabeth Woods 

October 51  Margaret White 18  Charlotte Holland 

November 40  Joanne Thompson 15  Nicola Greenwood 

December 46  John Hogan 58  Andrea Elsbury 

January 33  Sarah Payne 28  Donna Fawcett 

February 38  Carol Jacques 20  David A Turner 

March 20  David A Turner 55  Sam Moor 

April 59  Sylvia Tomaney 19  Jane Mitford 

May 34  Sarah Payne 40  Joanne Thompson 

June 41  Elaine Hopkins 9  Irene D-Domingos ** 

July 52  Sam Moor 7  Sue Ruddock 

August 4  Louiza Parker 8  Elizabeth Woods 
15 

FREE PIANO 
There is an upright piano at St Godric’s 

Church looking for a new home.  There 

is no charge for the piano, but it will 
need to be collected from the church.  

Please see Mr Grehan-Bradley for more 

details.  

Head Boy & Head Girl 

Results 

Following the recent 

election, I am pleased to 

announce that: 

 Natalie Bastiman has 

been elected as Head 

Girl. 

 Michael Wade has 

been elected as Head 

Boy. 

 Charlotte Boyle has 

been elected as 

Deputy Head Girl.  

 Joshua Dodds has 

been elected as 

Deputy Head Boy. 

 

Thank you to all students 

who stood for election. 

200 Club Draws – 2016-2017 
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This year has been an extremely challenging yet rewarding time in Year 9.  Our 

pupils have been involved in many activities in school, including the YAM Project, 

and various fundraising events.  Year 9 pupils have also made important decisions 

when making their GCSE options choices.  These vital decisions will help to shape 

their experiences and achievements at GCSE level, and have been made with great 

thought and maturity. In June, our pupils completed their end of year exams.  

Although a stressful and challenging time for many, overall, pupils worked hard and 

hopefully have achieved the rewards that they deserved.  This year, many Year 9 

pupils have excelled in various extra-curricular activities. Here are a selection of 

their outstanding achievements this year: 

 

 Bryn Chaytor-Wilson represented the North East of England in a national 

dance festival in Birmingham, following successes at the regional qualifiers and 

regional finals at the Sage in Gateshead; 

 Dominic Crilley and Matthew Harrison row for Durham ARC and won the 

U15 doubles competition; 

 Jordan Harker and Sam Barrett represented Newcastle United Football 

Academy and Middlesbrough Football Academy, respectively, for a second 

year; 

 Hannah Ashton competed in athletics and cross country competitions at 

County level;  

 Ryan Perry came third in an U15 North East fencing competition, and then 

competed in the British Youth Fencing Championships in Sheffield;  

 Emma Ditchburn took part in three pantomimes at the Gala Theatre;  

 Amy Telford and Eve Wilkinson have had a successful year rowing for   

Chester-le-Street Rowing Club;  

 Laura Clark has participated in the Youth Connections Drama Group;  

 Pippa Clements has been involved in her local orchestra, dance competitions 

and Scouts group;  

 Maddie Jackson recently won an U16 national dancing competition in 

Blackpool;  

 Ben Smith has represented Durham County U14 Cricket Team;  

 And finally, Hannah Potvliege has achieved her Mentor Award in karate so she 

can train younger children. 

 

I would like to congratulate these pupils for their dedication and enthusiasm, and to 

all pupils who have set and achieved personal goals this academic year.  I hope you 

all have a peaceful summer holiday, and I look forward to seeing you in September, 

ready to embark on your GCSEs with energy and commitment. 

 

         Mr Johnson  

Year 9 News 


